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Secretary's Office, Providence, 
December, 1853. 

To the Honorable General AssemUy: 

I hare the honor, herewith to submit the First Annual Report on the im- 
portant subject of the Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in this 
State. It is for the Year ending May 31st, 1863, and has been prepared in 
accordance with the second section of the Act passed at the January session, 
1852. 

In conformity with what said section sets forth, I called upon Joseph Mau- 
ran, M. D., of this city. Chairman of the Committee of the R. I. Medical So- 
ciety, to whose assiduous and untiring personal exertions, the State is largely 
indebted for the establishment of the Registration Act, to aid me in the mat- 
ter ; and by the accompanying letter from that gentleman, it will be seen that 
for reasons by him stated, he secured the services of Thomas H. Webb, M. D., 
formerly of this city, and well known to many of the members of your body. 

The task by him undertaken was a tedious and complicated one, from the 
nature of the Returns, and from various circumstances inseparably connected 
with the preparation of a first Report. The results embodied in the Report, 
will by no means convey a just and full idea of the labor required in obtain- 
ing them, inasmuch as days were often necessarily consumed in arriving at a 
&ct, which, ascertained, occupies not a moment to communicate, and may be 
expressed by a few words, or a single figure. Of the manner in which Dr. 
Webb has performed the work entrusted to him, it is unnecessary for me to 
say any thing further than that it meets my approbation. There is much in 
the Report deserving a careful perusal by all, and meriting their serious con- 
sideration. 

I would respectfully direct the attention of the Legislature to the remarks 
in reference to the Registration Act, both those contained in the body of the 
the Report and in the Appendix. I would recommend the incorporating in 
a single Act, as is done in the form of Bill proposed, the various enactments 
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which must now be sought for in different parts of the Statute Book, as like- 
wise the additions and modifications, which experience has shown to he neces- 
sary for the more sure attainment of the information desired. 

I would also call the special attention of Town and City Clerks, Clergy- 
men, Physicians, Parents, and others, to the requirements of the Act, which 
I am confident has not been so thoroughly examined and clearly comprehend- 
ed, as is necessary for a due fulfilment of its requisitions. With prompt at- 
tention on their part, and consequent more complete and systematic Returns, 
the Reports hereafter issued from this office, will be correspondingly enhanc- 
ed in importance and interest. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ASA POTTER, Secretary of State. 



Pkovidence, December, 1853. 
To the Honorable the Secretary of State : 

Dear Sir : — The first State Returns on the " Registration of Births, Mar- 
riages, and Deaths," from June 1st, 1852, to May 31st, 1853, which were by 
you confided to my care, as Chairman of the Registration Committee of the 
Rhode Island Medical Society,* for the purpose of collating and making out 
the Abstract and Report contemplated in the Actfl of 1850-52, were duly re- 
ceived and cursorily examined. But as a majority of the Returns were made 
so tardily by the Town and City Clerks, the season I intended to have devot- 
ed to their consideration in connection with my professional engagements, 
became far too limited ; I therefore, feeling, as you are aware, personally so- 
licitous for the early and prompt completion of the work, sought assistance, 
and was so fortunate as to secure the services of my friend, Thomas H. Webb, 
M. D., of Boston, late Secretary of the Mexican Boundary Commission, a 
gentleman eminently qualified in every respect for so arduous and responsible 
a duty. 

The labor has been accomplished by him ; that it has been well and faith- 
fully executed, every one must acknowledge, who will give the Report a care- 
ful and attentive perusal. 

The whole subject of collating the Returns, and preparing the various Ta- 
bles and Estimates, has been fraught, particularly in this instance, necessarily 
with many annoyances and embarrassments, consequent upon the informal 
and imperfect character of the Returns. This was not, however, wholly un- 
expected ; it being the first effoH of our authorities, the duties novel, and the 
information sought, multifarious in its nature. 

Tlie toil and labor devoted to the work, will not, nay cannot, be duly ap- 
preciated by all who peruse its pages ; but we trust it may meet the approval 
of those conversant with statistical research, and also, the members of the 

♦The following persons constitute said Committee, viz : Drs. J, Mauran, G. Collins, 
and C. W. Parsons. 
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Legislature, who, at our personal solicitation, so promptly and cheerfully 
enacted the law. 

With these few remarks, I most respectfully submit the Report for the 
press, indulging the hope, that its publication and dissemination may tend to 
excite the interest and hearty co-operation of all in our community hereafter, 
to the faithful and cheerful fulfilment of the requirements of the law ; thus 
securing, not only to science abroad, but to the rapidly increasing population 
of our State, now second to but one in the Union in the denseness of its popu- 
lation, a perfect system of State Re^stration ; so necessary, not only for gene- 
alogical and municipal, but especially the more important sanitary purposes 
deducible from its critically arranged tables and analyses. 

With the hope that the plan pursued, may meet your approval, I subscribe 
myself, with great respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. MAURAN, M. D., Chairman, &c. 
To Asa Potter, Secretary of State. 



Joseph Mauran, M. D., Chairman, &c. 

Dear Sir : — ^I herewith transmit the Tables constructed, and the Esti- 
mates deduced from the Returns of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in the 
State of Rhode Island for the Year ending May 31st, 1853, the examination 
of which I undertook, at your repeated and earnest request 

I also send the Report prepared to accompany it, respecting which it is un- 
necessary for. me here to enter into details. You will perceive it is of a very 
miscellaneous character. It was intentionally made so ; being designed, not 
for any one class in particular, but for the benefit of the community at large, 
I endeavored to simplify and popularize somewhat, in order to deter as few 
as possible from a perusal of its contents. 

Had I been writing for the Statist, or Statistician alone, I should have 
pursued a different course, and confined myself more rigidly within certain 
fixed limits, avoiding many items and some minutiae, which to either of the 
above, from loilg familiarity, may seem trite. Had I been addressing the 
Medical Fraternity alone, I should have felt it incumbent on me to use a more 
strictly professional style, and adopt a more thoroughly scientific plan. Ad- 
dressing myself to all das^s, my aim has been to steer a middle course ; and 
in attempting so to do, I trust it will be found that I have neither struck upon 
Scylla, nor become engulphed by Charybdis. 

Such was the state of the Returns that I was occasioned much annoyance 
and perplexity ; months of labor were required, when with ordinary care up- 
on the part of those from whom the information is to be derived, weeks, pos- 
sibly days even, would have sufficed. This, perhaps, in some degree, is al- 
most necessarily incident to the initiative movements in establishing any new 
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mefysure ; and therefore, it is confidentlj anticipated that the difficulties will 
hereafter be found materially lessened. 

That defects and errors will be detected in the Report^ I do not doubt, hav- 
ing neither the presumption nor vanity to suppose that I am m<Mre perfect, or 
less fallible, than others who have been engaged in similar investigations. I 
somewhat confidently trust, however, that no mistakes will be found of so 
glaring a character as to invalidate the positions assumed, controvert the prin- 
ciples advocated, or materially affect the results as set forth. 

Sincerely hoping that the good work now commenced, will be steadily and 

perseveringly followed up, and believing, in that case, the benefits derived 

from such a course elsewhere, may be fully enjoyed here, 

I remain, very truly, yours, 

THOMAS H. WEBB. 
December, 1853* 
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Table IL BIRTHS. 1852-53. 

Exhibitiftff the number of each Sex bom in the several Counties 
during each month in the year; annexed to which is the number 
of Colored Children included in the preceding-, and subjoined to 
which is the total number of White and Colored.^ and the Pa- 
rentage. 



]%S^ 



\%rj 









•s 


COOXTIBS. 


Colored cliildien iada- 
ded in the piecediog. 


i 






5 


1 


J 


-^ 


^ 


1^ 


U 


1 


1 


|i 


1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


l_ 


II 


II 


JZiS 


|l 


June. 


Males, 


83 




6 


3 


2 


67 


£ 




1 




2 




Females, 


78 




14 


2 


1 


57 


4 








5 




Unknown, 


1 




• 


- 


1 


- 


■ 








• 




Co. Totals, 




162 


20 


5 


4 


124 


9 










July. 


Males, 


70 




5 


2 


5 


55 


3 








1 




Females, 


81 




11 


1 


8 


60 


1 








1 




Unknown, 


1 




• 


1 


- 


- 


• 








• 




Co. Totals, 




152 


16 


4 


13 


115 


4 










Aug. 


Males, 


79 




4 


2 


6 


68 


- 








1 




Females, 


91 




12 


3 


6 


64 


7 








1 




Unknown, 


2 




- 


1 


• 


1 


- 








• 




Co. Totals, 




172 


16 


6 


10 


133 


7 










Sept 


Males, 


69 




6 


5 


5 


50 


3 








- 




Females, 


77 




6 


5 


1 


61 


4 








5 




Unknown, 


2 




- 


1 


- 


- 


1 








- 




Co. Totals, 




148 


12 


11 


6 


Ill 


8 










Oct 


Mdes, 


73 




2 


1 


9 


66 


5 








1 




Females, 


66 




8 


3 


5 


48 


2 








2 




Unknown, 


• 




- 


• 


« 


- 


• 








• 




Co. Totals, 




139 


10 


4 


14 


104 


7 










Nov. 


Males, 


75 




4 


5 


5 


59 


2 








2 




Females, 


68 




3 


2 


6 


57 


1 








• 




Unknown, 


• 




• 


- 


- 


- 


- 


• 




• 


• 




Co. Totals, 




143 


7 


7 


10 


116 


3 










Dec 


Males, 


61 




10 


5 


5 


41 


. 








2 




Females, 


76 




3 


6 


3 


61 


3 








2 




Unknown, 


2 




- 


1 


• 


- 


1 








- 




Co. Totals, 




139 


13 


12 


8 


102 


4 










Jan. 


Males, 


80 




15 


3 


2 


67 


3 








2 




Females, 


70 




8 


7 


1 


61 


3 








1 




Unknown, 


S 




- 


2 


• 


• 


- 








• 




Co. Totals, 




162 


23 


12 


a 


108 


6 










Feb. 


Males, 


9£ 


i 


g 


4 


A 


74 


6 


1 






1 




Females, 


7^ 


f 


€ 


6 


A 


L 61 


1 








1 




Unknown, 


s 


1 


- 


1 


• 


- 


1 








• 




Co. Totals, 




174 


U 


il€ 


6 


) 136 


7 






. 





IS^^.] 



BIHTifd, 



Table II. Bibths. 1852-53. Conhnueo. 













4 

•8 


CoDimicB. 


Colored children oidii- 


g 




^ 




■a 

i 


1 


1 


"i^ 




fi^ 


h 


s 


i 


p 


1 


1 


1 


Ik 

1 


1 




IJ 


u 


U 


March. 


Males, 


89 




16 


3 


3 


63 


4 






1 


I 




Females, 


66 




10 


4 


2 


48 


1 


• 










s 




Unknown, 


3 




^ 


1 


m 


- 


2 


■ • 














Co. Totals, 




167 


26 


y 


5 


Ill 


7 


. 












ApriL 


Males, 


91 




7 


7 


2 


72 


3 


. 














Females, 


75 




3 


3 


6 


63 


1 


I 














Unknown, 


2 




• 


1 


- 


- 


1 


. 














Co. Totab, 




168 


10 


11 


7 


136 


6 


• 












May. 


Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 
Co. Totals, 


■73 
12 

1 


146 


4 
4 

8 


1 
2 

1 
4 


6 
6 

11 


61 
«1 

11^ 


1 
1 


• 












Uiikft\ 


Males, 


4 




. 


• 


1 


3 


. 


. 














Females, 


9 




• 


• 


1 


2 


. 


. 














Co. Totals, 




7 


• 


- 


2 


b 


- 


- 














Totals, 


'- 


1869 


176 


94 


101 


1421 


68 


6 


3 


i 


J 


39 


-^^^ 


Males, 


942 


^ 


87 


41 


64 


726 


34 


2 


2 


I 


17 


gate. 


Females, 


899 


. 


88 


43 


46 


694 


28 


3 


1 


1 


22 




Unknown, 


18 


- 


- 


10 


1 


1 


6 


• 


• 


• 












Br 


Mol. 


Ken 


t. 


Newport^ 


Providence. 


Wiahington. 


PAHnTAOl 


L 


Fatii. 


Motb. 














» 




F*. 


1 Mo. 


F<u 1 


Ko. 


F*. I Ho. 1 F*. 1 Mo. 


»L ) Ho. 


American 


9 


861 


874 


5S 


», 491 26, 


24 


82 


88, 654 671 


47| 42 


Fwdgn, 




674 


66^ 


£ 


t a 


4: 


8 


15 


11 647; 637 


5' 4 


Unkxiown 


f 


324 


822 


12C 


t, 123| 64 


62 


4 2' 1201 118; 


16! 22 

68, 68 


Totals, 


1859 


1859 


17S 


. 175 


94 


94 


101| 1011421H421I 


COLOB. 










1 






1 1 I 1 




White, 




1810 


1810 


17C 


1, 170 


91 


91 


99, 9913821882, 68 


68 


Col<»ed, 




49 


49 


6 


: 51 8 


3 


2 2| 89J 89 - 


- 


Totals, 


1859 


1859 


17S 


1751 94 


94 


lOli 1011421|1421; 68i 68 



r«5 
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MARRIAGES. 



Table IV. MARBIAGES. 1852-53. 

ExhUnting the number solemnized in the severed Covrnties during 
each month of the pear, and designating the Nativity and Color 
both of Males and Females. 



Months. 



June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
\%0 January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
Unknown, 

Total, 



Whole 
Namber. 



70 
72 
64 
70 
88 
100 
65 
82 
62 
43 
53 
60 
2 



831 



Bristol. 



5 
6 
7 
1 
7 
9 
7 
6 
5 
2 
2 
6 



63 



Kent. 



3 
3 
4 
5 
10 
4 
4 
5 



43 



Newport. 



6 

8 
3 
7 
5 
4 
7 
4 
3 
8 
6 
3 



63 



ProTidenoe. 



49 
51 
45 
46 
57 
72 
34 
58 
46 
30 
37 
43 



568 



Washing- 
ton. 



8 

4 

5 

11 

9 

11 

13 

9 

6 

3 

6 

7 

2 



94 



Natititt. 


M. 


r. 


M. 


P. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


*. 


M. 


F. 


American, 

Foreign, 

Unknovn, 


539 

239 

53 


535 

236 

60 


43 
20 

• 


41 
21 

1 


39 
4 


39 
4 


58 
1 
4 


58 
2 
3 


311 

216 

41 


310 
210 

48 


88 
2 
4 


87 
3 
4 


Total, 


831 


831 


63 


63 


43 


43 


63 


63 


568 


568 


94 


94 


COtOB. 

WMte, 
Colored, 


828 
3 


828 
3 


63 


63 


42 
1 


42 
I 


63 


63 

• 


567 

1 


567 

1 


93 
1 


93 
1 


Total, 


831 


831 


63 


63 


43 


43 


63 


63 


56fl 


56fl 


94 


94 
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TABLE V. DEATHS. 1852-53. 

ExhUnting the number of each Sex in the several CcnmtieSf during 
each month of the year. 





8bx. 


-• 


K 


COUKTT TOTALS. 


'^^^ MoK^s. 


BibtoL 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 


June, 


Maleg, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


38 
32 




3 
2 


3 


2 
2 


29 
24 


I 
3 




Bofli Sexes, 




70 


5 




4 


63 


4 


July, 


Males> 

Fenales, 

Unknown, 


43 
38 

• 




3 

to 




3 
2 


35 
33 


5 




Both Sexes, 




81 


3 




5 


68 


5 


August, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


81 

70 

5 




3 

4 


2 
2 
2 


7 
5 

• 


64 

67 

2 


6 
2 

1 




Both Sexes, 




156 


7 


6 


12 


123 


8 


September, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


67 
54 




• 


1 
2 

• 


5 
12 

• 


49 
36 


1 
1 




Both Sexes, 




111 


4 


3 


17 


85 


2 


October, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


46 
41 

1 




3 
3 


i 

4 
I 


7 
4 


33 

28 


2 
2 




BoOi Sexes, 




88 


6 


6 


11 


61 


4 


November, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


31 

36 

I 




2 
2 


2 
2 


3 

1 


24 

26 

1 


5 




Both Sexes, 




68 


4 


4 


4 


51 


5 


December, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


40 

43 

1 




3 
3 


2 

• 


5 

8 


28 

31 

1 


2 
1 




Both Sexes, 




84 


6 


2 


13 . 


60 


3 


^^=^^ January, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


47 

56 

1 




2 
3 

• 


3 
2 

1 


7 
11 


34 
38 


1 
1 




Both Sexes, 




103 


5 


6 


18 


72 


2 


February, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


43 
40 




1 
3 

• 


3 

1 


6 

8 


34 

28 


- 




Both Sexes, 




83 


4 


4 


13 


62 


- 


March, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


42 
55 




4 

4 

• 


2 
1 


6 

7 


27 
42 


3 
1 




Both Sexes, 




97 


8 


3 


13 


69 


4 
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Table V. Deaths. 1852-53. Continued. 





Sex. 


• 


^ 


COUKTY TOTALS. 


Months. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


April, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


62 

36 

1 




7 

1 


4 

1 


4 
3 


37 
31 

1 


- 




Both Sexes, 




89 


8 


5 


7 


69 




May, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


48 
42 

1 




3 
2 

1 


4 
3 


3 
2 


38 
34 


i 




Both Sexes, 




91 


6 


7 


5 


72 


1 


Not stated. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


2 
3 




• 
• 


• 
• 


2 
3 


- 


• 




Both Sexes, 




5 


- 


- 


5 


- 


- 


Aggregate, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


670 

545 

11 




32 
33 

1 


27 
19 

4 

50 


59 
68 


432 

408 
5 


20 
17 
15 




Totals, 


1126 


1126 


66 


127 


845 1 38 



10 
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TABLE VI. DEATHS. 1852-53. 

Exhibiting the tmmber of each Sex, at different Ages, in the several 
Counties, during the year 1853-53. 



^ 




Sex. 


^1 




COUKTT TOTALS. 


Oh 


AoBS. 


BrUtoL 


Kent 


port 


ProTl. 
denee. 


Wadi- 
ington. 


1st. 


One & Under, 

From 1 to 2, 

m 

2 to a, 

3 to 4, 

4 to 5, 

5 to 10, 
10 to 15, 
15 to 20, 
20 to 80, 
30 to 40, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


94 

71 

5 


^<^: 


8 

1 




3 
4 


78 

65 

2 


4 
1 
1 




Both Sexes, 




170 


9 




7 


145 


6 


2d. 


Males, , 
Females, 
Unknown, 


49 

65 

1 


- 


2 

7 




3 
2 


42 

44 

1 


1 

1 




Both Sexes, 


29 
32 

1 


105 


9 




5 


87 


2 


3d. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 




2 

1 




1 
3 


25 

24 

1 


1 
2 




Both Sexes, 




62 


3 




4 


50 


3 


4th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


23 
17 




2 

1 

• 


• 


1 


20 
15 


. 




Both Sexes, 




40 


3 




1 


35 


- 


5th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


11 
15 




1 




1 

1 


10 
12 


• 




Both Sexes, 




26 


1 




2 


22 


- 


6th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


29 
24 

• 




1 
2 




4 
4 


20 
18 


2 




Both Sexes, 




53 


3 




8 


38 


2 


7th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


7 
11 




• 




1 
2 


5 

8 


. 




Both Sexes, 




18 


- 




3 


13 


- 


8th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


19 
27 




3 

• 




2 

4 


17 
20 


. 




Both Sexes, 




46 


3 




6 

3 
7 


37 


- 


9th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


62 
64 




1 
3 




56 
51 


2 




Both Sexes, 




126 


4 




10 


107 


2 


10th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


50 
52 




4 
1 




3 
4 


43 

44 


2 




Both Sexes, 




102 


5 




7 


87 


2 
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Table VL Deaths. 1852-53. Contu«jei). 



i 






<n ^ 


, 


COIXKTT TOTALS. 


i 


Agsb. 


Sex. 


|fi 


|| 


Briltol. 


Kent. 


New. 


ProTl. 


WMh. 


& 






45 


<*iH 






port 


«enoe. 


Ington. 


nth. 


From 40 to 50, 






6 


2 


3 


33 


1 






Females, 


37 




5 


1 


I 


29 


1 




50 to 60, 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


• 




Both Sexes, 




82 


11 


3 


4 


62 


2 


12th. 


Males, 


31 




2 


3 


2 


21 


3 






Females, 


32 




4 


2 


8 


16 


2 




60 to 70, 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Both Sexes, 




63 


6 


6 


10 


37 


5 


13th. 


Males, 


40 




1 


1 


13 


22 


3 






Females, 


30 




. 


3 


7 


19 






70 to 80, 


Unknown, 






- 


- 


- 


- 






Both Sexes, 




70 


1 


4 


20 


41 




14th. 


Males, 


36 




1 


6 


10 


19 








Females, 


31 




3 


2 


6 


18 
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FIRST REGiSTRATlOK REPORT. [1853-5^ 



TABLE X. OCCUPATIONS. 1852-53. 



Exhibiting^ the Occupations, {so far as they could be ascertained,) of 
all Individuals, above twenty years of age, who have died dvHng 
the year; the ages being arranged in decennial periods, amdfoU 
lowed by the actual aggregate of ages of each class and sub-divi' 
sion, and the average age of each Individual of the several classes 
a/nd sub'divisions. 







1 


AGES. 1 


1. 

-11 


h 


1 


OCCUPATIOKS. 


O 


i 


§ 


S 


6 


s 


i 


1 




5 


s 


s 


s 


2 


s 


a 


S 




s^ 


g 




1 


1 


1 


1 


I. 


12 


1 


1 


■> 


< 


1. Agriculturists, 


3 


3 


1 


7 


10 


11 


3 


50 


3404 


68.08 


2. Laborers, . 


15 


8 


10 


4 


2 


3 


1 


- 


43 


1S06 


42.00 


8. Manufacturers, 


. 


1 


„ 


1 


_ 


. 


^ 


_ 


2 


80 


40.00 


Operative in Mill, 


. 


1 


- 


- 


- 


. 


- 


- 


1 


36 


36.00 


Overseer of Looms, 


- 


. 


- 


. 


\ 


. 


. 


- 


1 


67 


67.00 


Dresser Tender, . 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


. 


- 


- 


1 


53 


53.00 


Spinner, 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


24 


2400 


Superintendents Factories, 


- 


■ 


1 


1 




- 


- 


- 


2 


101 


50.50 


Totals, 


~i 


2 


1 


3 


"1 


- 


- 


- 


8 


361 


45.12 


4. Mechanics AND Artisans 
























Blacksmiths, 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 




. 


- 


4 


228 


57.00 


Boat BuHder, 






. 


- 




- 


1 




- 


- 


1 


69 


69.00 


Carpenters, 






1 


2 




2 


3 




- 


- 


11 


567 


51.54 


Carriage Maker, . 








- 




- 


- 




1 


- 


] 


81 


81.00 


Cigar Makers, 






2 


1 




- 


- 




- 


- 


3 


86 


28.66 


Designer, . 






. 


- 




- 


- 




- 


- 


1 


50 


50.00 


Engravers, . 






2 


- 




- 


- 




- 


- 


*2 


43 


21.50 


Hatt«r, 






. 


- 




- 


1 




- 


- 


i 


66 


66.00 


Jewellers, . 






1 


1 






- 




- 


- 


^ 


67 


28.50 


Leather Dresser, 






. 


- 






_ 




. 


- 


1 


72 


72.00 


Machinist, . 






. 


1 






- 




. 


- 


1 


31 


31.00 


Mechanic, . 






- 


- 






. 




. 


- 


1 


44 


44.00 


Miller, 






. 


- 










- 


- 


1 


j 74 


74.00 


Painters, 






1 


1 






_ 




. 


- 


3 


1 136 


45.00 


Saddler, . 








- 






1 




. 




I 


73 


73.00 


Shipwrights, 








- 










1 




*j 


131 


65.50 


Shoe Makers, 






2 


1 










1 




€ 


; 267 


44.50 


Silversmith, . 






1 


- 










- 




1 


1 22 


22.00 


TaQor, 








- 






1 




. 




1 


' 65 


65.00 


Turner, 








- 










- 




1 


60 


60.00 


Wagon Maker, 






n 


~i 


"c 








- 




1 


60 


60.00 


Total of Mechanics, &c 


"6 


"e 


"5 


"3 




4€ 


I 2281 


49.68 
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Table X. Occupations. 1852-53. Continued. 









AGES. 




Is 


! 


OCCUPATIONS. 


a 


9 

2 


i 
a 

o 


o 


d 

a 
S 


o 

g 


g 

2 


8 

l-H 

2 


5. Merchants, Thai 

Accountant, 

Apothecaries, 

Grocer, 

Leather Dealer, 

Merchants, . 

Pedlar, 

Traders, 


»£RS,^ 

SN. 


kc. 


• 


1 
1 
1 

1 


2 
2 


1 


1 


1 

2 


- 




1 

2 
1 

1 
4 
1 
3 


79 
92 
65 
35 

201 
37 

168 


79.00 
46.00 
65.00 
55.00 
50.25 
37.00 
61.00 


Totals, 

6. Professional Mi 
Judge, 
Lawyer, 

Music Teacher, . 
Musician, 
Physician, . 
Student, 


1 

1 

"2 

4 

1 
1 

1 
3 

1 
1 


4 

1 

1 

~2 

2 

1 
1 

1 
~3 

1 


4 

1 

"T 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 


1 

1 
1 

1 


1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


3 

1 
1 






13 


692 

G8 
38 
21 
47 
38 
30 


53.23 

68.00 
36.00 
21,00 
47*00 

3aoo 

80,00 


Totals, 

7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous. 
Bakers, 

Bank Officer, 
Boarding-House E 
Butchers, . 
Cook, 
Drayman, 
Furnace Tender, 
Gentleman, 
Landlord, 
Marine News Col] 
Stevedore, . 
Stage Drivers, 
Teamster, . 
Waiter, . , 


Lcepei 
lector 


1 


- 


6 
10 

2 
1 


243 

435 

94 

50 
62 
151 
23 
49 
25 
62 
6Si 
78 
47 
67 
82 
37 


40.33 
43.50 

47-10 
50,00 
52,00 
50.33 
23.00 
49.00 
25.00 
62,00 
68.00 
78.00 
47.00 
28,50 
82.00 
37.00 


Totals, 

9. Females. 
Cook, 
Domestics, 
Dressmaker, 


5 
2 


3 
2 


2 


1 

1 
1 

• 


1 

• 


- 


18 

1 
7 
1 


875 

77 

325 

25 


48.61 

77.00 
46.42 
25.00 



34 FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. [i853-5a 

Table X. Occupations, 1852-53. Continued. 









AOBS. 


■§■2 


r 


1 

•5 


OCCUPATIONS. 




s 

s 


S 
a 
§ 


S 

a 

o 


d 
S 

s 


70 to 80. 
80 to 90. 
90 to 100. 


House Keepers, 

Milliner, 
Seamstress, 
Spinster, 
Teachers, . 
Weavers, 






3 


1 


2 

1 

1 


1 
1 


2 

1 


1 


• m 


8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 


346 
74 
63 
55 
27 
75 
62 


43.25 
74.00 
63.00 
66.00 
27.00 
87.60 
31.00 


Totals, 

Paupers — 
Males, 
Females, 


2 


2 

1 


6 


4 

1 


3 


3 

. 1 


1 - 

2 - 


25 

2 

6 


1129 

140 
260 


45.16 

70.00 
52.00 
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RECAPITULATION OF TABLE X. 



OCOUTAMON. 



AGES. 






h 



1. Agriculturists, . 

2. Laborers, 

3. Manufacturers, . 

4. Mechanics, Artisans, &c. 
6. Merchants, Traders, &c, 

6. Professional Men, 

7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous, . 

Grand Totals, 



9. Females, 
10. Paupers, 
Males, 
Females, 



12 
3 

5 
3 

1 
1 



50 
43 

8 
46 
13 

6 
10 
18 



3404 
1806 
361 
2281 
692 
242 
435 
875 



39 



31 



29242725 



16 



194 



25 



10,096 
1129 

140 
260 



68.08 
42.00 
45.12 
49,58 
53.23 
40.33 
43.50 
48.61 



52.04 
45.16 

70.00 
52.00 



da 



FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852-5:J. 



Table XL Supplementary to Table X. 
Exhibiting the OccupcUions of Minor Sy so far as reported. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Minors — Males. 
Barber, 
Carpenter, 
Farmer, 
Laborers, 
Plaster Artist, 
Student, 

Totals, 

Minors — Femak, 
Domestic, . 
Tailoress, . 
Teacher, 

Totals, 



20 
20 
16 
16 
16 
16 



18 
17 
19 



17 



20 



20 



r 



1 
1 
1 

5 

1 
_1 

10 



^ 



20 
20 
16 
93 
16 
16 



18 
17 
19 



20.00 
20.00 
16.00 

laeo 

16.00 
16.00 

laio 



18.00 
17.00 
19.00 



64 18.0« 



OCCUPATION IN CONNECTION WITH DISEASE. S7 
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REPORT. 



In presenting the first Report that has ever been issued by State 
authority, on the important subject of the Registration of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths in Rhode Island, it is fitting to pass in re* 
view, as briefly as possible, the history of legislation thereon, and 
to refer to the principal movements which eventuated in the en- 
actment of the law that is now in force, and under which the re- 
sults arrived at by its operation are here embodied for the infor- 
mation of the Legislature, and the benefit of the Public. 

HISTORY OF REGISTRATIVE LEGISLATION. 

We have taken especial pains to examine every public docu- 
mient, whether in manuscript or print, to which we have been ena- 
bled to gain access, relating to the Acts and Resolves of the CJolony 
and State, firom its first settlement to the present time. 

Influenced by that strict regard for justice, that earnest solicitude 
for the protection of individual rights, and that ardent zeal for the 
preservation of public morals, which strongly characterized the 
founders of Providence Plantations, they, amongst their earliest 
acts, passed one relating to our present subject ; so that the germ 
of Registration may be said to be coeval with the Colony itself. 

The Code of Laws in which this is to be found was " made and 
agreed upon at the General Court of Election, held at Portsmouth, 
on Rhode Island, the 19th, 20th and 21st of May, 1647, for the 
Colony and province of Providence." 

The following is the Law,* viz. : 

* We quote from a copy of the only edition ever issued. For this the puhlic is greatly 
indebted to His Honor Judge Staples, whose well known antiquarian skill and caution in 
research are ample guaranties for the faithfulness with which he executed his self-imposed 
task. We were desirous of quoting from the original, in order to preserve the ancient 
orthography ; hut on application at the Secretary of State's office, .wo learned, much to 
our regret, that both the original Record and the manuscript copy, the only one in ex* 
istence, had been sent to New]K>rt, under the sanction of the Qe&end Assembly, for the 
use of a gentleman engaged in historical investigations. 

6 
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« MARRIAGE. 

It is agreed and ordered by the authority of this present As- 
sembly, for the preventing many evils and mischiefs that may fol- 
low thereon, that no contract or agreement between a man and a 
woman to own each other as man and wife, shall be owned from 
henceforth throughout the whole Colony as a lawful marriage, 
nor their children or issue so coming together to be legitimate or 
lawfully begotten, but such as are, in the first place, with the pa- 
rents' consent, then orderly published in two several meetings of 
the townsmen, and lastly confirmed before the head officer of the 
town and entered into the town clerk's book. And that man that 
goes contrary to this present ordinance established, shall forfeit 
five pounds to the parents of the maid, and be bound to his good 
behavior ; and all the accessories shall forfeit five pounds a man, 
half whereof shall go to the grieved parents, and the other half to 
the town." 

The next earliest Act, we have seen, is among those passed by 
the Greneral Court of Commissioners at Warwick, March, 1655-56. 
It is as follows, viz. : 

" It is ordered, that Marriages shall be published at a town 
meeting, or on a training day at the head of the company, or by a 
writing under the Magistrate's hand fixed upon some noted place 
in the town. 

" It is ordered, that in case the bans of Marriage be forbidden, 
the party coming before two Magistrates, shall be examined, if 
they disallow, they shall refer them to the next General Court of 
Trials, and if they allow, they may marry." 

On page 22d of a manuscript, in folio, in the Secretary of State's 
office, entitled, " Laws and Acts made From the settlement of Heir 
Majestyes Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, by 
the Gen" Assembly of s* Colony, & Confirmed by authority there- 
of, according to his Majestyes Gracious Charter, granted to 
8* Colony in y« fifteenth year of his Reign Anno Domini," [1662,] 
we find the subjoined, viz. : 

" And by this Assembly & y* Authority thereof we doe Enact & 
declare all marriages shall be in way manner & form as FoUoweth 
y' man y* hath A respect to a maid & doth desire to obtaine her 
in Marriage If her Parents be Liveing shall first acquaint her Pa- 
rents thereof and upon their Consenting thereto he shall have 
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Banes of matrimony set up in a Pablick Place in y* To\ni or be 
Pnbfished two sevei* times In A Publick Assembly In the Town 
& there remaine firom after y» first Publication Tenn Day's (& 
afifwards before one of the Genei" officers shaU they be married) 
according to y^ Usuall Custome of this place & then a Certificate 
shall be given by y^ Officer y* Joynes them togeather in Marriage 
to y^ party so married who shaU Carry it to the Clarke of y* Town 
where y^ Marriage was Solemized & have it Placed upon Record 
& y* p^'son y* Groes Contrary to y* above s* act ShaU forfeit five 
Pounds to y^ Parents of y^ Maid & if they Presume to goe to take 
Each oth^ contrary to this act he shaU not onely forfiet five Pounds 
but be bound to his Grood behaviour & all accessaries shall forfiet 
five Pounds one half whereof shall go to the Greived Parents & 
y* Oth'' halfe to y« use of y* Town & their Children or Issue y* any 
shall have w*out this due & orderly Course by Law hereby En- 
acted shall be looked at not to be Legitimate." 

In the printed copy of the Laws passed in the sixteenth year of 
the Reign of Charles the Second, A. D. 1663, there will be found 
on p. 12th, " An Act for Preventing Clandestine Marriages." It 
forbids any one being married without publication by ten days 
exposure of banns in some public place, or by being published 
" Two several times in a Publick Assembly" in the Town "where 
the Persons designing to Marry dwell"; authorizes "any Assist- 
ant, Justice of the Peaco'or Warden, to intermarry" the Persons 
so published ; requires him to furnish the Persons married, a Cer- 
tificate of the fact, which they shall carry to the Town Clerk, and 
" place the same to Record." " The Officer that Marries them and 
gives a Certificate shall have three shillings for the same." Any 
one who "shall Marry with any Female" contrary to Law, is 
subject to a penalty of Five Pounds^^^ to be " Recovered by the 
Town Treasurer^" &c. 

In immediate connection with this Act, and apparently consti- 
tuting a clause of it, is the following, viz. : 

AND be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid^ That the 
Colonies seal, shall have Engraven thereon an Anchor, and the 
motto thereof shall be the word HOPE. 

Accidental though this juxtaposition may be, we can but in- 
dulge a hope of its proving a happy augury that the fond antici- 
pations we entertain in regard to the successful operation of the 
new Registration Act, wiU not be disappointed. 

The next action that we can trace, was had at the General As- 
-aembly held at Newport, May 3d, 1665. In this, it will be no- 
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tlced that the law of 1647 is alluded to ; and it will also be seen 
that, owing to the lax manner in which former acts had been re- 
garded, farther legislation became necessary. The Ajct sets forth 
that, 

** The Assembly do, by this present act, order and declare, that 
the law to that end made at a Court in May, in the year 1647^ 
shall be punctually observed throughout this jurisdiction, and also 
that any and all other orders made since, in this Colony as relat- 
ing to the said law of Marriage, wherein the order and way of 
publications or recording of Marriages are prescribed, be also ob- 
served, and that the said law and orders be the more duly minded 
and observed by all persons within this jurisdiction, it is ordered and 
declared by this Assembly and the authority thereof, that besides 
the penalty or penalties anexed to the aforesaid law or orders in 
case of non-observance thereof, there shall be a further penalty 
henceforth in such case inflicted on persons that shall otherwise 
presume to marry or live together as man and wife, that is to say, 
they shall be proceeded against and punished as for fornication, 
and that from time to time, or from one General Court of Trials 
to another, until they shall either live apart or observe the rule 
premised and prescribed in the aforesaid law and orders. 

" Yet, nevertheless, it is hereby to be understood, that any per- 
sons now living within the confines expressed in our late Charter 
given by his Majesty to this Colony, and that are reported to 
Uve together as man and wife, by the common observation or 
account of their neighbors before this Act was passed, shall not 
come under any of the censures, fines, and penalties in any the 
forepremised Act or orders, or in this present one concerning Mar- 
riages, contained or expressed, however there may have been some 
neglect of the dvie observation of the rules and directions to that 
end therein contained and prescribed, which, through the several 
alterations, interruptions and other overturns in this jurisdictioa 
hath, on sundry occasions happened heretofore, neither shall any 
person, whether man or woman, so reputed now of having lived 
as married, though not having observed punctually the rules pre- 
scribed, take any advantage thereof to leave either such wife or 
such husband, neither shall the children of such be reputed illegit- 
imate, but all such reputed marriages formerly made and not hith- 
erto detected or complained against by a due progress of law, or 
already by the Assembly disannulled or punished, shall be and 
are by the authority of this Assembly deemed to be good, firm and 
authentic to all intents and purposes, as if every such marriage 
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were made according to, or persons so reputed or living together 
as man and wife in the observation of the neighbors, had fully and 
duly observed the rules and punctillios in the former laws, acts* 
or orders before intended, expressed or contained, and this Act to 
be authentic to all intents and purposes premised any former law^ 
acts or orders, clause or clauses in the said law, act or order to 
the contrary hereof in any wise notwithstanding." 

Following this is another clause for the more effectual enforce- 
ment, and the punishment of breaches, of a certain law passed 
May, 1657, which not pertaining to our present purpose, we omit 
transcribing. 

The various Acts, which from time to time had been passed in 
reference to Births, Marriages and Deaths, did not meet with that 
strict observance they should have done ; for 

" Att a Generall Assembly held at Newport May 3d, 1698," as 
appears by reference to p. 83d of the manuscript already quoted, it 
was found necessary to pass a farther " Act for Registering Mar- 
riages, Births and Burialls." The Preamble, which sets forth the 
difficulties that had arisen in consequence of the non-compliance 
with former Acts, — and the Act itself — are in the words following, 
viz.: 

WHEREAS this Assembly haveing had some Information 
yt ye ways of Marriages w^*^ by Law hath been solemnized 
throughout this Colony according to y^ Laws & Ordinances made 
and Enacted for y^ End but some neglect have been in not so duly 
by some People in most Towns in this Colony observed in not 
makeing Eecord of their Marriages and Births of there Children 
and not Entering on Record According to y® Laws so Enacted & 
made y^ Register of y^ p^sons Deceased whereby some p^sons have 
taken y« advantage of y® Law to Render such p^'sons in s^ Colony 
not duly observeing y« Act of Registering their Marriages &c. as 
to declare all such Children not born imd^ ye Register abovemen- 
tioned to be Ulegetimate w^^ Looks not well in any Prson or 
p^sons so Casting any Reproach on any, & for a more ordrly 
Registering the Marriages Births & Burialls according to y® Laws 
of this Colony Bee it Enacted by this Assembly & y® Authority 
thereof, & it is hereby Enacted y* all Marriages y^ have been 
solemnized throughout this Colony According to y* Laws of 
yo Colony shall & are hereby Declared to be Lawfull & good in 
y« Law to Issue and Children bom to Inherit & Possess any 
Lands &c. although there hath not been y^ due care in Registering 
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y® marriages & births &c. according to any former Act made or 
Enacted in any wise to y® Contrary notw^^'standing. 

NEVERTHELESS its y« Intent of this Act y* all p^sons for 
y« future shall duly & truly observe y® Acts & Laws of this Colo* 
ny to Proceed in Marriages in all y® Towns in this Colony & by 
Carrying into y® Town Clerke of each Town there Marriages and 
Births of their Children and Buriall of there Dead w'^^in ten days 
after all such things are past & every Town Clerke shall make a 
true & due Record thereof & Bee it Further Enacted y* y« Town 
Clerke of every Town shall return unto y® head Majeatrate of 
every Town or Cheif Justice of y® Peace once in a year y® acco* of 
all such Marriages births & burialls when required y* a due Corse 
in Law may be observed & y® table of fees shall be as followeth. 
To y® Magestrate y* Joynes or Pronounceth y® Lawfullness of 
y® Marriage & for a Certificate to y^ Person Married £00:03:00 

The Town Clerk's Fees. 
To yo Registering y« Marriage, - - £00:00:06 

To Registering of Births Each, - . - - £00:00:04 

To Registering of Burrialls Each, • - £00:00:04.'' 

In the same manuscript, on page 93d, is an Act entitled " An 
Act for Preventing Unlawful Marriages ;" the earliest preceding 
date to which is « Newport the Thirtyeth Day of A|Mril 1700." It 
will be seen, by the tenor of it, that the firamers deemed former 
laws not sufficiently rigorous. 

By this Act all persons " Desirous to be Joyned together in. 
Marriage" were required to make " application to some person ia 
authority" for a publication in writing, which was to " be sett up 
in some Public Place," and there remain " for y« Space of Four- i 

teen Days." K the persons came firom any other Government, i 

they were required to produce a Certificate that they were " Cleare / 

firom all others," and had " complyed with such laws & orders" as 
were there in force. Any Person in Authority presuming to " Joyn * 

persons Together in Marriage unlawfully" was subject, for the p 

first offence, to forfeirt " the sum of five pounds in money," and 
for the second, " ten pounds for the use of the Colony & be sus- 
pended his Office." . , 

By the Act of 1663, the bridegroom alone incurred a penalty ^ 

for violating its requisitions ; no such discrimination or partiality 
was manifested by this later Act, for the final clause declares, .^ 

<' That if any Persons shall presume to take themselves in Mar- 
riage or to be Joyned together in Marriage in this Colony y* liave j^^ 
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not first been Published," &c, &c. " y» person or persons so of- 
fending shall forfeit as a fine to y® Colony y« sum of five pounds 
in money or be Imprisoned three months in the Comon Goal or 
sufff Corporall Punishment not Exceeding thirty nine stripes upon 
his Naked Back at y^ Publick Whipping Post Any Act or Acts 
to the Contrary notwithstanding." 

The next Legislative action will be found among the " Laws 
Made and Past by the General Assembly — Held at Warwick^ the 
29th Day of October, 1701." On p. 47th of the edition of the "Acts 
and Laws" printed at " Boston, in New England" A. D. 1719, we 
find " An Act, in addition* to an Act, for preventing of Clandestine 
Marriages : And also for the Registring of Marriages, Births & 
Burials." 

That portion of the Act relating to Clandestine Marriages is es« 
sentially similar to the preceding Act, and we shall therefore omit 
it. 

By this, no one was allowed to be married excepting by an As' 
sistantj Justice of the Peace, or Warden of the Colony, unless 
** Lawfully Married according^ to the Laws, Customs, Usage & 
Ceremony of the Church of Enffland, as by Law Established," or 
<* Duly Married according to the Toleration allowed" the " People 
called Ctuakers," The last two clauses of the Act are in the words 
following; viz. 

^< AND be a farther Enacted^ That all Marriages shall be Re' 
corded in the Town where they are Consummated, & the Assis- 
tant, Justice or Warden, shall return the Names of those they 
Marry, and when Married, unto the Toum Clerk, within Three 
Months after the Consummation thereof ; & shall Pay to the Town 
Clerk, Threepence for the^Registring thereof; & he shall be Paid 
Three Shilling's for the same. 

AND be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all 
Sirths and Burials of all Children shall be Registred in the Town 
Clerk's Office, in the same Town where they happen to be Born 
or Die, by the Parents of such Children as shall be Born or Die, 
as aforesaid, within Two Month's time after the Birth or Burial 
thereof; for Registring of each, the Town Clerk shall be paid 
Fcmr-pence, by the Parent of such Child or Children ; & that who- 
3oever shall Refuse or Neglect so to do, shall for every Month's 
Neglect after said Two Months is Expired, Forfeit Twelve-pence 

*Jxi tho Digest printed at Newport, Rhode Island " hy the T^dow Franklin, and to 
be sold at the Town School-House, MDCCXLV.", this is set forth, simply as " An Act 
for prerenting of," &c. whereby some might be misled, as we, at first, were. 
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per Month; to be recovered upon Conviction thereof, in any Conrt 
of Record, by the Town Treasurer of said Town ; the one Moiety 
thereof for the Use of such Town Treasurer as shall sue for the 
same." 

In the Record of Proceedings, at the session held April, 1708, 
we find the following, viz. : 

" Whereas there is an Act of this Colony, that all marriages, 
births and burials, shall be registered in the several Town Clerks' 
office in each respective town in this Colony, but there being no 
penalty imposed in said Act upon such persons as shall neglect 
or refuse to comply according to said Act, it has, for the most 
part, or by the greatest part, been neglected and not complied 
with, be it therefore further enacted," &c., " That if any person or 
persons in this Colony shall, or do neglect or refuse, after the dis- 
solution of this Assembly, to give or send an account of their mar- 
riages, births and burials to the Town Clerk within the space pre- 
fixed in said Act with the fees due for registering the same, shall 
be under the penalty of the forfeiture of three shillings, for the use 
of the poor of the town where the neglect shall be, to be taken by 
a warrant from a Justice, or conservator of said town. 

" And it is further enacted, That if any Town Clerk, upon the 
return of any such marriages, births, or burials, with the fee due 
for registering the same, shall neglect or refuse to make record 
thereof in the town book, which shall be appointed for that use, 
shaU, for every such neglect, forfeit the sum aforesaid, to be taken 
and put to the use aforementioned." 

The next movement, that we have been enabled to trace, took 
place nearly twenty years subsequently, when the following 
amendatory Act was passed by the General Assembly, held at 
Warwick^ the last Wednesday of October^ 1727, viz. : 

« An Act in Addition to an Act, for Recording Marriages, Births 

and Burials. 

WHEREAS there is an Act of the General Assembly of this 
Colony^ made in the Year 1701, Requiring all Marriages^ 
Births, and Burials, to be Recorded in Manner as is therein ex- 
pressed, and upon the Pains and Penalties therein contained, 
vfhich has proved ineffectual hitherto, to compel Persons to Register 
their Marriages, and the Births and Deaths of their Children and 
near Relations, by Reason the Town Treasurer, who is not the 
Recorder of such Marriages, Births and Burials, was hnpowered 
to sue for the same. 
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For remedying whereof for the Future, 

BE it Enacted by the General Assembly of this Colony^ and by 
the Authority of the same it is Enacted^ That the Town Clerk 
of each respective Town in this Colony, be, and he is hereby Au- 
thorized and Impowered, to sue for and Recover of all and every 
Person or Persons, that shall refuse or neglect to Register his or 
their Marriage or Marriages, or the Birth or Death of his or their 
Children, as by the aforesaid Act is enjoy ned, and on the same 
Penalties, the one Moiety to be to and for the Town Clerk if he 
sues for the same, and the other Moiety to and for the Use of the 
Town, to be Recovered before any Justice of the Peace, Warden, 
&c." 

The next action was by the General Assembly " held at New- 
port^ the first Monday in December, 1733 ;" when was passed, 
" An Act for enabling the settled and ordained Ministers and 

Elders of every Denomination of Christians in this Colony, to 

join Persons together in Marriage." 

The preamble sets forth that 
TTTHERE AS the Clergy of the Church of England, and the Peo- 
^ * pie, catted Quakers, are empowered and tolerated to publish 
and join Persons together in Marriage ; and the Charter of this 
Colony gives equal Bights anfid Privileges to all the religious sode^ 
ties in this Government; yet no Provision has hitherto been made 
by any Act of Assembly, that the Ministers or Elders of the ftes- 
byterian and Baptist Perswasions should have the Liberty to pub' 
lish wnd marry. 

BE IT enacted;' &c. 

The last clause of this Act, which is all, that for our purposes, 
it is necessary here to copy, is as follows : 

" AND be it further Enacted, That every Minister or Elder 
shall keep an exact Account of all Marriages performed by either 
of them, viz. : The Names of the Parties, and Time when married, 
and return the Parties' Names once every year after the Com- 
mencement of this Act, to the Clerk of the Town where each 
marriage was consummated, to be by him registered, when the 
said Clerk shall be paid Six Pence by the Minister or Elder for the 
Registring of each marriage. Moreover, every such Minister or 
Elder shall be allowed Three Shillings by the Parties by them 
married, for joining such Persons together in marriage." 

In the Digest of Acts and Laws 1766, will be found two Acts. 
The first on page 172 et seq. is entitled " An Act to prevent clan- 

7 
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destine Marriages." By this Act, the authority to join persons in 
Marriage is extended so as to include " any settled and ordained 

Minister or Elder of any" " Congregational or Independent 

Church, Society, or Congregation," &c ; and by the final clause, 
" any Persons professing the Jewish Religion — ^may be joined to- 
gether in Marriage according to their own Usages and Rites." 
The form of a Publication in writing is set forth, which is to be 
furnished, when application is made to an Assistant, Justice of 
the Peace, or Warden ; who is also required to cause it to be af- 
fixed in some public Place" " for the Space of Fifteen Days." 
When application is made to a Minister or Elder he is required 
" openly, and by speaking" to " publish the Banns" — " Three sever- 
al Sundays, Holidays, or other Days of public Worship, in the 
Meeting in the Town, where the Parties respectively belong." 
" Two credible Witnesses at the least" are required to be present 
at the Solemnization of the Marriage, besides the person officia- 
ting ; and the Fee is established at Three Shillings. Persons are 
required to produce Certificates of Publication, and if they come 
firom another Government, Certificates that they have conformed 
to the Laws of such Government. 

The Penalty against Officers or Ministers unlawfully joining 
" Persons together in Marriage" was made exceedingly severe in 
comparison to what it formerly had been. On conviction, he was 
to " forfeit and pay as a Fine into the General Treasury the Sum 
of One Hundred Pounds," and if the Offender was an Assistant, 
Justice, or Warden, he was to ^' be suspended firom his Office and 
adjudged and rendered incapable forever afterwards of sustaining 
any Office in the Colony." A like Penalty was to be infficted, in 
case any Officer or Minister should presume knov(dngly to marry 
Persons who had Wives or Husbands living. 

The corporal punishment, to which Persons marrying contrary 
to Law rendered themselves liable by a previous Act, was abol- 
ished, and such Offenders were rendered subject to a Fine of 
Twenty Pounds, or to " Three Months Imprisonment." 

The second Act, which may be found on pp. 175 and 176, is 
entitled, " An Act for registering Marriages, Births, and Burials." 
By this Act, Officers or Ministers marrying Persons are directed 
immediately afterwards to furnish them a Certificate according to 
a prescribed Form, which, the married Persons are required " with- 
in One Month's Time" thereafter, to have " registered in the Town 
Clerk's Office," under a Penalty of " Six Pence per Month" " for 
every Month's Neglect." 
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Parents are required to have the Births and Deaths of their chil- 
dren " registered by the Town Clerk of the Town where they hap- 
pen to be born or die, within Two Months after the Birth or 
Death ;" and for every Month's Neglect afterwards, they are sub- 
ject to a Penalty of Six Pence per Month. 

The Town Clerks were empowered to recover all Fines and 
Forfeitures, before a Court of Justices or Wardens in the Town 
where the Fine was incurred, " by an Action of Debt, One Moie- 
ty thereof for the Use of the said Town, & the other Moiety to and 
for the Use of the said Town Clerk who shall sue for the same." 

In the Digest of 1798 there are two Acts. The first is designed 
to prevent clandestine Marriages. It corresponds in most partic- 
ulars to that of 1766. The privilege or authority of performing 
the rites is extended '^ to the ordained Minister of any religious 
denomination in the town" — also to " any" — " Judge of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court or Justice of a Court of Common Pleas." 
Parties living in different towns are required to be published in 
both. Fee for marrying is one dollar. No one authorized under 
a penalty of two hundred doUaxa to ^' join in marriage any white 
person with any Negro, Indian or mulatto." Such marriages are 
declared nxdl and void. Parties about being married required to 
produce a certificate of publication when the ceremony is to be 
performed by some one other than him by whom published. The 
way, in which objections to marriages are to be made, is pointed 
out. The penalty for unlawfully joining persons in marriage is 
fixed at not more than one thousand nor less than fifty dollars ; 
and the penalty for marrying a person known to have a husband 
or wife living is five hundred dollars. The penalty for presuming 
to be married illegally is fifty dollars. 

The second Act relates more immediately to our subject, being 
designed to regulate the registering of Marriages, Births and Bu- 
rials. This is, essentially, the law to be found in the digest of 
1766, substituting, in conformity to our Currency, eight cents pen- 
ally, for " Six Pence." 

The Marriage Act, in the Digest of 1828, is mainly a repetition 
of that of 1798; the only material variation being the increasing 
of the penalty for marrying persons illegally, by subjecting the 
person officiating, to imprisonment for the space of six months. 
The Registration Act is a transcript of that of 1798. 

The Marriage Act in the Digest of 1844, with slight modifica- 
tions, and the rendering a person illegally officiating liable to a 
fine or imprisonment, instead of to both, remains as previously. 
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The Registry Act contains some important additions and 
modifications. As portions of this are still in force, we here pub- 
lish it. 

" It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. Every person authorized by law to join persons in 
marriage shall, within sixty days after the solemnization of any 
marriage, lodge with the town clerk of the town in which such 
marriage was solemnized, a certificate of such marriage, in the 
following form, to wit : 

" I hereby certify that of son of — and — — of 

— — daughter of — — were lawfully united in marriage on the 

— day of by me," and pay him for recording the same 

the sum of ten cents, upon the penalty of five dollars for every neg- 
lect. 

Sec. 2. Every parent shall lodge with the town clerk of the 
town in which he resides, a certificate signed by himself of the 
birth of each of his children, within two months after birth, upon 
the penalty of one dollar for every neglect. 

Sec 3. The executor or administrator of every deceased per- 
son shall, within two months after the granting of letters testa- 
mentary or of administration, and if the deceased be a minor, 
then the parent or guardian of the deceased shall, within two 
months firom the death of said minor, lodge with the town clerk 
of the town in which the deceased last dwelt, a certificate in writ- 
ing under his hand of the time of the death of the deceased, upon 
the penalty of one dollar. 

Sec 4. The town clerk of each town shall record the certifi- 
cates of marriages, births and deaths, so lodged with him for rec- 
ord, in a proper book or books, to be kept for such purpose only, 
upon the penalty of ten dollars for each neglect 

Sec 6v All penalties under this act may be sued for and re- 
covered by action of debt, before any justice of the peace in the 
town where they are incurred, by the treasurer of said town, to 
and for the use of the said town : provided always^ that such suit 
be brought within two years after the right of action occurred." 

This Act seems to have met with no satisfactory response from 
those designated to carry out its provisions, and in consequence 
it soon became, and remained, a dead letter in the statute book. 

From the want of suitable interest in the subject, the impres- 
sion that no legislation could reach it, so as to render attainable 
the information desired, — ^the idea that facts, in number and va- 
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riety sufficient to render the results arrived at of any practical im- 
port, could not be gathered, — ^the almost utter destitution of the 
description of knowledge which would impress the community 
and the Legislature with the manifold advantages that must flow 
from a diligent cultivation and methodic investigation and study 
of Vital Statistics, and the due enforcement of judicious sanitary 
measures, some of these reasons, or all of them combined, with 
perhaps others not here specified, tended to produce a lukewarm- 
ness in the community, which dampened the ardor of the advo- 
cates of this great reformatory measure ; and in consequence, at- 
tention was for a season withdrawn from it. 

Having been led to notice the legislative action had, from time 
to time, in relation to Marriage, in consequence of the laws of 
Registration having grown out of, or being originally included 
with it, we subjoin, in order to furnish a complete view of the 
Marriage enactments, the first section of the Act now in force, 
which was passed by the General Assembly, at the January Ses- 
sion, 1849. It is entitled, 

. " An Act in amendment of an act to prevent Clandestine Mar- 
riages." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. Any minister or elder domiciled in this State, or 
other person authorized bylaw to "join persons in marriage, may 
join persons in marriage, after the intention of marriage has been 
once published in some public religious meeting by some person 
authorized to join persons in marriage. K either or both of the 
parties reside in this State, such publication shall be made in the 
town where the parties reside, and if they reside in different towns, 
then in each town where either shall reside. So much of the act 
hereby amended as requires any different mode of publication, or 
requires any persons coming from other States to be published ac- 
cording to the laws of such States, is hereby repealed." 

By the second and only other section, persons who join others 
in marriage, or who are married illegally, render themselves liable 
to the penalties specified in the former Act. 

The subject of Registration, although perhaps occasionally al- 
luded to despondingly and regrettingly by its friends, was not 
again seriously agitated until the year 1849, when the Hon. Wil- 
kins Updike, a gentleman well known for the energy and efficiency 
with which he has espoused many causes by him deemed of essen- 
tial moment to the public weal, was stimulated to the enterprize 
of arousing once more the attention of the General Assembly to 
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the importance, indeed we may say the necessity, of taking some 
decisive registrative action in this State. 

For the purpose of obviating what he conceived to be the de- 
fects in the former Acts, which caused them to be inoperative, he 
introduced into the Legislature a bill, making it compulsory on 
Physicians, under a heavy penalty for neglect, annually to furnish 
complete Returns of all the Births and Deaths occurring within 
their practice. It is in the words following, viz. : 

" An Act in addition to ' An Act for registering Marriages, Births, 

and Deaths.' 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. That every practising physician and surgeon in 
this State shall keep an annual register of the birth of every child 
in the course of his practice, and the name of the parent and sex 
of such child : and shall, also, keep an annual register of the death 
of every patient to whom he shall be professionally called, and 
therein state the name, day and place of the death of such patient, 
the disease whereof he died, the occupation or profession of such 
patient, and whether single or married, and whether he died a 
natural, accidental or suicidal death, or in consequence of a duel ; 
and on or before the first day of February, in each year, every 
such physician or surgeon shall transmit an attested copy of such 
annual register containing all the entries aforesaid required, up to 
the first day of the preceding January of every year, to the Presi- 
dent of the Rhode Island Medical Society, under the penalty of 
fifty dollars. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the said Rhode Island Medical 
Society, or the person acting as such for the time being, shall 
classify and make out a tabular statement from the registers afore- 
said, with such remarks as he may think necessary, and present a 
report thereof to the Greneral Assembly at the May Session, annu- 
ally, under the penalty of fifty dollars." 

This bill was not passed ; but the strong position assumed by 
its mover unquestionably had a happy influence, and was proba- 
bly one means of concentrating the efforts and eliciting the co- 
operation of the Medical Profession for the accomplishment of the 
great purpose aimed at. For, subsequently, as appears by the 
Records of the Rhode Island Medical Society, (June 27th, 1849,) 
the following preamble and resolution offered by Dr. Mauran^ 
were adopted : 
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" Whereas^ The Legislature of this State having at the present 
session passed to a second reading, certain resolutions touching 
the important question of Registration of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths, and raised a committee of conference with this Society — 

It is therefore Resolved, That a special committee of three be 
appointed to confer with the Legislative Committee, and report 
at the ensuing semi-annual meeting of this Society. Drs. J. Mau- 
ran, U. Parsons and L. Miller, were appointed this Committee." 

Dr. Mauran, as Chairman of the Committee mentioned above, 
read a paper before that body, on the subject of Registration, 
wherein the Hon. Mr. Updike's bill was referred to, and com- 
mented upon ; and a form of enactment, free from its objectiona- 
ble features, yet not less decided in its character, was suggested 
as a substitute. This paper was approved by the members, and 
the views therein set forth, were adopted by a formal vote, Dec. 
19, 1849, as expressing the sense of the Society : the Committee 
was continued for the purpose of conferring " with a Committee 
from the General Assembly" and of effecting, if possible, the pas- 
sage of a law in accordance with the outlines submitted. A Me- 
morial was accordingly prepared, and at the January Session A. D. 
1850, the Chairman of the Committee, who had been untiring in 
his worthy efforts, presented it to the General Assembly, by which 
body it was unanimously referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. That Committee held a series of meetings, at which the 
various bearings of this momentous subject on the welfare of the 
State, were laboriously investigated and deliberately discussed. 
The result was the drafting, and reporting a bill for the consider- 
ation of the Legislature. 

On the eighth of February, the order of the day being under 
consideration, the House of Representatives, on motion of Mr. 
Holden of Warwick, " Voted that Dr. Mauran be invited to ad- 
dress them," in reference to the general character and principles of 
the bill. This gentleman kindly and promptly accepted the invi- 
tation, " and gave a very interesting and instructive sketch of the 
legislation on this subject upon the Continent and in this Coun- 
try, and illustrated the great importance of the information re- 
quired by the bill and the beneficial results that had been derived 
in thdse Countries where such a system of Registration had been 
adopted." 

The bill reported was thereupon, on motion of the Hon. Wil- 
kins Updike, taken up, discussed, and after suitable explanations, 
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and undergoing sundry amendments, it passed the House, almost 
unanimously. 

On the 14th of February, " the Senate, on motion of the Hon. 
Stephen Branch of Providence, also invited Dr. Mauran to address 
them ; which he accordingly did. He made a very able and in- 
teresting explanation of the objects of the bill, and especially set 
fortii the operation of similar ones in this Country and in Europe. 
He illustrated at some length the importance of the bill, and the 
necessity for its passage for the better development of the causes 
of health and mortality, &c. &c. ; and was listened to with marked 
attention." 

The House bill, after undergoing sundry modifications, passed 
the Senate, and, in due course, became the law. 

As most sections of this law are recognised by the one now in 
force, to which we shall presently call attention, it is unnecessary 
for us here to present any portions but those which are peculiar to 
it, and proved the main cause of its falling lifeless, together with 
such other portions as are omitted in the reprint issued May 29th, 
1852. After a preamble, which will be found on page 62d, it con- 
tinues, 

"/^ is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of all trustees of school districts 
to secure a faithful and accurate record of all marriages, births, 
and deaths of the inhabitants of their respective districts, contract- 
ed or occurring after this act goes into operation, to be collected 
and returned either by themselves or by some one to be by them 
appointed, the return to be under oath, to their several school com- 
mittees, in the same manner as required for school returns, and for 
such periods as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of public 
schools, and by the school committee transmitted to the Commis- 
sioner of public schools and to the town clerk, to be recorded in 
books to be furnished for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. The Commissioner of public schools shall receive said 
returns, and make annually a general abstract of the same, and 
shall, with the assistance, if furnished, of a special committee from 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, publish the same in form and 
manner hereinafter prescribed for general statistical information, 
and shall submit the same to the General Assembly. 

Sec. 3. Blank forms of record shall be furnished by the Secre- 
tary of State to school districts, clergymen, physicians, undertak- 
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ers, trastees of school districts, school committees, town clerks and 
clerks of the societies of Friends." 

" Sec. 9. The trustees of any school district or person by them 
appointed, shall receive from the city or town treasurer, upon cer- 
tificate of the town clerk that the service has been performed, for 
each and every record of marriage, birth or death, procured to be 
made by them or him, and transmitted as above, the sum of ten 
cents; and every clergyman, clerk of a society of Friends, and 
magistrate authorized to join persons in marriage, for each and 
every record of a. marriage, and every parent for each and every 
record of a birth of his or her child, and every physician or under- 
taker for each and every record of a death by him procured to be 
made as aforesaid, the sum of five cents, to be paid out of the 
town or city treasury upon certificate as aforesaid : Provided, that 
the compensation of the trustees of a school district or person by 
them appointed shall not be less than one dollar in any one year." 

Blanks and Blank Books were prepared in the Secretary's Of- 
fice and forwarded, with a copy of the Act and the subjoined ex- 
planatory Circular, to the different functionaries, designated in the 
Act. 

" CIRCULAR. 

Providence, June 1, 1850. 
Th6 Legislature having at their last January Session passed 
* an act to provide for the registration of births, marriages and 
deaths,' it has become the duty of the Commissioner of Public 
Schools and officers under the school law to aid in carrying it in- 
to effect. The following is a brief abstract of the duties to be 
performed by the several classes of officers, &c. 

1. Trustees of School Districts. Trustees of School Districts 
will keep an account of all births, marriages and deaths (inclu- 
ding all the particulars hereinafter mentioned) occurring in their 
several districts, for the school year ending May 1st, and return 
the same under oath to the School Committees at .the time of 
making the returns of their Schools. The compensation for this 
service is specified in Sec. 9 of the Act. 

2. School Committees are required to digest these returns and 
transmit one copy to the Town Clerk and one copy to the Com- 
missioner of Public Schools. 

3. Town Clerks. In the towns of Providence, Newport, Bris- 
tol and Warren, the Town Clerks are to receive the returns from 
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clergymen, physicians, &c., and to transmit them to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools. 

4. Courts of Probate are not to grant any fetters testamentary 
or of administration until the death of the person is certified to the 
Town Clerk according to law. 

5. Qergynten^ Friends^ Societies^and persons authorized to join 
in marriage are required to keep a record of all marriages (see the 
form) and transmit them quarterly to the Town Clerk. 

6. Parents are required, under a penalty of one dollar, to lodge 
with the Town Clerk a certificate of the birth of their children 
within two months after birth, and also to have the deaths of their 
minor children recwdled (See Digest.) 

7. Executors and Administrators are required, under the pen- 
alty of one dollar, to have the death of the deceased person re- 
corded within two nK)nths, (See Digest) and no letters testamen- 
tary or of administration can be graoited until this is done 

8. Guardians are required, under penalty of one dollar, to re- 
cord the death of a ward within two months. (See Digest.) 

9. Uhdertakers are to keep a record of all inteiments, and make 
a return of them to the Town Clerk quarter-yeatly. 

10. Coroners are required to make returns to the Town Clerk 
of all deaths of which they may have ofiicial knowledge. 

11. PAysfcfa«5 are required to make returns of deaths occur- 
ring in their practice,, according to the form prescribed, within 
three months after the same occur. 

The particulars required to be stated in the returns are as fol- 
lows : 

The record of a birth must state the name of informant, when 
registered, date of birth, name of the child, (if any,) sex, color, and 
condition, place of birth, names of parents, residence of parents, 
occupation of father, place of birth of father, and place of birth of 
mother. 

The record of a marriage must state the date of marriage, 
names and surnames of groom and bride, residence of each at 
time of marriage, age of each in years, occupation of groom, place 
of birth of each, names of parents of each, what marriage, whether 
1st, 2d, 3d, &c.> name and ofiicial station of the person by whom 
married. 

The record of a death must state the date of death, name and 
surname of the deceased, €^ge in years, months and days, place of 
death, sex, color and condition, occupation of male over fifteen 
years, place of birth, names of parents, disease or cause of death. 
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As marriages, deaths, &c., of persons residing in and belonging 
to the town or district may take place out of the town or district, 
these should be ascertained and stated as far as practicable. 

The Secretary of State is authorized to prescribe Ihe forms, to 
vary them, and require additional information from time to time. 
The prescribed forms will be furnished to the Town Clerks, and 
)vhen the supply is exhausted they are requested to inform the 
Secretary or Commissioner by mail. The Town Clerks will fur- 
nish them to Physicians, Friends' Societies, School Committees, 
Trustees, &c. 

This law, if faithfully executed, will effect several very impor- 
tant objects. It will diminish litigation in regard to the descent 
of estates, the settlement of paupers, &c., and the tables prepared 
from the returns will show the effect of occupation, condition, 
place of birth and residence, &c., upon length of life and the gen- 
eral health and happiness of the people. It is to be hoped that 
all the officers whose duty it is made to collect these statistics will 
see the importance of full and correct returns, and do all in their 
power to carry into effect the objects contemplated. 

E. R. POTTER, Commissioner of Public Schools.'' 

At the same time, the following Circular was forwarded by Dr. 
Mauran to the members of the Medical Profession throughout 
the State ; and subsequently a similar one was issued by the Sec- 
retary of State, Chris. E. Robbins, Esq., for more general circula- 
tion. 

« CIRCULAR. 

Providence, June , 1850. 

Dear Sir. You will be pleased to learn that, at the January 
session of the Legislature, (in accordance with the suggestions of 
your committee, Drs. Mauran, Parsons and Miller, appointed at 
the last annual meeting of the Rhode Island Medical Society) a 
general law on the Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
was projected and promptly and liberally enacted, to go into op- 
eration on the first day of the present month. 

To medical and scientific men it is not deemed necessary to en- 
ter into a minute detail of the many advantages resulting to sci- 
ence, the profession, and the community at large, through the 
agency of a perfect system of Registration, their professional and 
popular readings having rendered the subject to them perfectly fa- 
miliar, and its uses, particularly in other countries, well authenti- 
cated and established. Permit us simply to state, therefore, that 
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in the arrangement of the blanks, with which you will be furnished 
by the Secretary of State through the several town clerks, a two- 
fold object is jMresented. 

Firstly y To identify fully and conclusively every individual who 
is born, maxries or dies in the community, for genealogical and 
municipal purposes* 

Secondly, To demonstrate the results of age, profession, occu- 
pation, climate, season and residence upon the great subject of 
health) life> and longevity— objects of the highest importance to 
every individual in society. 

By referring to the act (in the possession of every town or city 
clerk) you will perceive that certain dutiesy by law enacted, per- 
tain to the physician and the clergy, without whose efficient aid, 
which we doubt not will be most cheerfully tendered, the material 
objects contemplated in the bill cannot be perfectly fulfilled or re- 
alized* 

Our design, therefore, in addressing you individually is to solicit 
your hearty co-operation and support of the great facts and prin- 
ciples involved in this laudable undertaking, relying upon the pre- 
sumption that when an appeal is made to members of a liberal 
profession to cherish and sustain a cause so prolific of general 
good, we do not — ^nay cannot appeal in vain J 

A great variety of facts, all pertaining to our well being result 
from the efficient registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths, — 
the legal age and place of birth, and rightful descent of poperty 
through endless ages of generations however complex by repeated 
marriages, through legitimate records of Births — and that of health, 
happiness and longevity, from a philosophical examination of the 
records of Marriages — ^also the results of endemic and epidemic 
iiiflaences, the range of mortality in the various professions, loca- 
tions, occupations, and positions in life, relations of the various 
medical constitutions, methods of treatment, &c. &c. will not be 
among the least of the advantages to be gained to humanity and 
to the strictly professional enquirer, by a perfect record of the 
Deaths occurring in every community. For these and various 
other reasons, which, to an enquiring mind will be ever obvious, 
the subscriber trusts that you will give to the whole subject your 
hearty and active co-operation and support, that the requirements 
of ihe law may be promptly and strictly fulfilled. 

Accompanying this Circular you will receive a series of blanks, 
which can be conveulonUy filled, and returned at stated periods to 
the proper officers, for general collation and registration. The 
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clergy will record all marriages, and notwithstanding the physi- 
cian is only obliged by law to give a registry of all deaths occur- 
ring in his practice, he can render very efficient and additional aid 
to the registrar appointed for each town or school district, by for- 
nishing also a record of his obstetrical practice— the great and 
paramount object being to procure for general statistical purposes, ^ 
the most perfect system of Registration. 

Other States have adopted, and are preparing to adopt a system 
similar to that of ours, and it should be an object, not only of all 
professional men but of each and every individual in the commu- 
nity, to encourage both by example and precept, a becoming spir- 
it of emulation that his State, at least in this respect, shall not fall 
short of others in the strict fulfilment of the law- 

With the greatest consideration, believe me, yours &c., 

J. MAURAN, M. D. Chairman:' : 

As was apprehended, and indeed predicted by the advocates of 
the bill as originally proposed^ not a single Return required by this 
Act was ever made. The failure of the Act may be attributed 
mainly to the circumstance that records of all marriages, birthsi 
and deaths were to be collected and returned by the Trustees of 
School Districts, to their several School Committees, and by the lat- 
ter to be transmitted to the Commissioner of Public Schools, and 
to the respective Town Clerks. 

This plan, although in theory, apparently a feasible and effectual 
one, (the school districts being of very limited extent,) proved in 
practice here, as it already had in Massachusetts, too cumbrous 
and burdensome to be rendered available. The Trustees were un- 
willing to increase their responsibilities, by duties additional to 
those already imposed upon, and gratuitously performed by, them, 
in regard to the management and supervision of the schools. 

At the January Session of the General Assembly, A. D. 1851, 
certain amendments suggested by Dr. Mauran, were proposed to 
the Act, but, owing to the lateness of the period at which they 
were introduced, the Assembly adjourned without giving them a 
consideration. 

• The subject, however, was not lost sight of, and at the Jaftiary 
Session, A. D. 1852, through a memorial firom the same gentle- 
man, it being again taken up, the amendments sought for were 
effected, and the Act was promulgated anew. 

In May, 1852, the subjoined Circular and accompanying doc- 
uments were issued by the Secretary of State, and sent to every 
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Town Clerk ; together with additional ones, and suitable blanks 
for the use of clergymen, physicians, and others. 

" CIRCULAR. 
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, 

Providence, May 29, 1852. 
, SIR— Your particular attention is called to certain sections of 
an Act entitled " An Act to provide for a Registration of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths," passed at the January Session, 1850; 
and also to the Act in amendment thereto, passed at the January 
Session, 1852,— copies of which I send herewith. 

You will perceive that by the Act of January, 1852, the whole 
duty of collecting the statistics referred to, in each town or city, 
devolves for its prompt and faithful performance upon the city and 
town clerks, and that by section 4th of said Act, ample compen- 
sation for such service was deemed to be allowed. 

You will be kind enough to draw the attention of clergymen, 
physicians and undertakers of your town to section 5th, of said 
last mentioned Act, embracing penalties for non-performance of 
their respective duties, and also to solicit their cheerful co-opera- 
tion for the successful performance thereof, that we may not fall 
behind our neighboring States in the fulfilment of an Act so well 
calculated to advance the prosperity, health and happiness of our 
State. 

Blank books have been distributed to each town and city clerk, 
and also blanks for making up their monthly or temporary records 
and returns. Should you require additional supplies, they will be 
furnished upon application to this office. 

I enclose extra copies of this circular, which you will oblige by 
transmitting to the several clergymen, physicians and undertak- 
ers, in your town, with a supply of the blanks necessary for their use* 

It is confidently hoped that the returns to be made on the 1st 
day of June, 1853, may be as full, perfect and satisfactory as are 
those of most of our sister States, which have adopted similar san- 
itary enactments. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. POTTER, Secretary. 
To the Town Clerk of " 

" AN ACT to provide for a Registration of Births, Marriages and 

Deaths. 
Whereas, in the administration of justice, or upon the impor- 
tant subject of State pauperism, (and even in the pursuits of pri- 
vate life,) it has often been found difficult, from the death of wit- 
nesses, as well as from other causes, to prove the birth, marriage, 
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or death of persons, whereby the rights of many have been sacri- 
ficed, and great wrongs have been inflicted upon individuals and 
the community; and whereas important truths deeply affecting 
the physical welfare of mankind, are to be drawn from a know- 
ledge of the number of births, deaths, or marriages, that, during a 
term of years, may oocur, or be contracted within the limits of a 
State: Therefore, 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Sec. 3.* The record of a birth shall state the date of the birth, 
place of birth, name, sex, name and surname of one or both of the 
parents, color, occupation of the father, residence of the parents, 
time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The 
record of a marriage shall state the date of the marriage, place, 
name, residence, and official station of the person by whom mar- 
ried, names and surnames of the parties, residenoe of each, age of 
each, (single or married,) what mamage, seoond, third, &c., color, 
occupation and name of their parents, and the time of recording, 
60 far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall 
state the date of the death, name and surname of the decased, the 
sex, color, condition, (single or married,) age, occupation^ piajoe of 
death, place of birth, names of the parents, disease, or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascer- 
tained. 

Sec. 4. Of Marriages* — ^Kvery Society of Friends, cleigyman, 
and all others authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make 
a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, (in manner 
and form aforesaid,) and return the same at least quarts-yearly to 
the city or town clerks ; and no marriage shall be solemnized until 
the parties shall have famished as near as may be the information 
hereinbefore required. 

Sec. 5. Of Births. — As a large number of births annually take 
place, without the assistance or intervention of strictly profession- 
al aid, it shall be the duiy of each and every parent to make re- 
turns to said city or town derk of the birth of each of his children 
in manner and form aforesaid, at least within three months after 
the same shall have occurred 

Sec. 6. Of Deaths^^lt shall be the duty of each and every 

^Sections 1 and 2, here omitted, hare reference to the Commissioner, Committees, and 
Tmstees of Schools, and were abrogated by the Act in amendment of this Act, passed at 
the January Session, 18S2. These, and also Sect. 9, here omitted, will be found on pages 
56 and 57 of this Btfport. The ftrst portion of Section 8, was evidently reprinted nnin- 
teationally, being also abrogated. W. 
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practising physician <wr surgeon, of whatever character, to keep a 
faithful record, and to make returns as aforesaid, of every death 
occurring in his or her professional practice within this State, with- 
in at least three months after the same shall have occurred. K 
without attendance of a physician, the coroner shall make returns* 

Sec. 7. Of Undertakers, — There may be appointed by the 
city and town authorities, a sufficient number of persons to act as 
undertakers, removable at the pleasure of said authorities, whose 
duty it shall be to keep a faithful record af all interments by them 
made and to make returns at least quarter-yearly, as aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. In such cities and towns wherein no district school or- 
ganization exists, said returns may be made to the city or town 
clerks, to be by them transmitted to the Commissioner of public 
schools, and any city or town may enact municipal laws more ef- 
fectually to obtain the objects herein contemplated: Provided^ 
they do not conflict with the main and specific object of this act, 
viz. : to procure the most perfect registration. 

Sec. 10. No letters of administration or fetters testamentary 
shall be granted by any Court of Probate upon the eflects or es- 
tate of any person until the death <rf such person, or the facts from 
which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as 
may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly reg- 
istered, according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec 11. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly cer- 
tified by the town clerk and authenticated by his seal of office, as 
containing a full copy of the record of any marriage, birth, or death, 
shall hereafter be admitted in any court of this State as prima fa- 
cie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 12. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be 
distinguished from those of residents in the returns. The Secre- 
tary of State may from time to time vary the forms of returns, 
and require such additional information as he may consider ne- 
cessary to effect the object of this act. 

Sec. 13. So much of any former act or acts as is inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, is hereby repealed." 

" AN ACT in amendment of an act entitled * An Act to provide 
for a Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths.' 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, and the city 
clerk of the city of Providence, are hereby authorised and re- 
quired to obtain^ record and index, as required by the fonns pre* 
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scribed by the third section of the act to which this is in amendment, 
all information concerning births, marriages and deaths occur- 
ring amongst the inhabitants of their respective towns, and in said 
city, and annually to make duly certified returns thereof to the 
Secretary of State, for each year, ending on the first day of June, 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to re- 
ceive the returns made in pursuance of the preceding section, and 
annually, with such assistance as shall be rendered by any author- 
ised committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make and 
publish, not exceeding seven hundred copies, a general abstract 
thereof, in form as prescribed by the act to which this is in amend- 
ment. 

Sec 3. The blank forms required by the third section of the 
act to which this is in amendment, to be furnished as therein di- 
rected, shall hereafter be furnished by the Secretary of State to 
clergymen, physicians, undertakers, town and city clerks, and 
clerks of the Society of Friends. 

Sec 4. The city and town clerks shall receive for each record 
of a birth, marriage or death, made and returned as required by 
law, ten cents, to be paid to them out of the city and town trea- 
suries, of their respective towns : Provided^ that the yearly com- 
pensation to any one town clerk who shall faithfully perform the 
duties prescribed by this act, and the act to which this is in 
amendment, shall not be less than five dollars. 

Sec 5. K any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town or city 
clerk, or clerk of any meeting of the Society of Friends, shall 
wilfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed or 
required by this act, or the act to which this is in amendment, he 
shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on 
conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, to be 
recovered by complaint and warrant, one half thereof to the use of 
the town or city in which the offence shall occur, the other half 
to the person who shall prosecute for the same. 

Sec. 6. This act shall go into effect from and after the first 
day of June next, and from and after that time all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent herewith shall be deemed and taken to be 
repealed," 

The characteristic features of the amendments, it will be seen, 

are that the certified Returns are to be made to the Secretary of 

State by the City and Town Clerks, who are allowed a moderate 

compensation for a faithful discharge of the duties required by the 

9 
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Act, and render themselves liable to the infliction of a pecuniary 
penalty for the neglect of the same ; and furthermore that various 
classes of citizens designated, expose themselves to the like lia- 
bility for wilful negligence or refusal to accede to the requirements 
of the Act 

This Act, in most particulars, is all that can be desired ; still a 
modification of some of its features, more especially in reference 
to the time of making Returns, will render its operation the more 
sure and satisfactory. It is also desirable to bring together and 
consolidate in one Law, the various Acts or parts of Acts relating 
to Registration which are scattered through the Statutes. We 
shall therefore refer to this subject again, with the view of suggest- 
ing such alterations and amendments as will tend the more effect- 
ually to attain the objects designed by the Acts now in force. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON REGISTRATION. 

We now propose to show the practical operation of these Acts, 
and for the purpose will refer to the Returns received at the Sec- 
retary's Ofiice from various towns in the State, and also present, 
in tabulated form, the results arrived at by an examination and 
analysis of the Returns. 

We shall comment freely on the manner in which those Re- 
turns have been made, and on the omissions and commissions 
connected therewith. This we shall do, however, not through a 
spirit of captiousness, nor on account of the annoyance and per- 
plexity thereby occasioned us, and the large demands thus neces- 
sarily, though improperly, made upon our time ; which have been 
the means of frustrating the plan we had marked out, of taking up 
the general subject of sanitary reform and considering its various 
relations to, its bearings and dependencies on, the health, happi- 
ness, and prosperity of the community. 

The plan above alluded to, we felt the more anxious to adopt, 
from a conviction that there still exists with many, a great want 
of information in regard to this subject; and that all which is re- 
quisite, sufficiently to arouse public attention to the matter, is the 
diffusing abroad of more light, the adducing evidence, of which 
there exists an immense amount, and some of it astounding in its 
character, to prove that this is not an inquiry of mere idle curiosi- 
ty, — not, as some pretend to believe, a vain project concocted to 
gratify the whims and caprices of visionary speculatists, — ^not the 
wild vagary of an overheated imagination, or the of&pring of some 
useless theorists, who have nought in view but the building up 
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and sustaining of a favorite hypothesis ; but that it is truly and 
emphatically a science, having for its foundation certain immuta- 
ble laws of Nature, long, though imperfectly, known, and until 
j a comparatively recent period, but little studied. We may add, 

I these laws are as yet by no means thoroughly investigated, al- 

though there is now an immense amount of intellect, of patient 
research, and profound investigation devoted to their elucidation, 
I which is rapidly overthrowing the barriers and removing the ob- 

I stacks that have so long impeded the progress of what may be 

considered the most important movement of the day ; a movement 
second to none in its relation to the temporal well-being of man. 
To borrow the language of an eminent London Physician, " I do 
not feaj the charge of exaggeration, when I claim for the sanitary 
question the right to be regarded THE great question of the day. 
Look at it as a question of humanity, and it will not suffer by 
comparison with the highest efforts of the philanthropist ; regard 
it as a great act of justice, and here, too, you will acknowledge it 
prefers peculiar claims to consideration ; measure it by the rule of 
economy, and I hesitate not to affirm that it stands without a ri- 
val ; or view it in its moral relations and reactions, and I know 
not whether even tke great question of Education will take rank 
before it." 

To the same purport, it is declaired, in that admirable publica* 
tion, " Papers for the People."* 

(< Of all the great undertaJkings by which the era is signalized, 
there is perhaps none which so clearly stamps a character of real 
and essential progress as the Sanitary movement ; for the result of 
this, mediate and immediate, is a positive, accumulative good ; a 
social, moral, and««He(hall we add ? — ^intellectual amelioration of a 
most beneficial nature — one which we believe is destined to effect 
great results in the material advancement of a people. Its ulti- 
mate effect, whether so intended or not, lies beyond the pecuniary 
advantage — ^the pounds, shillings, and pence ; it recognizes the ex- 
ifltence of claims and sympathies— intimate relations between all 
phases and grades of society." 

Desirous as we were of devoting some space to an eacpansion of 
our views on this subject,-— 'in order to show how much of weal or 
woe depends upon the position that may be assumed in regard to it^ 
what a vast addition to the comfort, the convenience, the health, 
and consequent happiness of the community may and will be 
made, by giving proper countenance and support to the sanitary 

*Vol. II. Number 9, page 1. 
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measures that are now going into operation, what a vast increase of 
crime, of sickness, disease, and death may, nay must inevitably, 
ensue here, as they have done elsewhere, from a neglect of, or 
opposition to them, — other duties interfere with our wishes, and the 
consummation of the projected plan must be deferred until some 
more propitious occasion. 

CHARACTER AND EXTENT OF THE^RETURNS. 

We have remarked, that we shall comment freely, though not 
captiously, on the Returns. This we conceive it our duty to do, 
as the medium through which the Legislature and the Public can 
alone learn with what reception the ^ Act has met; — ^what deficien- 
cies exist, or modifications are required in it ; — and in what spirit, 
and with what faithfulness, the various classes, specified in the Act, 
have fulfilled its injunctions. By our remarks, also, if rightly re- 
ceived, all interested may be profited — availing of one another's 
experience, avoiding one another's errors or misconceptions, — ^and 
thus be enabled hereafter to yield more satisfactory and advantage- 
ous results. 

It is with much satisfaction we state, that there evidently ex- 
ists, among a large number of the Clerks, a disposition and de- 
termination to use their best efforts for procuring as complete Re- 
turns as possible ; and were those efforts duly sustained, as they 
should be, by the Professional and other individuals upon whom 
dependence must be placed for specific items, we have reason 
to believe that many a hiatus, now existing, would have been 
filled up. In connection with this remark, we regret being com- 
pelled to aUude to the shortcomings of any of our clerical brethren. 

It would have been anticipating too much, for a moment to have 
cherished the opinion, that every Clerk would be found prompt in 
the discharge of the new duty he has been called upon to perform. 
Experience everywhere, and on all subjects and occasions, is ad- 
verse to it. We, however, from the character of our people, and 
the reputation and standing of those holding official positions, and 
occupying places of trust and profit, did believe that the propor- 
tion of delinquents would be no greater here, than it has been else- 
where. In this particular we are disappointed. 

The number of Towns in the State is thirty-one ; bom three of 
these, we have no Returns whatever ; ft^m nine, nearly one-third 
of all, no Returns of Deaths ; from thirteen, nearly one-half of the 
whole, no Returns of Births ; from some others, we have but par- 
tial Returns ; and in fact, Returns, under the three great heads 
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specified in the Act, have been made by sixteen Clerks only ; thus 
leaving about one-half of the towns in the State, embracing a 
population of 57,393, without their proper representation. The 
Towns from which no Returns have been received are Johnston^New 
Shoreham, and North Providence; those in whose Returns im- 
portant omissions exist are Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, 
Exeter, Foster, Glocester, West Greenwich, Jamestown, Scit- 
uate, Smithfield, North Kingstown, and South Kingstown. 

We presume that in some, perhaps mo»t, of these cases, the 
Clerks were not furnished with the requisite materials ; but this is 
a mere matter of presumption. We conceive, the spirit, if not the 
letter, of the Law requires that they should have made some com- 
munication to the Secretary of State ; otherwise how can it be 
ascertained whether the existing condition of affairs arises from 
the culpability of certain persons or classes, — grows out of wilful- 
ness or inattention, — ^is attributable to the want of feasibility in the 
plan, — or the lack of energy, and the absence of inclination on 
the part of those upon whom reliance is placed, for an efficient 
execution of the Law ? A few hints and suggestions from each 
Town Clerk might prove eminently serviceable, and essentially 
lighten the labors of the Secretary ; when for the want thereof, 
the progress of the great work may be materially retarded, and 
his burden be seriously aggravated, By these remarks, we would 
by no means convey the idea that no important information has 
been received ; the fact is quite the reverse, as may be seen by 
reference to the accompanying Tables to which we would now 
direct attention. 

A GENERAL ABSTRACT OF THE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 

that have occurred in the State during the year ending with May 
31st, 1853, is exhibited in Table L It is arranged, as will be 
perceived, in three great Divisions, under the respective heads of, 
first — Births, second — Marriages, and third — Deaths. In the first 
left hand column are placed the Counties in alphabetical order, 
and under each County, the several Towns belonging thereto, in 
corresponding order ; in the next column is placed the population 
of the Towns and Counties according to the United States Cen- 
sus of 1860 ; then follow the whole number of Births in each 
Town, and the County Totals ; next the number of each Sex, 
and of those whose Sex was unknown ; and these are succeeded 
by the Parentage, divided into American, Foreign, and Unknown, 
distinguishing under each of these sub-heads, the Fathers from 
the Mothers. 
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In the second grand Division, that of Marriages, the first col« 
umn presents the whole number in each Town, and the total in 
each County ; this is followed by the Nativity of the parties ; the 
American, the Foreign, and the Unknown, or more properly, in 
. most cases, the not stated^ being distinguished from one another, 
and under each, the number of males and females designated. 

In the third grand Division, that of Deaths, we have first, the 
whole number which occurred in the several Towns and Coun- 
ties,— next the proportion of each Sex and the number of Un- 
known, — ^followed by the Nativity of the individuals, the males and 
females being distinguished — then is specified, of how many of these 
the age is given, — afterwards, in succession, the aggregate age of 
all the individuals of each Sex, and of the Unknown, — ^the average 
age of the individuals of each Sex, and of the Unknown,— and 
finally, the aggregate age of both Sexes conjoined, and the average 
age of every individual irrespective of Sex. Subjoined to the 
whole is a Recapitulation of the results by Counties. 

Remarks on the Births' Division. 
By examination of the first Division of Table I, it appears 
that the whole number of Births in the County of Bristol, hav- 
ing a Population of 8,514, was 175 ; being one in every 48.65 in- 
habitants, or 2.055 per cent. The Parentage of about two- 
sevenths of these was American ; of a very small number Foreign ; 
leaving that of nearly the whole remaning five sevenths unknown. 
This fact does not reflect much credit on the County, for the at- 
tention that was devoted to the obtaining or furnishing of infor- 
mation on so important a subject. The number of each Sex was 
as nearly divided as possible. 

The American Fathers were 1 in* 3.365, or 29.714 per ct. 

The Foreign " " 1 in 58.333, or 1.715 " 

Of Unknown Nativity were 1 in 1.458, or 68.571 « 

The Mothers of Am. Nativity were 1 in 3.571, or 28.000 « 

« " Foreign " " 1 in 58.333, or 1.714 « 

" " Unknown " 1 in 1.422, or 70.286 « 

The Population of Kent County is 15,068 ; firom which deduct* 
ing, for the omission of West Greenwich, 1,350, (no Returns hav- 
ing been received firom that Town,) and we have 13.718 for the 

*The Conntj proportions, on this and the subsequent pages, in Tabular form are with« 
in a yery small fraction of being accurate ; indeed for all practical purposes they are cor- 
rect ; the percentages haye been carefully estimated. 
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Population; among which occurred 94 Births, — ^being 1 in 
145.851, or 0.685 per cent. ; the female children exceeded the male 
4.878 per ct. ; the unknown sex amounts to 10.638 per cent, of 
all born. But four of the fathers, and eight of the mothers were 
Foreigners ; while over two-thirds of the fathers and within a 
small fraction of twp-thirds of the mothers were of unknown origin^ 
The proportio n and percentage of parentages were as follow ; 
viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 3.615, or 27.660 per cent. 
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From two Towns in Newport County there are no Returns ; 
and by the imperfect character of that from one other, it is quite 
evident that a culpable negligence exists somewhere. The Pop- 
ulation of the County is 20,009 ; deducting therefrom the Popu- 
lation of the Towns destitute of Returns, and there remain 
18,389 among which occurred 101 Births; being 1 in 182.069 or 
0.549 per cent. ; the male children exceeded the female 17.391 per 
cent. ; the unknown sex constitutes less than one per cent. More 
than four-fifths were of American parentage ; the origin of but one 
in twenty-five of the fathers, and one in fifty of the mothers, was 
unknown. The proportion and percentage of parentages were as 
follow ; viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 1.231, or 81.188 per ct. 

'• " Foreign " " 

" " Unknown " " 

Mothers of American " " 

" " Foreign " " 

" " Unknown " « 

From Providence County the Returns are more deficient than 
from any other ; there being in fact but two places from which 
they have been regularly received ; viz. Providence and Scituate ; 
we have made entries opposite two other places, which will be here- 
after explained. In making the present estimates, firom the Coun- 
ty Population, which is 87,528, we deduct 41,433, being the Pop- 
ulation of all but the two places abovenamed, thus leaving 46,095 
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as the number among which occurred 1,416 Births ; being 1 in 
32.552, or 3.072 per cent. The male, exceeded the female, children 
6.072 per cent. ; the unknown constituted but 0.749 per cent — 
presenting a striking contrast, in this particular, with that of Kent 
County, already remarked upon, and that of Washington County, 
as will presently be seen. The number of known Foreign parent- 
age is very nearly equal to that of American ; and if we assume, 
what is undoubtedly trae in this instance, that the Unknown are 
chiefly Foreign, the number of Native, will be greatly exceeded 
by those of Foreign extract. There was an excess of American 
mothers, over the fathers, of 1.152 per cent. The proportion and 
percentage of Parentages were as follow ; viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 2.172, or 46.024 per ct. 
" « Foreign " « 1 " 2.188, " 45.531 " 

" « Unknown " " 1 " 12.002, « 8.445 " 

Mothers « American « " 1 " 2.119, " 47.220 " 

" " Foreign " "1 " 2.222, " 44.828 " 

" " Unknown " « 1 « 12.756, " 7.952 " 

From five of the seven Towns in Washington County, we 
have Returns ; though some of them are manifestly quite imper- 
fect. The Population of the County is 16,430 ; from which de- 
ducting, for delinquent Towns, 6,773, we have a Population 
of 9,657, among which occurred 68 Births ; being one only in 
142.014, or 0.704 per cent. The male exceeded the female children 
21.431 per cent. ; the sex of 11.764 per cent of all the Births is re- 
ported as unknown. The American fathers exceeded the mothers 
by 7.390 per cent. But five of the fathers and four of the mothers 
were Foreigners ; whilst nearly one fourth of the fathers, and 
nearly one third of the mothers, belong to, what we think may 
not inaptly be termed, the Opprobium Registrationis. Turn 
which way we will, towards the spring time of life, its social cul- 
minating point, or its termination, the gaunt figure of the great 
Unknown is always somewhat prominent, and often peers aloft 
far above all who have " a local habitation and a name." 

The proportion and percentage of Parentages were as follow ; viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 1.446, or 69.118 per ct 
« " Foreign " " 1 " 13.600, « 7.353 " 

« " Unknown « " 1 " 4.250, « 23.529 " 

Mothers of American Nativity were 1 in 1.619, or 61.765 " 
" " Foreign " " 1 " 17.000, " 5.882 « 

" " Unknown " " 1 " 3.030, " 32.353 " 
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Looking now, for a moment, at the Tabular Recapitulation, We 
shall find that, by the last Census, the Population of the State 
was 147,549 ; the portion on which we have been remarking is 
96,373 ; among whom occurred 1,869 Bkths ; being 1 in 61.841 of 
the inhabitants, or 1.928 per cent.— According to the Eighth Re* 
port of the Registrar General of England, there was, during thd 
five years ranging from 1839-^43, in England 1 birth in 31 inhab- 
itants ; — ^in France 1 in 35 ; in Prussia and in Austria, each, 1 ill 
26. In Massachusetts during the years 1849-51 the average was 
1 birth in 36 inhabitants. We doubt not, but that, with fM Re* 
turns, this State would present as flourishing an aspect. 

Making no deduction from the Population, for the deficiency in 
the Returns, and taking the whole number of Births as above sta- 
ted, they will stand 1 in 79.370, or at the rate of 1.269 per cent. 

Examining the State, as we have done the several Coimties, 
we shall find that the male exceeded the female children 4.783 per 
cent, ; the unknown sex constituted but 0.968 per cent, of all born. 
The greatest per centage of American Parentage was in Newport 
County ; the least in Kent County ; — ^the greatest per centage of 
Foreign Parentage was in Providence County ; the least in Bris- 
tol County ; — ^the greatest per centage of Parentage of Unknown 
origin was in Bristol County, although Kent County -seems stntg* 
gling hard for the preeminence* ; the least in Newport County. 
' The per centage of American and Foreign Parentage in Provi- 
dence County is nearly equal, the American slightly predomina- 
ting. 

The proportion and percentage of Parentages for the entire State 
were as follow ; viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 2.159, or 46.316 per cent. 

" « Foreign " " 1 " 2.758, " 36.256 « 

" « Unknown " " 1 " 5.737, « 17429 « 
Mothers of American Nativity were 1 in 2.127, or 47.016 per ct.. 
" " Foreign " " 1 " 2.819, « 35.664 '^ 

" " Unknown « « 1 " 5.733, " 17.321 « 

Remarks on the Marriage Division of Tablr L 

In Bristol County, according to the Returns, there were 
sixty three marriages ; showing that the proportion of the Pop- 
ulation who thus changed their condition was 1 in 67.671| 

* She already far outstrips the oiher Coimties, and indeed the rest of the State, in the 
nmnber of nnknown sex. 

10 
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or 1.471 per cent. A fraction more than two thirds of the 
grooms and a fraction less than two thirds of the brides were 
Americans ; a little less than one third of the grooms, and exactiy 
one third of the brides were Foreigners ; and no groom, and but 
one bride was so unfortunate as to to be ranked among the Un- 
known. 

The proportion and percentage of Nativities were as follow ; 
viz. 

American grooms, 1. in 1.465, or 68.254 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 " 3.150, " 31.746 per cent. 

American brides, 1 in 1.536, or 65.080 per cent. 
Foreign « 1 « 3.000, " 33,333 per cent. 

Unknown " 1 " 63.000, " 1.587 per cent. 

In Kent County, every town made Returns. There were forty 
three marriages ; showing that 1 in 175.209 or 0.570 per cent, of 
the inhabitants thus changed their condition. About one-eleventh 
of both parties belong to the class of Unknown ; the remain- 
der of both were Americans. The following were the proportion 
and percentage; viz. 

American grooms and brides, each 1 in 1.102, or 90.698 per cent. 
Unknown " " « 1 " 10.750, " 9.302 per cent. 

In Newport County, every town, but New Shoreham, was 
heard from. There were however but few marriages ; for with a 
population more than double that of Bristol County, but an equal 
number, 63 couple, were joined in the bonds of wedlock; being for the 
population represented, 1 individual in 148.706, or 0.672 per ct. 
The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativities ; 
viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.086, or 92.064 per cent. 

Foreign " 1 " 63.000, « 1.587 " 

Unknown " 1 " 15.750, " 6.349 " 

American brides, 1 in 1.086, or 92.064 per cent. 

Foreign « 1 " 31.500, " 3.175 « 

Unknown " 1 " 21.000, " 4.761 " 

In Providence County there has been a more general atten- 
tion directed to the subject of marriages than to that of births ; 
inasmuch as whilst we cannot be said to have had Returns, in re- 
lation to the latter, from but two, in regard to the former, we 
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have from eight, of the ten towns constituting it ; and in this par- 
ticulcur, we aie gratified to find both Cumberland and Smithfield 
in an especial manner, attending more faithfully to their duty, and 
to the interests of the community. There were 668 marriages in 
the County ; from which it appears that those, who thus changed 
their condition, " for better or worse," were, in the Population re- 
presented, (76,911, deducting 10,617 for the towns not heard 
from,) 1 in every 67.703, or 1.477 per cent. 

The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativities ; 
viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.826, or 54.754 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 " 2.629, « 88.028 " 

Unknown « 1 " 13.853, " 7.218 « 

American brides, 1 in 1.832, or 54.577 per cent 
Foreign " 1 " 2.704, " 36.972 " 

Unknown « 1 " 11,833, " 8.451 " 

Washington County has also aroused from its lethargy, and 
we have Returns from every town in it. The number of mar- 
riages were 94 ; showing that the proportion of the inhabitants, 
who abandoned the state of single blessedness, was 1 in every 
92.712, or 1.078 per cent. Of the grooms, one more than of brides, 
was of American, and one less of Foreign origin ; and an equal 
number of each belonged to the Unknown region. 

The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativi- 
ties ; viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.068, or 93.617 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 " 47.000, " 2.128 " 
Unknown " 1 " 23.500, « 4.255 « 

American brides, 1 in 1.080, or 92.553 per cent. 
Foreign « 1 " 31,333, " 3.192 " 

Unknown " 1 " 23.500, " 4.255 « 

By the Tabular Recapitulation, it will be found there were, in 
the State, 831 marriages in a represented Population of 135,670 ; 
showing that the number of indimduaJs^ who assumed this new 
social position in the community, was 1 in every 81.636, or 1.225 
per cent, of the inhabitants. The ma/rriages were at the rate of 
one among every 163 inhabitants ; in Massachusetts (by the Re- 
port for 1851,) they were one among 102. In Bristol County there 
was one marriage among every 163 inhabitants ; in Kent County, 
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one among 350 ; in Newport County, one among 297 ; in Provi* 
dence County, one among 135 ; in Washington County, one among 
175. In England, during a period of five years, the annual aver- 
age was one among 130 ; in France, and also Austria, one among 
123 ; in Prussia, one among 110. 

The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativities 
for the whole State ; viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.541, or 64.862 per cent. 
Foreign « l « 3.476, " 28,760 " 

Unknown " 1 " 15.679, « 6.378 '' 

American brides, I in 1.553, or 64.380 per cent. 
Foreign « I " 3.521, " 28.400 *^ 

Unknown 1 ** 13.850, « 7.220 " 

The greatest percentage of American grooms and brides occur- 
red in Washington County ; the least in Providence County ; — 
the greatest percentage of Foreign grooms and brides in Provi- 
dence County ; the least in Newport County ; — ^the greatest per- 
centage of Unknown grooms and brides in Kent County j the 
least peroentage in Bristol County. 

It would be premature for us to attempt to deduce any general 
conclusions from the few materials as yet collected ; but should 
due regard be paid to this subject for a series of years, impoirtant 
deductions may be drawn from the results; and we shall undoubt- 
edly find that what has been stated in regard to England holds 
equally true here ; namely, that the Marriage Returns point out 
" periods of prosperity little less distinctly than the funds measure 
the hopes and fears of the money market. If the one is the Bar* 
ometer of credit, the other is the Barometer of prosperity.'* 

In this division, we have introduced what we consider an im* 
portant feature, and one which, to our surprise, has been very 
generally omitted in Tables of a similar description ; this is a dis- 
tinction as to the Nativity of the grooms and l»rides« Tables 
elsewhere constructed seem to have been formed upon the strange 
and manifestly erroneous supposition, that both parties were al- 
ways, as a matter of course, either American, or Foreign. AI- 
tbpughi in the present case a somewhat remarkable degree of 
equality will be found to have occurred, at times a very great va- 
isiation will. prevaiL. 
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Remarks on the Deaths' Division of Table I. 

We come now to the consideration of the last division of Ta- 
ble I; that in which is reco(rded "Death's Doings," the solely 
mournful^ and the least attractive portibn; though one, the due 
^examination of which is as important as, if not indeed more iiii-^ 
portajit Iban^ either of the preceding ;— 4br it is only by a thorough 
investigation of what pertains to) or is intimately connected with, 
the laws which govern, and the causes which produce, Diseas^^ 
we can hope to abate its virulence, and materially lessen its ravdh 
ges. 

It ifi a very prevalent, tfaotlgh none the less erroneous idea^ that 
it is fruitless to inquire in-to the why and because of mortality; 
that the victim having been sacrificed, it will avail no useful pur* 
pose, to seek the particulars relating to his immolation^ 

The duty of the individual^to the community ceases not with his 
life. A lesson from his frail remains, if attentively studied, may im- 
part knowledge that will benefit mankind through all coming time* 
Sut in order that, when Death's ample page is unrolled, it may be 
found stdtabiy and profitably filled^ diligent attention m^st be de- 
voted to the colleotiag and preserving of details ; such attention 
we are happy to say is everywhere steadily upon the increase. As 
has been well observed by a writer in the North American Review^ 

>^ The registration of every case of death, with the attending cir- 
cumstances df age^ sex, locality, diseases, etc.^ is of great impor- 
tance. These aare a portion of the facts by which the sanitafy 
condition of a peo{de is made known ; and without which, sanita- 
ry science is impossible. An aoeurate i^ecord of births and mar- 
riages is equally indispensible. Like the three quantities which 
the geometer demands for the construction of a triangle, they form 
the three great facts without which the sanitary condition of a 
people cannot be determined." 

We wonid remark that, from the manner in which some of the 
Returns are made up, no satisfactory evidence can be obtained 
relative to the number of deaths which occurred. Indeed by the 
course pursued, a large number may be registered, where not one 
occurred, while on the other hand a large number may occur, 
where not one is registered ; and thus the information desired may 
be withheld from the Secretaary's Office. It may be and undoubt- 
edly is important, that each town should preserve among its Rec- 
<mk an account of all deaths registered there ; but for our purposes^ 
it is fsa more important that we should receive correct and full 



78 FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-53. 

Returns of all occurring there. Deaths registered during the year, 
may prove convenient, nay of great moment in some cases ; but a 
Registry of deaths that occurred during the year, is quite another 
matter ; and to us it is very essential that the difference should be 
borne in mind by the Clerks, and a distinction be made according* 
ly by them. 

In these days, when the subject of extra-mural sepulture is so 
greatly agitated, and is becoming more and more extensively prac* 
tised, it will be seen what an important bearing the above sugges- 
tion has on the results which may be arrived at. For by a bare 
inspection of the Returns without noticing this difference, the most 
sickly and most salutary places might be sadly confounded, and 
that be deemed a rank hot-bed of pestilence and disease, which 
virtually holds a high position in a hygienic point of view/ 

One other remark we would make before commenting upon the 
tabulated details. In this division of the Table, we have inserted 
what we deem an important addition ; indeed one quite essential 
to the arriving at correct results, — and the omission of which in 
such Tables has struck us as a material deficiency. Generally, 
great care has been taken to record the birth-places of a child's pa- 
rents, and those of all married couples ; but a silence has prevailed 
in reference to the nativity of the deceased ; although a moment's 
reflection will convince every one what an important bearing this 
may have upon mortuary conclusions; more especiaUy in oui 
Country, where those of Foreign birth, as well as of Foreign ex- 
tract, constitute no inconsiderable portion of the whole number. 

By reference to the Table, it will be seen that, in Bristol Coun- 
ty, the deaths were 66 ; being in the proportion of 1 in 129i, or 
0.775 per cent, of the inhabitants. As the births for the same pe- 
riod were 175, the proportion of deaths to births was 1 to 2.651, or 
37.721 per cent. The deaths were nearly divided between the two 
sexes; there being one more female than male ; one only is ranked 
under the unknown head. The ages of all were given ; the ag- 
gregate of the males being 864 years ; of the females 1,027 years; 
of the unknown 1 day ; making the average age of the males 27, 
of the females 31.12 years. The aggregate of the ages of all unit- 
ed is 1,891 ; making the average age of each at death 28.65. 

We would observe that, the actual aggregates are here given, 
instead of the approximate aggregates, (as is the case usually,) 
deduced firom the mean of the various quinquennial and decennial 
periods into which life is ordinarily divided for Registrative pur- 
poses. The age of every individual has been reckoned in 
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years, months, and days, and the small fraction of months and 
days, only, omitted in the footing of each town. Thus, if the odd 
months made but half a year or less, or the days but half a month 
or less, they were sunk ; but if the months and days exceeded a 
half year, and half month, they were estimated as a year, and a 
month. So in ascertaining the average age, if the remainder were 
large, sufficient was added to make it equal to the divisor ; if small, 
it was disregarded. For example; in the town of Warren, the ac- 
tual aggregate of male ages is 655 years, 11 months, and 1 day, 
which is carried out 656 years ; that of the females is 651 years, 3 
months, and 10 days, whidi is set down as 651 years. In obtain- 
ing the average age of each sex, the calculation is carried to two 
decimal points ; which, in the present instance, shows the average 
age of the males was exactly 32,80, and the average of the females 
precisely 31 years. But in obtaining the average age of every in- 
dividual irrespective of sex, a large remainder § was found, to 
which was added the small amount requisite to equalize it with 
the divisor. 

The deaths in Kent County were 50, among a represented Pop- 
ulation of 13,718 ; being in the proportion of 1 to 274.360, or 
0.364 per cent. ; as the births for the same period were 94, the pro- 
portion of deaths to births was 1 to 1.880, or a percentage of the 
births of 53.191. The deaths were divided, 27 males,. 19 females, 
and 4 unknown. There were 8 more male deaths, and 1 less male 
birth than female. The excess of male births over male deaths 
was 14, or 51.867 per cent. ; of the female, 24, or 126.316 per ct. ; 
of the unknown 6, or 150. per cent The ages of 6 of the males, or 
1 in every 4.50, being 22.500 per cent, and of two of the females, 
1 in 9.500, or 10.555 per cent, and of three-fourths of the unknown 
were not given. The average age of the males at death was 
45.29, of the females 38.65 years. The average age of every in- 
dividual, without reference to sex, was 41.26 years. 

The proportion and percentage of Nativities were as follow ; 
viz. 

Males : American, 1 in 1.209, or 81.481 per cent. 
" Foreign, 1 " 27.000, « 3.704 « 
" Unknown, 1 « 6.750, « 14.815 " 

Females : American, 1 in 1.187, or 84.210 per cent. 
« Unknown, 1 « 6.330, « 15.790 " 
Unknown Sex : Americans, 1 in 2.000, or 50.000 per cent 
" « Unknown, 1 " 2.000, " 50.000 " 



1 
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In Newport County there were 127 deaths among a represent- 
ed Population of 18^747 ; being at the rate of 1 in 147.614 or 
0.677 per cent. The deaths, it will be seen, exceeded the births by 
26, or 25.746 per cent. The deaths were divided 59 males, 68 fe- 
males ; being an excess of 9 females, or 15.255 per cent. The 
male deaths exceeded the male births 5, or 9.259 per cent ; the fe- 
male deaths exceeded the female births 22, Or 47.846 per cent. 
The ages of all, but one male, are given. The average age of the 
males was 50 years ; of the females 44.69 years ; of each individ- 
ual 47.13 years. 

The proportion and percentage of Nativities were a? follow ; 
viz. 

Males — American, 1 in 1.229, or 81.356 per cent. 
" Unknown, 1 " 5.363, " 18.644 " 

Females — American, 1 in 1.236, or 80.882 per cent. 
" Foreign, 1 " 34.000, « 2.941 « 

" Unknown, 1 « 6.181, « 16.177 « 

From Providence County, the Returns are quite imperfect ; 
more so indeed than from any other section of the State, the por- 
tion unrepresented being 21,609, or nearly 25 per cent. The 
deaths were 845 in a Population of 65,919 ; being 1 in 78.034, or 
1.281 per cent. The male deaths exceeded the female 24, or 5.882 
per cent. The ages of 13 males, or 1 in 33.230, or 3.009 per cent, 
of 12 females, 1 in 34.000 or 2.941 per cent., and of 1 unknown in 
5, or 20 per cent., are omitted. The average age of the males was 
22.03 years ; of the females, 24.50 ; of the unknown, ten months and 
five days ; and of every individual, 23 years. The deaths, in that 
section from which we have also regular birth Returns, viz. the 
' city of Providence alone, were in the proportion of 1 to 52.815 in- 
habitants, or 1«893 per cent. ; the births, for the same Population, 
were 1 to 29.358, or 3.406 per cent The births, in the same sec- 
tion, exceed the deaths 628, or in the proportion of 1 to 1.251, or 
79.936 per cent The male births exceeded the male deaths 325 ; 
or 1 in 1.230, or 81.300 per cent The female births exceeded the 
female deaths 307, or 1 to 1.241, equal to 80.580 per cent The 
unknown deatiis exceeded the unknown births in the proportion 
of 1 to 0.250, or 400 per eent So efiectually destroyed is this 
class that, we trust, nothing fieurther will be heard from it in future 
Returns. The ages of 12 males, 12 females, and 1 unknown, 
were not given. The average age of the remaining males was 
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20.67 yeaxs ; of the females, 23.53 years ; of ibe unknown sex, 10 
months 5 days ; the average age of every individual, 21.95 years. 
The proportion and percentage of Nativities, iitelmding all the 
Death Returns of the County, were as follow, viz. : 

Males — American, 1 in 1.505, or 66.435 per cent. 
" Foreign, 1 in 4.800, or 20.833 " 
« Unknown, 1 in 7.854, or 12.732 " 
Females — American,. 1 in 1.557, or 64.216 per cent. 
« Foreign, 1 in 5.828, or 17.157 « 

" Unknown, 1 in 5.368, or 18.627 " 

In Washington County, five towns, with a Population of 
11,824, return but 38 deaths : being 1 in 311.157, or 0.321 percent. 
The male deaths exceeded the female, 1 in 6.666, or 17.649 per ct. 
The ages of all the males, and all but one of the females, were 
given. The average age of the males was 42.65 years ; of the 
females, 41.44 years ; of the unknown sex, 6 months 21 days ; of 
every individual, 40.97 years. The deaths, in that portion of the 
County from which birth Returns were also received, were 36 ; 
the Population was 8,022, making the proportion of deaths 1 in 
222.833, or 0.448 per cent. The births exceeded the deaths 24, or 
in the proportion of 1 to 1.500, being 66.666 per cent. The male 
births exceeded the male deaths 12, or by 1 to every 1.500, or 
66.666 per cent ; the female births exceeded the female deaths 7, 
or in the proportion of 1 to 2.428, being 41,186 per cent. The 
average age of the males was 46.67, of the females, 41.44, and of 
every individual, 41.83 years. 

The proportion and per centage of the Nativities, embracing all 
of the Death Returns, were as follow, viz. : 

Males*-* American, 1 in 1.111, or 90.000 per cent 
" Foreign, 1 in 20.00, or 5.000 " 
" Unknown^ 1 in 20.00, o» S.000 " 
Females— American, 1 in 1.214, or 82.363 per cent. 
" Foreign, 1 in 17.000, or 6.882 " 

« Unknown, 1 in 8.500, or 11.765 « 

By the Tabular Recapitulation, it will be seen that the Returns 
show, as a total, 1,126 deaths ; being for the whole Population of the 
State, (147,549,) in the proportion of one in 131.03^, or 0.763 per S' 
cent The births exceeded the deaths 733, or by one additional 
to every 1.636 ; bdng 65 J.04 per cent, j the male bhrths exceeded 
11 
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the male deaths 372, or by one to 1.53^, being 66.208 per cent. ; 
the female births exceeded the female deaths by 364, or one to 
1.639, being 64.977 per cent. ; the unknown births exceeded the 
imknown deaths 7, or by one to every 1.671, being 63.663 per 
cent. The ages of 20 out of 670 males, or one in 28.60, being 
3.608 per cent.,— of 16 out of 546 females, or one in 36.333, being 
2.762 per cent., — and of 4 out of 11 unknown, or one in 2.760, be- 
ing 36.363 per cent., are not stated. The aggregate of the male 
ages given is 14,800 years, being an average of 26.91 each ; of the 
female ages, 14,988 years, being 28.28 each ; of the unknown, 6 
years, being 9 months each ; the aggregate of all ages, is '29,793, 
which makes the average age of every individual, irrespective of 
sexual distinction, 27.41 years. 

Properly, in making our estimates, and drawing deductions, we 
should omit the unrepresented portion of the State ; which, in re- 
ference to the deaths, is 28,827, thus leaving 118,722, among which 
the 1,126 deaths occurred; being one in 106.436, or 0.948 percent. 
So, in considering the relation of births to deaths, the unrepresent- 
ed Population, 67,393, should be deducted ; when there would re- 
main 90,166 inhabitants, among which occurred 936 male, 889 fe- 
male, and 18 unknown births, making together 1,843 ; and 1,069 
deaths, viz. : 631 males, 617 females, and 11 unknown. The births, 
in this population, were, one in 48.918, or 2.044 per cent. ; the 
deaths, one in 86.133, or 1.174 per cent. ; the excess of births over 
deaths was 784 ; being one additional to every 1.478, or 74.074 
per cent. The proportion of births to deaths, was 1.760 to 1. The 
male births exceeded the female, 47, or by one to every 18.914, or 
6.287 per cent The male deaths exceeded the female, 14, or by 
one to every 36.907, or 2.709 per cent. 

The proportion of male births to female, was 106.286 to 100. 
The proportion of male deaths to female, was 102.707 to 100. 

These results compare favorably with those arrived at elsewhere. 
In Massachusetts, by the Report for 1861, the last published, the 
mortality was one in 61.98 of the population, or 1.822 per cent. 
The average annual mortality of England, for a period of seven 
years, according to the Registrar General's Report, was of males, 
2.270 per cent. ; of females, 2.104 per cent. ; of the most healthy 
parts it was 1.636 per cent, of the males, and 1.616 per cent of 
the females ; of the unhealthiest parts, it was 3.682 per cent of the 
males, and 3.151 per cent of the females. 

Of the 670 deceased males, 403 were Native bom ; 92 were of 
Foreign, and 76 of Unknown extract ; of the 545 deceased females. 
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375 were Americans, 74 Foreigners, and 96 of Unknown origin ; 
of the 11 of Unknown Sex, 9 were of American, and 2 of Un- 
known birth. 

The proportion and percentage of the Nativities for the whole 
State were as follow ; viz. 

Males — American, 1 in 1.414, or 70.702 per cent. 
Foreign, 1 " 6.195, " 16.140 « 

Unknown, 1 « 7.600, '• iai58 « 

Females — American, 1 in 1.453, or 68.807 per cent. 
Foreign, 1 « 7.364, " 13.578 " 

Unknown, 1 " 5.677, " 17.615 « 

Unknown — American, 1 in 1,222, or 81.818 per cent. 
Unknown, 1 " 5.500, " 18.182 " 

General Remarks on the Abstract of Births, Marriages 
AND Deaths, constituting Table L 

As the average of individuals, at their decease, is designated in 
this Table, it may be well to remark that, in estimating the rela- 
tive degree of healthfulness of places, the age at death is but one 
of the elements to be taken into the account ; for the average age 
at that period, independently considered, is not a standard where- 
by the salubrity of a location is to be correctly inferred. This has 
been dwelt upon at much length by several writers ; it is sufficient 
for our purposes to cite two authorities. 

Is the average age at death a sound test of the sanitary condi- 
tion of a place ? ^^ To this question," says an able English wri- 
ter,* " we are constrained to give a decided negative. We are 
not now speaking of those extreme cases in which the fallacy is 
obvious at a glance ; where a large assemblage of children or old 
men gives a low or high average age, as the case may be, to the 
locality in which it is situated. As Mr. Chadwick has well ob- 
served, the death of one man aged 50 years will have the same 
effect on the average age at death, as the decease of 50 children 
a year old. This would be the case even if the infant were not 
subject to a greater mortality than the adult of 50. But when the 
high mortality of infancy is combined with the low figure of age, 
the effect on the average must be very striking ; and we shall not 
be surprised to find that even such a difference of distribution in 
respect of age as prevails in different countries, provinces, or 

*See The British and Foreign Medico-Chinugical Beriew, Vol. 1, p. 10, et seq. 
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towns, will suffice to produce a mdrked disparity in the average 
age at death, even where the rate of mortality does not materially 
differ. 

The rate of mortality in England and the. United States differs 
very slightly, being one in 44.55, and one in 44.60 respectively, or 
in both cases, about 22 in the thousand ; but the average age at 
death is in England 29 years, and in America only 20 years. This 
striking difference in the age at death is obviously due, not to the 
superior sanitary comiition of the English population, but to its 
greater age. The difference between the two populations in re- 
spect to age is well shown in the following statement, ' that whilst 
in England there are 5,025 persons between 15 and 50, who 
have 3,610 children or persons under 15, in America there are 
4,789 persons living between l6 and 50 years of age who have 
4,371 children dependent upon them. In England there are in 
every 10,000 persons, 1,365 who have obtained above 50 years' 
experience ; in America there are only 830.' * * * • 

The average age at death, therefore, cannot be taken as a sound 
or safe measure of the sanitary condition of a population-^and as 
a measure of the loss of life sustained by it, is open to serious ob- 
jection, and must inevitably lead to much exaggeration. The 
same remark applies, though in a less degree, to the rate of mor* 
tality ; for it stands to reason that one death in 30, oecurring 
among a population of young persons under 25 years of age, 
would represent a much more favorable state of things than the 
same rate of mortality in a population from 25 and 50 years. 
There is, therefore, no other perfectly satisfactory test but that 
which takes into account both the ages of the living and the age 
at death, or which has the properties, if not the exact form, of a 
life table. Mr. Nelson's method of supposing the actual popula* 
tion of a town with its own peculiar distribution of ages, trans-» 
ferred to another locality, and subject to the mortality at each age 
of the inhabitants of that locality, is equally sound, and leads to 
very striking alid satisfactory results." 

" Tables of average longevity and proportional mortality, only 
serve for remote comparison of the condition of different districts, 
for it will be perceived how large will be the different conditions 
of two communities having exactly the same proportions of mor* 
tality, but in one of which the deaths occur principally amongst 
the infant population, and the other in which they occur amongst 
the adults. The average age at death, or the average extent of 
life to every individual, may go on increasing, and yet the propor- 
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tiona who die remain the same. Hence it is that statistical re- 
turns of the proportions of death, which are so generally used, are 
fundamentally unstable as means of ascertaining the progressive 
sanitary condition of a population in different countries. 

The probabilities of life at different periods of life on which In- 
surance Companies act, are determined by Tables of a different 
construction. To form a Table of the probabilities of life at giv- 
en periods, in 1000 cases say, the date of the birth in each case is 
ascertained, and observations are made of how many remain alive 
at the end of each year at the different periods of life. From the 
different ages at which that 1,000 have died, it is held to be probable 
that every other 1,000 persons similarly circumstanced will die. 
The observations on which Tables of this description have been 
founded have generally been from mixed classes differently cir- 
cumstanced, and no observations on a basis sufficiently large, that 
I am aware, have been made to determine the probabilities of life 
to any one class of work-people, or to any one class of profession- 
al persons. The three Tables of the proportions of deaths at dif- 
ferent ages would be of little service to indicate the probability of 
life at different ages, unless we could ascertain with exactness the 
precise number of the classes Umng from which the deaths have 
occurred. More than half the children of the working classes die, 
and only one-fifth of the children of the gentry die, before the fifth 
year of age ; and after having attained that age, the probabilities 
of life of the laborer's child might be greater than that of the child 
of the person of the superior classes ; but though we have other 
evidence that the reverse is ttie case, we have not the evidence of 
well-constructed Tables of the jwobability of life at different peri- 
ods strictly applicable to that class. 1%ough the proportions per 
cent, of those who die in the higher and in the lower classes ap- 
proximate in the periods between 30 and 60 years of age, yet we 
know that the probabilities of life in each class at each period are 
widely di^rent. The probable duration of the life of a miner 
who had attained 40 years of age may not be, and we have rea- 
son to believe is not, half that of the agricultural laborer, not one- 
third that of a person of the higher ranks who had attained the 
^ame period,"* 

These facts show, among other things^ the great impoartance of 
the Birtb Division of our Table, and how highly essential it is to 
have the iteoods therein embraced, as accurate and complete as pos- 

"M^Qeneral Report on the Sanitary Condition of the Laboring Popolatiion of Qre^tBri* 
taliL Vote on p. 166» el seq. 
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sible. Being fully impressed with the truth of the statements set 
forth by the writers just quoted, we were paxticularly desirous of 
availing ourselves of certain statistics, relative to the Population 
of our States at different ages, which we conjecture to be contain- 
ed in the last United States Census Report ; but all our efforts to 
obtain a copy in season for this purpose, have proved abortive. 

Notwithstanding what has been remarked, however, the class of 
facts embodied in our Death Division, is full of interest ; although 
the true value of such facts may not be appreciated until at some 
future period, when, after an accumulation for a succession of 
years, they are resorted to for their legitimate purpose, as one of 
the aids in ascertaining the relative sanitary condition of different 
portions of the State, 

In casting our eye over the deaths, and bearing in mind simply 
the average age at death, we find that the Coimties in respect to 
longevity would be arranged in the following order ; viz. Provi- 
dence, Bristol, Washington, Kent, and Newport; the County first 
named standing lowest in the scale. In respect to towns, the lon- 
gevity of the inhabitants of Foster ranks the highest, and omitting 
South Kingstown, from which the returns are evidently exceeding- 
ly incomplete, that of Providence stands the lowest. Looking at 
af&irs from this point of view solely, it would seem that Fos- 
ter must be in a high state of. vital prosperity, and Providence 
quite the reverse. But let us now turn to the Birth and Marriage 
Divisions, and what a contrast will be observed ! By these, it will 
be found that, although the mortality be great and the age compar- 
atively small in Providence, the recuperative energies of the City 
are far greater, as shown by the number just ushered into exis- 
tence, and by the glorious promises held forth for the future ; whilst 
in regard to Foster, there is not only a sad blank as to births, but 
what is even still more melancholy, she presents nothing in ex- 
pectancy : so that with all her fiattelring longevity, should the ap«- 
parent, be her actual, condition, it is evident that, after the lapse 
of a certain period, she must run out, and be chronicled among 
the things that were, whilst Providence will continue enlarging 
ber domain, and augmenting her thriving population. Two towns 
have come to a stand still ; there being neither a birth, death, nor 
marriage reported within their precincts ; viz. Johnston and North 
Providence ; three appear to have reached the turning point, the 
result yet being doubtful ; there having been several marriages, 
but neither a birth nor death in either. Other towns seem pre- 
paring to stem the downward torrent ; and in an especial manner. 
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Cumberland and Smithfield ; from the fonner of which we have 
8, and from the latter, 41 deaths, with the return of no birth from 
the one, and one birth from the other, but with the gratifying in- 
telligence, of 65 marriages in the former, and 67 in the latter nam- 
ed place. Newport, so pre-eminent as a watering place, so world- 
wide renowned for the salubrity of her atmosphere, and the 
invigorating influence of her sea-baths, even she, although the 
longevity of her inhabitants, flar, very far exceeds the average, 
would seem to be on a rapidly downward course ; so that, like Troy 
of old, if not by a similar enemy, by the ravages of as insidious a 
one, she is rendering herself liable to be referred to hereafter, as " a 
populous city made a desert place :" against 40 deaths, she op- 
poses but two births; all hope, however, is not dissipated, for 29 
couple, at least, seem coming to the rescue. 

The question might very naturally arise, what has occasioned 
the extraordinary sterility to which reference has been made ? Is 
there anything in the soil, climate, or site of the towns, or in the 
vocation, amusements, or diet of the inhabitants, to account fwr it ? 
We think not ; certain is it that the cause is not strictly endemic 
or local ; by some it may be considered as partaking largely of a 
sporodic character, scattered so extensively as it is throughout the 
State ; though at times we have been alarmed, lest on a critical in- 
vestigation it should be found to have assumed a virulent epide- 
mic form ; for by a very hasty glance, it will be seen that the bale- 
ful influence manifests itself in no one section of the State exclu- 
sively, but pervades, to a greater or less degree, most parts of it ; 
its effects are experienced on the East as well as the West side of 
the Bay, and reach both to our Northern and Southern confines. 

The result by us deliberately arrived at is, that the cause is an 
artificial, not a natural one, and entirely and completely within 
our means to remedy. It is to be classed among the offences of 
the moral, not the physical man ; it springs from a disregard of 
civil institutions, not from a disobedience of the laws of Nature. 
If Parents, Professional men, and those of other classes specified 
in the Registration Act, would faithfully conform to its requisi- 
tions, and furnish the means to enable the Town Clerks to make 
their proper Returns, we doubt not, that a more cheering prospect 
would supersede the present sad and disheartening one; our now 
barren wastes, would yield rich and luxuriant crops; we should 
find that this State is no exception to the rule that like produces 
like, and that here as elsewhere, the Divine command is strictly 
obeyed. 
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In closing this portion of our remarks, we cannot but express a 
hope, and entertain, what we deem a well grounded conviction, 
that every class of facts contained in the Abstract, will hereafter 
command a greater degree of attention, than heretofore has been 
the case ; a degree somewhat more nearly proportioned to their 
respective value and importance. Reports based on them, (to era- 
ploy the nervous and expressive language of one of the highest 
toned and deservedly most influential Medical Journals of the 
day,*) " engrave in brief but expressive phrases, the national vi- 
cissitudes, prosperities, trials, and calamities. With those faith- 
ful and unerring indices, marriages and deaths, the Registrar Gen- 
eral measures the robustness of national vigor, or probes the depth 
of national suffering. Backed by tho^e ranks of expressive jSgures, 
which permit no exaggeration, and are susceptible of no fallacy, 
he presents to us a true picture of the present condition of our 
country and nation. No political creed conceals the facts or per- 
verts their meaning. No unjust law orders the distorticm of half 
the truth by concealment of the other half. These reports are in- 
deed something more than current history ; they are the judgments 
of the time upon itself ; and untinctured as they are by party spir- 
it, and unswayed by personal considerations, those judgments are 
as true and faithful as those of future times can be." 

TABLES OF DETAILS. 

We propose now to direct attention to a series of Tables con- 
taining a variety of interesting and important particulars, the gen- 
eral results of which are alone embodied in the Abstract. In the 
Birth Division of Table I, for example, nothing is presented, but 
the number, and the Parentage,, of each sex and of the unknown 
born, during the year, in the several towns and Counties. In the 
Table on which we shall next comment, and wMeb is designated 

Table IL BtRTas— 1852-53, 
we see exhibited the total number of males, females, and un- 
known, bom ill the whole State, during each month and the un* 
known month of tbe year, the proportion belonging to each County 
iluring tbe 0am0 period, being specified y— ^so, in annexed parallel 
cohunnA, the number of colored births in each County, included 
in tbe precedixi^ totals ; subjoined to the Table is an exhibit of 
the total number of the white and colored in the several Counties^ 
and in the Steta 

* " The British and Foreign Medioo-Chirnrgical Review." 
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By reference to this, it will be seen that the greatest productive- 
ness occurred in February, when 95 males, 77 females, and 2 un- 
known, making together 174, were born ; the least productiveness 
in October and December, each month furnishing 139 births. The 
greatest number of males was born in February, and the least 
number in December ; the greatest number of females in August, 
the least number in March. The maximum of males, exceeded 
that of females, by 4 only ; the minimum of males fell short of 
that of females by 4 also. The first quarter of the Registration 
year, including the months of June, July, and August, was the 
most productive ; the second quarter the least ; the greatest num- 
ber of males was born in the fourth quarter ; viz. 253 ; the greatest 
number of females in the first quarter ; viz. 250 ; the least of each 
sex in the second quarter ; viz. 217 males, 211 females. The max- 
imum of males exceeded that of females 3 ; the mim'mum of males 
exceeded that of females 6. The whole number of births during 
the first quarter Was 486 ; the second quarter 430 ; the third quar- 
ter 465 ; the fourth quarter 471. 

Of the unknown sex there were two births in each of the months 
of January, February, April, August, September, and December, — 
3 in March, — 1 in May, June, and July, — and none in October nor 
November. The ratio in the last three months of Registration 
stands 3, 2, 1 ; so that we have reason to trust, hereafter its true 
representative will be, as in all such Returns it should, a cypher. 
Bristol county is the only one entirely firee from this blemish; 
next stands the County of Providence, which produced but one 
in 1421 births ; Newport County furnished one in 101 ; Washing- 
ton County, 1 in 68, being 1.47 per cent. ; whilst Kent County 
bears away the palm having presented, of this nondescript, 10 in 
94, equal to 10.64 per cent. 

If we now analyze the Table, and make the apportionment 
among the Counties, we shall find that in 

Bristol County, March proved the most, and November the 
least prolific month. The greatest number of males was born in 
March, the least number in October ; the greatest number of fe- 
males in June, the least number in November, December, and 
April ; 3 each. The maximum of males, exceeded that of females 
2 ; the rriinimum of males was one less than that of females. Tfhe 
number of male births was alike in May, August, and November ; 
so also in June and September ; the same was the case with the 
female births in February and September; in October and Janu- 
ary ; and likewise in November, December, and April. May and 
12 
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September produced an equal number of males and females. The 
first quarter of the Registration year was the most productive, — 
the second quarter the least. The greatest number of males was 
born in the 3d. quarter, viz. 33 ; the least in the 2d. quarter, viz. 
12; — ^the greatest number of females in the 1st. quarter, viz. 37; 
in the 2d., 3d., and 4th. quarters the number was alike ; viz. 17. — 
The maximum of females exceeded that of the males 4 ; the min- 
imum 5. The whole number of births during the 1st quarter was 
52 ; the 2d. quarter 29 ; the 3d. quarter 50 ; the 4th. quarter 44 ; 
making the annual County total 175. 

In Kent County, January and December were the most prolific 
months, — ^the number in each being the same, though differently 
apportioned ; in January the females, and in December the males, 
predominating. In May and October, the fruits were the least ; the 
number here also being alike in both months, and the females pre- 
dominating in both. The greatest number of males was born in 
April, — ^the least number in May and October ; the greatest num- 
ber of females in January, the least in July ; the maxima of the 
two sexes, and the minima were equal. The number of males 
in January, March, and June, — in May and October, — ^in Septem- 
ber, November, and December, were the same ; so also the num- 
ber of females in February and September, — April, August, and 
October, — and in May, June, and November. In September, 
there was an equal number of each sex born. The third quarter 
of the year was the most, the first quarter the least productive. 
The greatest number of both males and females was born in the 
third, the least number of both in the first quarter. There was an 
equal number of males born in the 2d. and 4th. quarters. The 
maximum of females exceeded that of the males, 6 ; the minimum 
of females was one less than that of males. The whole number 
of births during the 1st. quarter was 15 ; the 2d. quarter 22, the 3d. 
quarter 34, the 4th quarter 23 ; making the County Total for the 
year 94. 

In Newport County, October stands the highest, and January 
the lowest as regards births. The greatest number of males was 
born in October, the least number in June, January, and April ; 
the greatest number of females in .luly, the least number in Janu- 
ary, June, and September. There was an equal number of 
males in July, August, September, November, and December; 
and of females in August, October, November, April, and May. 
The months of August, November, and February, produced an 
equal number of each sex. The maximum and minimum of males 
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exceeded those of the females one. The most productive quarter 
was the second, the least productive the third. The greatest num- 
ber of males was bom in the second, the least number in the third 
and fourth quarters; the greatest number of females in the first, 
the least number in the third quarter. The most productive quar- 
ter was the second, the least productive the third. The greatest 
number of males was born in the second, the least number in the 
third and fourth quarters ; the greatest number of females in the 
first, the least number in the third quarter. The maximum of 
males exceeded that of females five ; the minimum of males that 
of females three. The number of males in the first quarter cor- 
responded with that of females in the fourth ; and the number of 
females in the second, with that of males in the third. In this 
County we find the Unknown assuming another shape, so that it 
here presents two different forms ; viz. the child born in a given 
month of unknown sex, and children of a given sex born in an un- 
known month ; the unknown in sex is one, — in time two. The 
whole number of births during the 1st. quarter was 27 ; the 2d. 
quarter 30 ; the 3d. quarter 19 ; the 4th. quarter 23 ; the unknown 
quarter 2 ; making the County total for the Year 101. 

Li Providence County, the months of February and April rank 
the highest ; there having been 135 births in each, the males pre- 
dominating in both cases ; the births stand the lowest in Decem- 
ber, — ^the females predominating largely, nearly in the proportion 
of 3 to 2. The greatest number of males, (74) was born in Feb- 
ruary, the least number, (41) in December ; the greatest number 
of females, (64) in August, the least number in October and March, 
48 each. The maximum of males exceeded that of females 10 ; the 
minimum fell short of that of the females seven. In June and 
November the number of females was alike, 57 ; so, also, in Sep- 
tember, December, February and May, 61 ; and in October and 
March, 48. In May, an equal number of males and females, (61) 
was bom ; whilst 63 males in March are counterbalanced by 63 
females in April, and 57 females in November by 57 males in 
January. August produced one of unknown sex. The first quar- 
ter was the most, the second quarter the least productive. The 
greatest number of male births occurred in the fourth quarter, 196 ; 
the least number in the second quarter, 165 ; the greatest number 
of female births, 181, in the first, the least number, 166, in the 
second quarter. The maximum of males exceeded that of the 
females 15 ; the minimum of males was one less than that of fe- 
males. The whole number of births during the first quarter was 
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372 ; the second quarter, 331 ; the third quarter, »15 ; the fourth 
quarter, 368 ; the unknown quarter, 5^; making the County total 
for the year, 1,421. 

In Washington County, June takes the lead, and May bring» 
up the rear. The largest number of male births in any month 
was 5, and June, October and February, each produced that num- 
ber ; the smallest number occurred in May ; the greatest number 
of females in August, the least number, (1,) in July, November, 
February, March, and April. 

In addition to the equalities above referred to, July, September, 
January, and April furnished an equal number of males ; June 
and September, also December and January, an equal number of 
females ; March, two of unknown sex, and September, December, 
February, and April, one each. January furnished an equal num- 
ber of both sexes. 

The maximum of females exceeded that of males, 2 ; the minima 
of the sexes were alike. The first quarter was the most, the last 
quarter the least productive. The greatest number of male births 
was in the second quarter ; in the first, third, and fourth quarters, an 
equal number was born ; the greatest number of female births was in 
the first, the least number in the fourth quarter ; in the first and 
third quarters the number was equal. The maximum of females 
exceeded that of males, 2 ; the minimum of males exceeded that 
of females, 6. The whole number of births during the 1st. quarter 
was 20 ; the 2d. quarter, 18 ; the 3d. quarter, 17 ; the 4th. quarter, 
13 ; making 68 the County total for the year. 

In this County, we find a new anomaly ; viz. : that neither Au- 
gust nor December contributed a single male, nor May a female 
child, according" to (he Returns ; and this too in a section contain- 
ing 16,000 inhabitants ! ! 

As respects the predominance of the sexes, the males were in 
the ascendency in Newport, Providence, and Washington Coun- 
ties, whilst in Bristol and Kent the females were. 

The proportion and percentage of births in the several Coun- 
ties, to the whole number in the State, were as follow, viz. : 
In Bristol County— 1 in 10.622 or 9.414 per cent- 
In Kent « 1 in 19.776 or 6.056 " 

In Newport " 1 in 18.405 or 5.433 ^ 
In Providence « 1 in 1.308 or 76.439 " 
Washington « 1 in 27.338 or 3.658 " 
As regards complexion, in Bristol County, there were hcftn 170 
whites, and 5 blacks, or colored ; for these terms are indiscrimi- 
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nately used, and applied sometimes to mulattoes, at other times to 
blacks, and at others stiil to both ; occasioning in consequence ah 
objectionable vagueness. Of these colored, 2 were males, born in 
November and February, the remainder females, of whom 2 were 
born in August, and 1 in April, 

In Kent County, the white births were 91, the colored 3 — viz.: 
in June and February, each 1 male ; in November, 1 female. 

Iffl Newport County, there were bora 99 whites, and 2 colored, 
viz.: 1 male in March, and 1 female in August 

In Providence County, the number of white children was 1,382 j 
of colored, 39, viz.: in May 3 males; in June, November, Decem- 
ber and January, each 2; in July, August, October, February, 
March, and unknown month, each 1 — making 17 ; in July, August, 
January, February, April, and May, each 1 female ; in October, 
December^ and March, each 2 ; in June and September, each 5— 
makiog 22. 

The proportion and percentage of white births to the whole num- 
ber of births, 1 in 1.027, or 97.370 per cent. — of colored births to 
the whole number of births, 1 in 37.938, or 2.630 per cent. 

By the last Census, the population of Bristol County consisted 
of 8,264 whites and 250 blacks; the percentage of births on the 
former was 2.057 ; on the latter, 2;000. 

The population of Kjint County wa«, whites, 14,839 — ^blacks, 
229 ; the percentage of births on the former was 0.613 ; on the 
latter, 1.310. 

In Newport County, the white population of the Birth-Re- 
turns secticm was 17,638 ; the« black population, 671 ; there was, 
I therefore, by births, an inerease on the former of 0.561 p6r cent. ; 

on the latter, of 0.298 per cent 
I In the Returns portion of Providence County, the white popu* 

I lation was 44,820, the colored 1,275 ; being by births an increase 

of 3.083 per cent on the former, and 3.058 per cent on the latter. 

The Returns show but 7 illegitimate children, 2 of them males, 
one born in December, and one in August : and 5 females, one 
born in February, and two each, in June and August— 4 of them 
were white, and one waa colored. Of the fathers, three were firom 
Ireland, one from England, one from Wales, and two from parts 
unknown. Of the mothers, three were Americans, (one belonging 
in New. York, and two in this State,) two Irish, one English, and 
one Welsh. 

This makes, of the whole number of births, 1 in 265.571, or 
0.376 per cent. 
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The white illegitimate births were, to the whole number of 
white, as 1 in 301.666, or 0.331 per cent. 

The colored illegitimates were, to the whole number of colored 
births, as 1 in 49.000, or 2.040 per cent. 

K we here have full and correct Returns, they speak well for the 
morality of the State, compared with that of other places. In 
England, for example, it is stated that one-fourth of all the births 
in 1847-48, were illegitimate. In 1842, they constituted 6.07 per 
cent. ; in 1845, 7 per cent, and in 1846, 6.07 per cent. The ille- 
gitimate births in Paris have, some years, amounted to one-third 
of all born. 

" The ordinary proportion of illegitimate births to other births 
is — for France, 1 to 12.5 ; Prussia, ] to 13.1 ; England, 1 to 14; 
Sweden, 1 to 14.6. The preponderance of morality thus appear- 
ing in favor of the two latter Countries. In cities the propor- 
tions are strikingly different. In Paris, for 28 legitimate there are 
10 illegitimate births. In Stockholm,, the proportion is 1 to 2.3 ; 
that is nearly a third of the children born in that Northern capi- 
tal are illegitimate* In Berlin, the proportion has arisen^ since 
1790, from 1 to 9, to 1 to 6." 

Plurality Cases. 

These are exhibited in Table III, which may be considered as 
supplementary to the preceding one, and is designed to present, 
in a separate and distinct view from the births in general among 
which they are incorporated, the cases of twins that occut'- 
red during the year. The whole number of these was 15 ; as to 
sex they were divided 12 males, 18 females. October, November, 
January, and February^ each furnished one pair; August and 
April, each two, March 3, and May 4 pairs. The largest number 
of males, in any one month, was 4, against 2 females, — in March ; 
the largest number of females 7, to 1 male, — ^in May. Newport 
County furnished 2 pairs, (3 males and 1 female ;) Providence 
Coimty 12 pairs, (9 males and 15 females ;) Washington Coun- 
ty 1 pair, (both females;) not a sound was heard from either 
Bristol or Kent County. The Nativity of 16 parents was Amer- 
ican ; viz. 7 fathers and 6 mothers were natives of this State ; one 
father and one mother of New Hampshire ; and one mother of New 
York ; of the remaining 14 parents, one father and one mother 
was of English, 2 of each parent were of Irish, and 4 of. each of 
Unknown extract. The Occupations of the fathers are also noted 
so far as they were stated ; whereby it will he seen that the Farm- 
ers, next to the powerful class of Unknown, have distinguished 
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themselves the most. The proportion of twin cases, to the whole 
number of births, was within a small fraction of 1 in 124, or 0.806 
per cent. Of these cases, 12 occurred in the city of Providence ; 
which, to the whole number of births in the City famished a pro- 
portion of 1 in 117.833 or 0.848 per cent. According to the re- 
ports of Practitioners, the proportion of twin cases in Great 
Britain is 1 in 69 ; in Germany 1 in 84 ; in France 1 in 110. 
From the observation of those who have had large experience, it 
seems that twin children are generally of opposite sexes ; and 
that female are more common than male twins. So far as our 
limited Returns go, they sustain both of these positions ; as they 
show 6 cases of opposite sexes, 5 cases where both children were 
females, and 4 cases where both were males. 

No Stillborn nor Miscarriages were returned, excepting from 
Providence and Bristol. In the city of Providence the Stillborn 
numbered 45 ; (23 ip. 19 f. 3 u.) being of dead-born to live-born 
1 to 31.666 ; the Miscarriages were 6, being 1 to 235.666 fully 
matured births. In the Town of Bristol the Still Born were 6 ; 
(2 m. 4 f. ) being 1 to 19.666 ; the Miscarriages 1 to 118. In 
European Cities the proportion of dead to living births is about 
1 to 19 ; whilst in rural districts the proportion is not more than 
half as great. How it may be in the rural portions of this State, 
we know not ; according to the Returns, they enjoy a perfect ex- 
emption from such misfortunes. It is said that the number of 
male is much greater than of female dead-born. The proportion 
in Western Flanders is 14 to 10, and so elsewhere ; in Providence 
it was about 12 to 10. 

Influence op Season on Marbiage. 

This is shown by Table IV, wherein is specified the whole 
number of Marriages consummated in each month within the 
State, the proportion in each County during the same periods, and 
the total during the year ; also the color of the parties, and the 
distinction as regards Nativity, of the American or Native-born, 
the Foreign, and the Unknown, from one another. 

The greatest number of these joyous occasions was 'celebrated 
in November, when one hundred couples were joined in wed- 
lock ; the least number, 43, occurred in March, omitting the Un- 
known month ; for, strange as it may seem, two couples were 
partial to that period. The second Registration quarter ranks 
the highest, the fourth the lowest, in numbers. The 1st. quarter 
furnished 206, the 2d., 258, the 3d., 209, and the 4th. 156 couples. 
All of the mcurriages, 831 in number, were of whites, excepting 3 ; 
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of which one occurred in each of the Counties of Kent, Providence, 
fmd Washington. The proportion of white marriages to the 
white population was 1 in 159.478, of the colored to the colored 
population 1 in 1020.666. The percentage of white indiviuals 
married was 1.241 ; of colored, 0.194. 

In Bristol County, the greatest number of marriages, 9, oc- 
curred in November ; the least number, 1, in September ; in 
March and April each, there were 2 ; in June and February each, 
5 ; in July, January, and May each, 6 ; and in August, October, 
and December each, 7. The County proportion of the whole 
number of marriages was 1 in 13.190, or 7.581 per cent. 

In Kent County, the largest number of marriages, 10, occurred 
in October ; the smallest number, 1, in May. In February and 
April there were 2 each ; in June and July 3 each ; in August, 
November, and December 4 each ; in September and January 5 
each; whilst in March there was not one ; and this in a popu- 
lation of 15,068 ! The County proportion of the whole number 
of marriages was 1 in 19.325, or 5.174 per cent. 

In Newport County, 8 was the highest number in any one 
month, and both July and March indicate that ijumber ; the least 
number was 3, which occurred in August, February, and March ; 
4 each occurred in November and January ; 5 each in June and 
October; 7 each in September and December; leaving 6 for 
April. The County proportion of the whole number of marria- 
ges was 1 in 13.190 or 7.581 per cent. 

In Providence County, the largest number of marriages, 72, 
took place in November ; the smallest number, 30, in March ; 
there were 46 each, in September and February ; the number in 
the remaining months varied somewhat from one another. The 
County proportion of the whole number of manriages was 1 in 
1.463, or 68.352 per cent. 

In Washington County, the greatest number of marriages, 13, 
occurred in December; the least number, 3, in March; 11 occur- 
red both in September and November, 9 in October and in Jan- 
uary ; 6 in February and in April ; 4 occurred in July, 5 in Au- 
gust, and 7 in May. The couples united in the Unknown period 
belong to this County. The County proportion of the whole num- 
ber of marriages was 1 in 8.840, or 11.312 per cent. 

Of the brides, 357, being 1 in 2.327, or 42.960 per cent. ; and of 
the grooms, 338, being 1 in 2.458, or 40.674 per cent., were Rhode 
Islanders. At the time of marriage there were resident within the 
State, 644 of the grooms, i>eing 1 in 1.290, or 77.519 per cent, and 
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»* 716 of the brides, being 1 in 1.160, or 86.206 per cent. The old- 

> est groom was 76 years of age ; a second marriage to a bride of 

IPS 47, also a second marriage- The oldest groom, first marriage, 58, 

:a 2nd. marriage 65 years of age. 

The oldest bride was 58 years of age, — a second marriage ; the 

f. oldest bride, first marriage, 49 years of age. 

i The youngest groom was 17, the youngest bride 14, years of 

a age. 

c The youngest groom, married the second time, was 27, the young- 

K est bride, married the second time, was 19 years of age ; the young* 

est bride, for the third time married, was 39 years old. 

m The oldest couple married the first time, groom 57, bride 47 

, years of age ; the oldest couples, married the second time, were a 

. groom 76 to a bride 47, and a groom 60, to a bride 60, years old. 

J The youngest couple, first marriage, groom 17 and bride 15; 

the youngest couple, second marriage, groom 52, and bride 45 
years old. 

The greatest disparity in the ages of any couple was 40 years ; 
the groom being 65, and the bride 25 years old. 

There was an equality of ages in the case of 43 couples. 
There were 5 brides of 15 years and under ; also 196 brides of 
from 15 to 20 years of age ; whilst there were but 28 grooms so 
young as 20 years. This shows a very marked difference as to 
the period at which the two sexes formed a matrimonial alliance. 
Of the females, 1 in 4.164 or about 25 per cent, ventured to as- 
sume the responsibilities of this new social position ere they had 
escaped, or when they had but barely passed, their teens ; whilst 
of the males all but 1 in 29.646 or 3.373 per cent., wisely, or from 
necessity, which in this matter should be a cause for congratula- 
tion, avoided prematurely entering upon this new and important 
sphere of action. 

Remarks on Mortality. 
We propose next to examine more in detail the subject of 
Deaths ; the most serious and solemn position of our duty, though 
one which, if rightly viewed, carefully studied, and duly profited 
by, must, in process of time, eventuate greatly to the advantage 
and well-being of the people, and consequently augment the pros- 
perity of the Nation. To apply to this subject the admirable 
language of a foreign medical writer,* " It is no objection to the 
value of these records, to say that they chronicle with greater mi- 
nuteness and accuracy the national ills and chastisements, than 

* The British and Foreign Modico-Chirnrgieal Review, vol. Y., p. 216, et seq. 
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the national happiness and success. The most dreary and pain- 
ful side of human existence is certainly most largely presented to 
us. The shadow of imperfection and decay tinges all things with 
its melancholy hues. Our path is rather through the gloomy val- 
ley, and under the shade of cypresses, than on the invigorating 
mountain side, resplendent with the light of heaven. But this 
seems to be the necessary result of all true histories of the social 
condition of a people. That which is strongest and most perma- 
ment presses aside that which is less vigorous and enduring. — 
Happiness and comfort escape the chronicler ; the gaunt features 
of misery and distress are ever before him. The happy hours of 
a nation's, as of an individual's life, are as the sandy ripples which 
the advancing tide washes into smoothness ; the hours of sorrow 
and of trouble are like those ripples fossilized into stone." 
Influence of Season on Mortality. 

Table V. in our series was constructed for the purpose of exhib- 
iting the number of Male, Female, and Unknown deaths which 
occurred in the whole State and in the several Counties of the 
the State, during each month of the year. As has been shown in 
the Tabular Abstract, so here we find it confirmed that, the total 
number of deaths was 1,126. The proportion and percentage of 
the deaths to the population have been given whilst remarking on 
Table I ; in the course of the present observations we shall give 
the monthly proportion and percentage of deaths for the State ; 
and also the County proportions and percentages of the whole 
number of deaths. 

It will be seen that the greatest mortality prevailed in August, 
and that the greatest number of both sexes, and of the unknown 
sex then died ; viz : 81 males, 70 females, and 5 unknown ; mak- 
ing together 156. 

The next most fatal month was September ; and the third was 
January ; in each of these the mortality exceeded one hundred. 

The least fatal month was November, in which there died, of 
males, 31, of females, 36, and of the unknown sex, one ; being a to- 
tal of 68. The next least fatal month was June, wherein occurred 
38 male, and 32 female deaths ; making 70 for the total. 

Of the remaining months, the range of mortality was between 
90 and 100 in March and May ; and between 80 and 90 in July, 
October, December, February, and April. The least number of 
males died in November, the least number of females in June. — 
In July and February the male deaths were the same in number, 
in January and March the number of females was the same. The 
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male deaths in June, corresponded to the female in July. The 
same holds true in regard to the males in March, and the females 
in May. The male and female deaths in December and Feb- 
ruary were, interchangeably, alike. 

The monthly number, proportion, and percentage of deaths were 
as follow, viz : 
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The greatest total mortality occurred in the first quarter, em- 
bracing the months of June, July, and August ; the least in the 
second quarter. The greatest male and female mortality occurred 
in the first quarter ; the least male in the third quarter ; the least 
female iiji the second quarter ; the greatest number of the unknown 
sex in the first quarter ; in the remaining three the number was 
equal. 

The whole number in the several quarters and the distinctive 
number of each sex, and of the unknown, were as follow, viz : 

1st. Quarter. June, July, Aug., Total 307. Males 162, Fern. 140, nDk'n.5. 
2nd. " Sept, Oct, Nov., 
3d. " Dec, Jan., Feb., 
4th. « M'ch., Apl., May. 
Unknown Period. 

Totals for the Year, 1,126. 570, 546, 11. 

The Quarterly per centage of deaths was as follows, viz : 
1st Quarter. Total per ct 27.266. Male per ct 28.422, Fern, per ct 25,688. 
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If we now examine the Counties, we shall find that the relative 
monthly mortality varied somewhat In Bristol County, the 
mortality was the greatest in March and April ; the deaths being 
equal in those two months, though differently divided between the 
sexes ; the number of males and of females were alike in March, but 
in April that of males constituted 7-8 of the whole ; and the two 
months furnished one fourth of the mortality for the year. The 
least number of deaths took place in July. The deaths in June 
and January, in September, November, and Febuary, in October, 
December, and May, also in March and April, were alike equal. 
The months of October, November, December and March were 
each fatal to the sexes equally ; October and December, were both 
equally fatal to the sexes ; June and January were interchangeably 
fatal ; the males in June corresponding to the females in January, 
the females in June to the males in January. The proportion of 
males to females was alike in June and May ; the' number of 
males in June, August, October, December, and May were the 
same ; so also the number of females in July, September, Octo- 
ber, December, .January, and February ; and in June, November, 
and May. The greatest number of males died in April; of fe- 
males in August and March ; the least number of males in Sep- 
tember and February ; the least number of females in April. 

The total mortality was the greatest in the first, the least in the 
second quarter ; and equal in the first and fourth quartets. The 
male mortality was the greatest in the fourth, and alike in the re- 
maining quarters ; the female was greatest, and alike in the first 
and third quarters ; the least in the fourth quarter. The quarter- 
terly deaths were, in the 

1st. Quarter. 6 males, 9 fem. ; making a total of 15. 
2nd. " 6 " 8 " " « 14. 

3d. " 6 " 9 " " " 15. 

4th. " 14 " 7 " " " 22. ^Unknown, 1. 

The deaths in the County to the whole number of deaths was - 
1 in 17.060, or 5.861 per cent 

In Kent County, the greatest mortality was in May ; the least 
in December ; it was alike in June, November, and February ; in 
August, October, and June ; also in September &nd March. In 
August and November the same number of both sexes died. The 
proportion of males to females was the same in June and Febru- 
ary. No female deaths occurred in December, and none of either 
eex in July. In August and November the same number of both 



1852-53.] COUNTY MORTALITY. 101 

sexes died ; in June, January, and February, in August, November, 
December, and March, and in April and May, the same number of 
males ; in August, September, November, and January, and in 
June, February, March, and April, the same number of females. 
The greatest number of males died in April and May ; — of fe- 
males in May ; the least number of males in September and Oc- 
tober ; the least number of females in June, February, March, and 
April. The male deaths were to the female as 1.421 to 1. 

The total mortality was the greatest in the fourth, the least in 
the first quarter. The greatest male mortality occurred in the 
fourth, the least in the second quarter ; the greatest female in the 
second, the least in the first and third quarters. 

The quarterly number of deaths were, in the 

1st. Quarter, 6 males, 3 fem., 2 unknown, total 10. 

2nd. " 4 " 8 « 1 « " 13. 

3d. « 8 " 3 « 1 " " 12. 

4th. « 10 " 5 *^ " 15. 

The County proportion was 1 in 22.520, or 4.440 per cent. 

In Newport County, the greatest mortality prevailed in Janu- 
ary ; the least in June and November , it was alike in June and 
November; in July, May, and the nameless month, (which among 
deaths is recognized only in this County,) and in December, Feb- 
ruary, and March. An equal number of both sexes died in June. 
The proportion of males to females was th« same in July And 
May ; also in December and February. The greatest and the 
least number of deaths in any month was of females. There was 
an equal number of male deaths in June add the unknown month ; 
in July, November, and May ; in August, October and January ; 
in September, December, and February ; the sam ewas the case 
with the females in June, Jtdy, and May; in December and Febru- 
ary ; in April and the unknown month. The female deaths were 
to the male about as 8 to 7. 

The total mortality was the greatest in the third, and the least 
in the first quarter. The male mortality was also the greatest in 
the third, and the least in the first quarter ; so likewise the female. 

The quarterly number of deaths were, in the 
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County proportion of the whole number of deaths was 1 in 
8.866, or 11.279 per cent. 

In Providence County, the greatest mortality was in August, 
when the deaths were, to the whole number in the year, as 1 in 
6.869, or 14.588 per cent. ; the least mortality occurred in June. 
January and May, March and April, proved equally fatal. The 
male deaths in January and February were alike ; the female in Oc- 
tober and February, and in December and April. The number of 
males in November, corresponded to the females in June ; in Oc- 
tober to July ; in December to February ; in February to May. 
The greatest number of males and of females died in August ; the 
least number of males in November, of females in June. The 
proportion of male to female deaths for the year was as 1.068 to 1. 

The total mortality was the greatest in the first, the least in the 
third quarter; the greatest male and female mortality was in the 
first, the least male in the third, and the least female in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

The quarterly number of deaths were, in the 

1st. Quarter, males 128, females 114, unk'n. 2, total 244. 
2nd. " " 106, " 90, " 1, " 197. 

3d. " " 96, " 97, " 1, " 194. 

4th. " " 102, " 107, " 1, " 210. 

The County proportion was 1 in 1.332, or 75.075 per cent. 

In Washington County, the greatest mortality was in August, 
the least in May ; it was alike in June, October, and March ; in 
July and November ; in September and January. There were no 
deaths of either sex in February and April ; none of males in No- 
vember and May ; none of females in July. The number of deaths 
in June and March were interchangeably alike ; the number of 
males in June, September, and January, in July and August, and 
in October and December were alike ; also of females in August 
and October, and in September, December, January, March, and 
May. The number of males in March, corresponded to the females 
in June, also the males in July, when there were no female deaths, 
to the females in November, when there were no male deaths. — 
The greatest number of male deaths took place in July and Au- 
gust, of females in November. The proportion of male to female 
deaths for the year was as 1.176 to 1. 

The total mortality was the greatest in the 1st, the least in the 
3d., and 4th., quarters ; the greatest male mortality was in the Ist., 
the least in the other three quarters ; the greatest female in the 
2d., and the least in the 3d., and 4th. quarters. 
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The quarterly number of deaths were in the 

Ist. Quarter, males 11, females 5, unknown 1, total 17. 

2d. " " 3, " 8, " 11. 

3d. " " 3, " 2, « 5. 

4th. " " 3, " 2, " 5. 

The County proportion was 1 in 29.631, or 3.374 per cent. 
In Kent, Newport, and Washington Counties, the deaths in 
June stood, males 3, 2, 1 — females 1, 2, 3 ; in Bristol and 
Kent, in February, males 1, 3, — females 3, 1. The totals for 
Kent, Newport, and Washington were alike in June ; of New- 
port and Washington, in July; of Bristol and Kent in Octo- 
ber; of Bristol, Kent, and Newport in November; and of 
Bristol and Kent in February. The totals for Kent, Newport, and 
Washington in June, of Bristol in September, of Washington in 
October, of Bristol, Kent, and Newport in November, of Bristol 
and Kent in February, and Washington in March, have the same 
representative number ; as also Bristol in June, Washington in Ju- 
ly and November, Bristol in January, Kent in April, and New- 
port in May ; the same holds true as to Bristol in July, Kent in 
September, Washington in December, and Kent in March ; also 
in respect to Kent in August, Bristol and Kent in October, Bris- 
tol in December, and Kent in January ; also as regards Bristol in 
August, and Newport in April ; Washington in August, and Bris- 
tol in March and April ; Washington in September, Kent in De- 
cember, and Washington in January. But we will not pursue 
this curious subject, into which we have been accidentally drawn, 
any further ; although these correspondences, as well as certain 
contrasts and coincidences, would admit of its being much ex- 
tended. 

The number of deaths during the year, as has been stated, was 
1,126 ; being at the rate of 93.833 monthly ; 21.653 weekly ; 3.084 
daily. 

In Bristol Co. the monthly rate was 5.500, the weekly 1.269, the daily 0.180. 
" Kent « « " 4.166, « « 0.961, « " 0.136. 

"Newport " " "10.583," " 2.442, « « 0.347. 

"Providence « " "70.416," " 16.173, " « 2.315. 

"Washington «* « " 3.166," « 0.730, " " 0.104. 

Influence op Age on Mortality. 
We propose now to examine the bearing of Age on mortality ; 
and for this purpose Table VI was constructed, which is design- 
ed to show the number of each Sex and of the Unknown, who 
died at different ages in the several Counties during the year. 
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As by the preceding Table we learn how true it is, as has been 
sadly and expressively declared, 

" Thou hast all seasons for thine own, ! Death," 
SO by this we find, it is equally true, that 

" From Death's arrest no age is free." 
In the present instance the range is an unusually wide one, ex- 
tending from the infantile period, when life is measured by min- 
utes and hours merely, to the extreme senile period when time is 
marked by scores, and age has" established itself within the con- 
fines of a second century. 

We have varied slightly from the customary plan of arrange- 
ment in such tables, in order actually to include the years intend- 
ed and which are supposed to be, but usually are not, in reality. 
By reference to this Table, it will be seen that the greatest mor- 
tality prevailed among those of one year of age, and under, of 
both sexes, the proportion however of males being somewhat 
greater than that of females ; the former being to the whole num- 
ber of male deaths 1 in 6.063 ; the latter to the total of female 
deaths 1 in 7.676. Nearly one half of the outcasts classed as un- 
known, fortunately terminated their career at this time. 

The next most fatal period was from the age of 20 to 30 years ; 
the number of each sex was nearly equal ; but the proportion of 
female was greater than of male deaths. The third period was 
from 1 to 2 years of age, when the proportion of females also ex- 
ceeded that of males ; the males being 1 in 11.632, the females 1 
in 9.909. The fourth most fatal period was firom 30 to 40 years ; 
here the number of the sexes was nearly alike, but still there was an 
excess in the proportion of females. The fifth period was from 40 
to 50; the proportion of males much in excess of females. The 
sixth period was firom 60 to 70 years ; the males being numerically 
and proportionally in excess ; the males were 1 in 14.250, the fe- 
malesl in 18.166. The seventh period was firom 70 to 80, the males 
still in excess. 
The 8th period was from 50 to 60, the females in excess. 

« 9th. " « « 2 " 3, 

« 10th. ' « « 5 " 10, 

« 11th. *' « « 80 " 90, 

« 12th. < « « 15 " 20, 

" 13th. « '« « 3 « 4, 

" 14th. " unknown age " 

" 15th. ^ « « 4 « 5, 

« 16th. « « « 10 « 15, 

« 17th. " « « 90 « 100, 

«« 18th. « « « over 100, one female. 



(( 


u ii 


i( 


ii 


males « 


i( 


(( 


females " 


i( 


(( 


" largely in excess 


(( 


males in excess. 


ii 


ii u 


u 


ii 


females << 


ii 


u 


u u 


a 


it 


males " 


ii 



1862-63.] 



RELATIVE MORTALITY. 



106 



The result of numerous and extensive observations in Europe 
is, that mortality among males is far greater than among females, 
in early infancy ; and thus, it is by some supposed, the fact is sat^ 
isfactorily accounted for that, although there is an excess of males 
at birth, there is almost always, if not invariably, an excess of fe- 
males in a population. In this State there was an excess of mole 
births, and as above shown an excess of male deaths during the 
first infantile period. Another result is that, from the period just 
named until passed puberty, mortality presses rather more heavily 
on females than on males. This it will be found also holds true 
with us. There are other results which we will refrain remarking 
upon, inasmuch as our returns are too limited to render compari- 
sons at all satisfactory. As respects longevity, Dr. Marc d'Es- 
pine furnishes a table, constructed from 10,203 deaths in the Can- 
ton of Geneva, from which it appears that in 1000 deaths of all 
ages, 238 individuals attained the age of 70 and upwards, 86 
the age of 80 and upwards ; and 8.1 the age of 90 and upwards ; 
according to the English Registration Reports the proportions are 
143, 59, and 8.4 ; and by M. Quetelet's table 170, 58, and 7. In 
our limited Returns the proportions are still less. 

The divisional periods of which we have spoken, arranged and 
tabulated in the order in which mortality was the most prevalent, 
would make the following exhibit in regard to the number, pro- 
portion, and percentage of deaths at each period, to the whole 
number for the Year. 



? 


"" 


o| 


^.S 


i 

S 


» 




o| 


a 

it 


1 


'F 


Age«. 


6 © 


o s 


& 


s 


Ages. 


o » 


& 


A^ 




^Q 


Q 


Pu 


Ph 




IZiQ 


Q 


& 


1 


1 and under. 


170 


6.628 


15.098 


8 


5 to 10 
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20 to 80 


126 


8.936 


11.190 


15 


80 to 90 
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Ito 2 
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15 to 20 
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24.260 
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30 to 40 
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3to 4 


40 


28.150 


3.552 
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40 to 50 
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60 to 70 
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43.307 
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70 to 80 
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10 to 15 
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50 to 60 
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16 90 to 100 
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17 Over 100 
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1,126.000 


0.089 
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75.224' 


1 Totals, 


279 


Deaths. 


24.776 



It would be interesting, and is important, to show the propor- 
tion of deaths to the population at these different periods, but un- 
fortunately we have not at present the means within our reach 
for doing so, all of our efforts to obtain them having proved abor- 
tive. 
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In Table VI we have marked tiie divisional periods rmmerical" 
ly in the order in which they there appear. We shall find how- 
ever that, various transpositions will be requisite, according as the 
total mortality in each period is examined, or the fatality to each 
sex separately ; and that farther changes will be necessary, if, in- 
steilld of viewing the mortality in reference to the State at large, 
we consider it in relation to the several Counties independently. 
The mortality to individuals, irrespective of sex, throughout the 
State, will require the periods rearranged as follows ; viz. 

1, 9, 2, 10, 11, 13, 14, 12, 3, 6, 15, 8, 4, 18, 5, 7, 16, 17, 
The Sexes and Unknown separately viewed relative to the 
mortality, will require the following rearrangements ; viz. 
Males. 1, 9, 10, 2, 11, 13, 14, 12, 3, 6, 4, 15, 18, 8, 5, 7, 16, it 
Females. 1, 9, 2, 10, 11, 3, 12, 14, 13, 15, 8, 6, 4, 5, 18, 7, 16, 17. 
Unknown. 1, 18, 2, 3. 

Upon an examination of the mortality by Counties, still further 
transpositions will become necessary; thus the order will be for 

Bristol Co. 11, 1, 2,12,10,9,14,15, 3, 4, 6, 8, 5,13, 7, 6,17,18 
Kent « 18,14,12,13, 1,9,11, 2, 3, 6, 7,15, 4, 5,10, 8,16,17 
Newport" 15,13,14, 9,12,6, 1,10, 8, 2, 3,11, 7, 5, 4,16,17,18 
Providence 1, 9, 2, 10, 11, 3, 13, 6, 8, 12, 14, 4, 18, 5, 15, 7, 16, 17 
Washington 15, 1,12,13, 3,2, 6, 9,10,11,14,18, 4, 5, 7, 8,16,17 

The age at death varies from one day to one hundred and five 
years. Nearly one-fourth of the whole mortality occurred before 
the individuals had passed the second year of their age; a little 
more than one third, ere the fourth year was passed ; two-fifths 
before the tenth year was exceeded ; much more than one half at 
the early age of thirty ; and two-thirds before the prime of life had 
been attained. 

Truly may we declare, " It is when the opening bud is blighted^ 
or life is cut off in the full bloom of usefulness, — ^in the midst of 
happiness, affection, and esteem, — ^that the great calamities of 
mortality are exhibited. Such are the desolate spots of human ex- 
istence, standing in the centre of its healthy fruition, waste and 
arid, showing happy aims defeated, audits joys engulfed in un- 
fathomable sorrows. The science that promises in some measure 
to mitigate the horrors of this howling wilderness, is surely an ob- 
ject before which sarcasm, and faction, and selfishness may well 
be dumb. *^ 
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The Causes of Death. 

In examining Returns to ascertain the causes of mortality, we 
are reminded that Death not only visits us at all seasons, selects 
nis victims from all ages, but also that he is ho respecter of per- 
sons ; that his icy fingers leave their impress on high and low ; 
rich and poor ; that he claims as his own the delicate and fragile 
plant, which no sooner blossoms, than it is exhaled and goes to 
Heaven, as well as the noble and sturdy oak whose giant linibs 
have withstood the violence of raging storms for more than a cen- 
tury. He gathers in his train all, froiti the span-long child whose 
twilight life was briefer than the fire-fly's glimmer, to the veteran 
who comes to his " grave in a full age, like as a shock of corii 
Cometh in his season. " 

Yet let not the fatalist presume to assert, nor the mere looker- 
on thoughtlessly to declare, such being the case, it is utterly use- 
less to investigate vitdl statistics, or examine mortuary returns.— 
Our reply would be, this is a great mistake. Although death is 
the inevitable lot of all, the time thereof is not unalterably fixed— 
is not, in all cases, definitively settled. A just and overruling 
Providence, in the height of wisdom and with unbounded benefi- 
cence, has so established the laws of our Nature, that we have the 
means, would that we always manifested or exerted the necessa- 
ry will, to ameliorate our condition, to alleviate our sufferings, 
materially to abridge the ravaged of disease, and prolong the lease 
of life ; so that eventually, there is reason to believe, it might bie 
lengthened out for a very large portion of mankind, to the three 
score years and ten. In truth, we have " life and good, and death 
and evil, " placed before us. Which to choose we must ourselves 
decide ; and as may be our decision, so must be the conse- 
quences. To act understandingly, to decide wisely, we must dili- 
gently examine the great subject of vitality, in all its varied forms 
and modifications, and as one important step towards attaining 
the object steadily to be kept in view, it is necessary carefully to 
prepare, and attentively to study the mortuary returns, such as 
are included in Tables like those which we have been, and are 
about, considering. 

So momentous do we deem this subject that we shall offer no 
apology for dwelling on it at some length, and for quoting free- 
ly from those who have written upon it. 

" The experience of all countries preserving such records, " says 
DeBow,* *< shows a marked amelioration of society, diminfution 

* " J. B. B. DeBow, Esq., Saperinlendent of the IT. S. Censiif . " 
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of disease, and extension of the average period of life. The phy* 
sical condition of man has improved in equal pace, with a know- 
ledge of the causes affecting him and their degree of intenseness. '* 

" Individuals and societies, " observes another writer, f " have 
their health very much at their own disposal ; — a careful avoid* 
ance, on the one hand, of what is noxious, and a judicious attention 
to what is beneficial, are what are chiefly necessary for the pres- 
ervation of the human frame in health to old age ; — and prema- 
ture deaths, over and above those which result Jfrom unforseen 
casualties, instead of being, as supposed by the untutored mind, a 
mysterious and irreversible decree of Providence, are simply the 
natural effect of our own violation of laws which Providence has 
appointed for our welfare. There is no fact more clearly ascer- 
tained, than that disease and premature death, are not and never 
have been, fixed at any given amount, but yield constantly to the 
power of any new conditions which man may be able to intro- 
duce. Sickness and mortality vary both in place and time, ac- 
cording to physical and organic conditions. 

Inquiries into these subjects were not made in ancient times ; 
but, during the last two hundred years, such facts have been re- 
corded as enable us to ascertain that, in that space of time, with 
regard to nearly the whole of Europe, there has been a gradual 
improvement in health and life, in proportion to improved condi- 
tions. In Sweden, for instance, between 1756 and 1763, the an- 
nual mortality was, for males, 1 in 33 1-4 ; for females, 1 in 35 
3-4 ; whereas, in the year 1800, it had diminished to 1 in 34 3-4 
for males, and 1 in 37 1-2 for females. From mortuary tables 
preserved with considerable accuracy at Geneva, it appears that, 
at the time of the Reformation, one-half the children born, died 
within the sixth year ; in the seventeenth century, not until the 
twelvth year; in the eighteenth century, not until the twenty- 
seventh year ; consequently, in the space of about three centuries, 
the probability that a child born in Geneva would arrive at ma- 
turity has increased five fold. In London in the year 1606, the 
annual deaths were 1 in 14 1-2, or 7 per cent, of the population ; 
and in plague years during that century, it reached 25 in 100, or 
every fourth man, woman, and child ! In 1838, it was only 1 in 
35 1-2. Knowing that, at the former period, the city was dense 
and ill-cleansed, and that the habits of the people were not then 
what they are now, we cannot doubt that this diminution of mor- 
tality to less than one-half is owing to the improved conditions in 

t ** Chamber's Infonnatioii for tfie People. " 
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which human beings now live in the metropolis. Between the 
years 1730 and 1750, 74 of every 100 children born in London, 
died before they were six years of age ; but in more recent times, 
only 31 and a fraction out of every 100 die under the same age ; 
that is to say, the deaths of children in Londen were then more 
than twice as numerous as they are now. About a century ago, 
the mortality of the children received into the London hospitals 
was of astonishing amount. Though the fact seems scarcely cred- 
ible, we believe there is no good reason to doubt, that of the 2,800 
annually received, 2,690, or twenty-three in every twenty-four^ died 
before they were a year old. It was at length seen that this mor- 
tality was the effect of overcrowding, impure air, and imperfect 
aliment ; and, after an act of parliament had been procured to 
compel the officers to send the infants to nurse in the country, 
only 450 out of 2,800 died in the first year. It has been ascer- 
tained that, during the last century, about a third has been ad- 
ded to the average expectation of life ; that is to say, an individ- 
ual now has as good a chance of living forty years, as he had a 
hundred years ago of living thirty. To what can such a fact be 
owing but to the diminution of the causes of disease in the im- 
proved condition of the people. 

A curious investigation has been made in London, to ascertain 
the effect of density of population upon health. In a large dis- 
trict, where the population is so dense that there is only 35 square 
yards for each person, the annual mortality is 3,428 ; in another 
district of the same population, where each individual has an al- 
lowance of 119 square yards, the mortafity sinks to 2,786 ; in a 
third where there are 180 square yards to each person, the mortal- 
ity is only 2,289, or under two-thirds of what it is in the closest of 
the three districts. It was also found that, in the three districts, 
the mortaUty from typhus fever was, respectively, as we go from 
the roomiest to the closest, 131, 181, and 349. Precisely similar 
results have been discovered in Paris. M. Villerme has there as- 
certained, that the poor in some arrondissements are just double 
what they are in the rich. Taking the whole of the above facts 
into account, we must see that not only do health and longevity 
depend expressly on laws, the operation of which we can under- 
stand, but man has it in his power to modify to a great extent the 
circumstances in which he lives, with a view to the promotion of 
his organic well-being and preservation. It may not immediately 
be in the power of every one to change his circumstances from the 
unhealthy to the healthy ; but it is a great matter to know that 
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the object is within human power ; for then at least an encourage- 
ment is held out to induce each individual to make every possible 
effort, to put himself, and to contribute to putting society, into 
more salubrious conditions." 

" Health, strength, and longevity, " says a distinguished writer 
on Education,* "depend upon immutable laws. There is no 
chance about them. There is no arbitrary interference of higher 
powers, with them. Primarily our parents, and secondarily our- 
selves, are responsible for them. The Providence of God is no 
more responsible, because the virulence of disease rises above the 
power of all therapeutics, or because one quarter part of the hu- 
man race die before completing the age of one year, — die before 
completing one seventieth part of the term of existence allotted to 
them by the Psalmist ; — I say the Providence of God is no more 
responsible for these things, than it is for picking pockets, or steal- 
ing horses. " 

" Verily the man who is physiologically ' wicked' does not live 
out half his days ; nor is this the worst of his punishment, for he 
is more than half dead while he appears to live. 

" Let the young man then, remember, that, for every offence 
which he commits against the laws of health, nature will bring 
him into judgment. However graciously God may deal with the 
heart, all our experience proves that He never pardons stomach, 
muscles, lungs, or brain. These must expiate their offences w»- 
vicariously. Nay, there are numerous and obvious cases of vio- 
lated physical laws, wh^ere Nature, with all her diligence and se- 
verity, seems unable 1;o scourge the offender enough during hi9 
lifetime, and so she goes on plying her scourge upon his children 
and his children's children after him, even to the third and fourth 
generation. The punishment is entailed on posterity ; nor human 
law, nor human device, can break the entailment. And in these 
hereditary inflictions. Nature abhors alike the primogeniture laws 
of England, and the Salic laws of France. All the sons and all the 
daughters are made inheritors, not in aliquot parts ; but, by a kind of 
malignant multiplication in the distemper, each inherits the whole. " 

" Health is earned, — as literally so, as any commodity in the 
maxket. Health can be accumulated, invested, made to yield its 
interest and its compound interest, and thus be doubled and re- 
doubled. The capital of health, indeed, may all be forfeited by 
one physical misdemeanor, as a rich man may sink all his pro* 
perty in one bad speculation ; but it is as capable of being in- 

« Horace Mana in his " Thoughts for a Young SCan, " pages U, 19, and 23. 
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cre^fcsed as any other kind of capital ; and it can be safely insured 
on payment of the reasonable premium of temperance and fore- 
thought. ThiS) too, is a species of wealth, which is not only ca- 
pable of a life-long enjoyment by its possessor, but it may be 
transmitted to children by a will and testament that no human 
judicature can set aside. " 

^^ About two millions of inhabita;Uts are contained in the me- 
tropolis" [London,] says the Journal of Public Health* ^^ or about 
one?eighth of the population of England and Wales, and about 
one-fourteenth of the United Kingdom. Of this number, acccard- 
ing to the Registrar General" more tiian 50,000 '^ die annually, or 
1 in 39. But if the rate of mortality were 1 in 50, in place of 1 
in 39, as it is in several large towns of England, and in the health- 
ier parts of the metropolis itself, ther^ would be an annual saving 
of 10,278 lives. In the metropolis, there are about 266 deaths eve-? 
zy week, nearly 38 deaths a day, or considerably more than one 
every hour, over and above what ought to happen in the common 
course of nature. Now, it has been calculated that, fox every 
death which takes place, there are 38 cases of sickness which do 
not end fatally. We have, therefore, 387,296 cases of sickness oc- 
curring in the metropolis every year, which are unnecesssuy and 
preventible ; 13,832 lives could be saved^-rr-more than a third of a 
QciilUon of cases could be prevented." 

The Registrar Greneral of England, in the Return of the Mar- 
riages, Births, and Deaths for the Quarter ending with June 1850, 
says ^ more than seven millions of peopl^e inhabiting the metrop- 
olis and all the cities and great centres of industry, are still ex-; 
posed to a mortality which is not inherent ip their nature, but is 
due to the artifieial circumstances in which they are placed. The 
waters, the sewers, the soils, the church-yarda, the houses eixut 
poisons. To every ten natural deaths, four violeut deaths,— rdeaths 
from these poisonous exhalations— are superadded." 

According to the Edinburg Review,! " out of every two per- 
sons who die in the east of Iiondon, one perishes from preveftti* 
ble causes. From twenty to thirty thousand of the laboring popii- 
lation of London are killed every year by causes which,^ if we 
chose, we might expel by a current of water. Though we do not 
take these persons out of their houses and murder them, we do 
the same thing in effect, — ^we neglect them in their poisonous 
homes, aad leave them there to a lingering but certain death." 

♦Journal of Public Health, Vol. 2, p. 225. 

t No. CLXXXIII and CLXXXIV January and April 1850. 
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" Whatever difficulties may still haunt the speculations of econ* 
omists on the increase of population, no one now doubts that it 
is for the interest of the public at large, no less than for the happi* 
ness of the few immediately interested in each human being, tbact 
the life once breathed should, if possible, be preserved, until it is 
released by the natural wearing away of its earttdy tabernacle." — 
^^ Seen tlurough the departing shadow of a wide wasting pesti* 
lence, the science which aims at preserving health by precautioir* 
ary arrangements, now presents itself divested of the vulgar and 
unsightly attributes which formerly repelled public attention too 
much from its details ; and stands forth in the true and pure light 
of its beneficent object — ^the saving of human life. 

In England alone, the average annual number of deaihs front 
disease is, in round numbers, 300,000, — while that of deaths from 
the mere decay and exhaustion of the human frame by the pro* 
gress of time, is only 35,000. In the difference between these 
two numbers, we see the vast and vital field in which the sanita- 
ry reformer proposes to work. That disease shall ever be entirely 
exterminated, is of course beyond the belief or hope of the most 
sanguine : But every disease has somewhere its specific and ef« 
ficient cause, — and that these causes can be removed, or much 
weakened in their action, in very many instances, is not only v^th* 
in the bounds of hope, but has been satisfactorily proved. Whea 
sanitary legislation gives us its successful results, they will be rep* 
resented by the reduction of the number of those who die of dis- 
ease, in their early days, or in the prime of life — and in the in- 
cre€Lsed number of those who have completed their allotted course 
in health, and been peacefully gathered to their fathers. 

Accordingly, sanitary improvements have not directly in view 
the extension of the nattiral period of human life, but only the re- 
moval of influences which artificially curtail it. " 

The opinions of many other individuals, who occupy command- 
ing and responsible positions in the ranks of science, might be 
cited, all tending to the same point, and confirming the declara- 
tions above set forth. But what we have quoted will probably be 
sufficient and satisfactory. It may be said, and with truth, that 
some of the causes which produce the appalling results mentioned, 
and occasion such an awful destruction of life abroad, do not ex- 
ist with us. But though not in degree, many of them do in kind ; 
and will, from their very nature, be constantly increasing in viru- 
lence and power, unless a vigilant care is exercised, and energetic 
sanitary measures are used to eradicate them, or keep them in 
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check. They will never of themselves run out ; so long as they 
can victimize, they will not themselves become victims. The 
simple inspection of our Age Table must convince the most cas- 
ual observer that an unnatural state of things exists ; that there are 
enemies secretly lurking in our midst, sowing the seeds of sorrow, 
sickness, and distress, which should be summarily ejected, or 
whose influence should be counteracted; we see that Death 
makes his largest drafts on the young ; that his heaviest tax is 
levied on childhood, youth, and early manhood. What this un- 
natural state is; who these enemies are; why such enormous 
drafts are made, such burdensome taxes assessed, — ^it is our duty 
to ourselves, to the rising generation, to those who are hereafter to 
follow, diligently to inquire and search out. Without proper in- 
vestigation, our sin of omission will inevitably be visited on un- 
born multitudes. We cannot arrive at any satisfactory result by 
intuition; it can only be accomplished by patient research; by 
cautious examination ; by well directed inquiries ; due observa- 
tions ; by an accumulation of facts ; an exercise of sound judg- 
ment and discrimination, unbiassed by theories and preconceived 
notions. He, who called upon Hercules for aid, was required, be- 
fore assistance was granted him, to put his own shoulder to the 
wheel. So must it be with us. Instead of folding our arms and 
resigning ourselves to what we mistakingly term our inevitable 
fate, and railing against Nature, because the laws of the Supreme 
are not put aside for our accommodation, we must arouse from 
our lethargy, and exert ourselves to the best of our abilities to 
learn, why it is that a majority of mankind do not live ovt half their 
days. When proper exertions are used, they will be found to receive 
the blessings of Divine Providence, and it will be made apparent 
that, instead of warring against irreversible decrees, we are act- 
ing in accordance with the dictates of humanity, and consonant 
to the high behest of the All-wise Creator ; therefore the efforts 
must and will ultimately be crowned with success. 

Remarks on Diseases. 

In order that it may be seen what Causes produced the deaths 
which occurred among us during the year. Table VII. was con- 
structed. The arrangement by us followed is one which by no 
means commends itself to us for its definiteness and precision ; 
but has been selected, because it is the one generally adopted ; 
and it is desirable to have as much uniformity as possible, for con- 
venience of comparison, in the chief Tables employed for Regis- 
15 
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trative purposes. It appears to ns that, in the attempts which 
have been made at simplification, the darkness has only become the 
more obscure ; that often, sense has been sacrificed to so caUed sim- 
plicity, and precision to brevity. A plan that will admit of placing 
the same Disease with propriety under various heads or names, so 
that each one is left to choose according to his femcy, or to mark 
down haphazardly, as he may on the spur of the moment be 
prompted, certainly will have a tendency to make confusion worse 
confounded. The extreme vaguenes of some t^rms answers admi- 
rably to shield the ignomnt, and to screen the indolent, but they 
are grievous impediments in the way of a thorough investigation 
i^ntp the causes of mortality, and are seriously detrimental to the 
acquisition of that definite information, on which alone, can sani- 
tary measures be based, with any reasonable prospect of their 
proving beneficial. Some attention, we are aware, has witUn a few 
years been paid to this subject, but there clearly still remains great 
room for improvement. It is a matter that deserves, and should 
command, the special care of gentlemen of the Medical Profession; 
they, and they only, £rom education, experience, and observation, 
are best qualified for revising, and amending the nomenclature, 
so that it shall the more surely be purged of incongruities and su- 
perfluities, and be the better adapted to the purposes for which it was 
devised. This is not a case where it is folly to be wise, and there- 
fore it should not be confided to blissful ignorance. It is use- 
Less for us to attempt to designate the objectionable terms ; their 
uame is legion, and they will present themselves to any one who 
will cast even a glance at the Table. 

It will be observed, by turning to it, that the Diseases, Acci- 
dents, &c. are alphabetically arranged in the centre. To the left 
are columns appropriated to the total number of casesof each Dis- 
ease, the number of the unknown sex, of males, and of females, 
one for cases which occurred in the unknown period, and one for 
those belonging to each month of the Year. To each Diseasey 
when necessary, three lines are appropriated ; which, as designa- 
ted, in the outermost left hand column, are intended, the first for 
males, the second for females, and the third for the unknown sex. 
Turning now to the right of the column of Diseases, we shall find 
a series of parallel columns, one for each quinquennial period of 
life from birth to 20 years, and for each decennial period firom that 
to 80 years, one for all above 80, another for the unknown age, one 
each for the total of males, of females, and of unknown, and one 
for the sum totals. Thus, looking under Diseases at the protean 
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Unknown, and reading towards the left, we find there were 82 
cases, of which 2 were of unknown sex, 37 were females, and 43 
males; of these, 1 male and 2 females died in the unknown 
month ; 4 males and 1 female in December ; 4 males, 2 females, 
and 2 unknown in August ; &c., &c. ; Reading towards the right, 
we learn that 12 males, 9 females, and 1 unknown died during the 
first quinquennial period ; 3 males and 1 female during the sec- 
ond, &c. ; 6 males, 4 females, and 1 unknown died of an unknown 
age ; at the close we find the totals corresponding to those in the 
left division. Subjoind to the whole are the number of Still-Born 
and of Premature Births. 

We would call attention to the fact that, in addition to the 
above axray. of unknowni5,^unknown disease, unknown sex, un- 
known period of death, and age at death, — mapy of the Town Re- 
turns abound in unknown birth-places, unknown parents, un- 
known color, unknown conditions, and unknown places of de- 
cease. 

Upon an examination, by this Table, of the Causes of Death, 
it will be found that the same fell destroyer, which has proved 
such a scourge to our race elsewhere, has been no more lenient in 
this State ; here too, as in other places, it has taken as broad a 
range in respect to months and seasons, and has committed its 
ravages among aU ages, of both sexes ; and the Town Returns 
show that no section of the State has been exempt from its in- 
roads. We of course aUude to Consumption; every month col- 
umn, and every age column, is blackened by its victims, though 
its deadly shafts were aimed most frequently and successfully at 
those in the spring-time and prime of life. The whole number of 
deaths thus occasioned was 234 ; being of deaths from all causes, 
1 in 4.811 or 20.785 per cent., and of deaths from specified causes, 
1 in 4.461 or 22.416 per cent. 

England has been considered, parexceUence, the Country where 
this disease revels in the rankest luxuriance ; and as a Country 
consequently to be shunned by all laboring under, or predisposed 
to it. The former statement seems not borne out by facts ; a crit- 
ical investigation will show, we apprehend, that it is as rife in this 
Country; indeed, we fear it exercises a greater sway with us, 
than in many places, where the reverse has been conjectured to 
hold true. 

During a succession of years, the deaths from this cause, in 
Connecticut and New Jersey, was rather over 20 per cent, of the 
deaths from all causes. In all England, the deaths from this 
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cause were but little more than 13 per cent, during 1847-8 ; and 
in London, during the same period, 11.44 per cent. In Paris, dur- 
ing 1849-50, it was estimated to be equal to about 14 per cent. 
According to these calculations, the per centage of deaths in this 
State has been far greater than in the French, and nearly double 
that of the British metropolis. The percentage in Massachusetts 
has been a little larger, and in Connecticut and New Jersey some- 
what smaller, than here. There was not that disparity between 
the number of male and female victims which has usually been 
noticed elsewhere ; still however, the latter was in excess. 

The number was of males 114, of females 119 ; that is, in the 

proportion of 48.94 to 61.06. 

The proportion in Massachusetts for 4 years was 39.01 " 60.99. 

« « " New York " 2 " " 42.08 " 67.92. 

« « " England « 1 " « 46.13 " 63.87. 

The proportion in New York City for four years, reversing the 
sexes, was nearly, as in this State ; viz : - - 61.41 to 48.59. 
So also the proportion in Phila. for 10 years ; viz : 60.23 " 49.77. 
The proportion of the sexes in the City of Providence varied but 
little from that in the whole State; being - - 48.85 to 51.15. 
The deaths in Providence to the whole number of deaths were 1 
in 4.446 or 22.497. The deaths to the population, taking the 
number of inhabitants as given by the last United States Census, 
which puts it at 41,613, will be found to be 1 in 386.286 or 0.259 
per cent. During the period extending from 1841 to 1852 both in- 
clusive, thetotalof deaths was 10,178 ; the deaths from Consump- 
tion were 1,982, being 1 in 6.136, or 19.474 per cent. 

As regards periods of the year, the greatest mortality in the 
State took place in August ; an equal number of both sexes, and 
one unknown being swept off by it. January comes next in or- 
der ; the deaths being as nearly divided as possible ; then follow 
in succession. May, November, September, October, February, 
March, April, June, December, July. September and October 
furnished an equal number of victims ; so also April and June, — 
May and November. In April, and likewise in August, the num- 
ber of each sex was the same. 

The months arranged, in relation to the sexes, in the order of fa- 
tality, vnll be as follows, viz : 

MALES.-T-May, January, August, February, November, Septem- 
ber, June, October, April, December, March, July. 

Females. — August, January, November, October, March, Sep- 
tember, February, May, December, April, July, June* 
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By this it appears May proved the most, and July the least, 
fatal to males, — August the most, and June the least, fatal to fe- 
males. The sixth month was the same to both sexes, and as 
nearly equally fatal to both as could be. March, which is prover- 
bially reckoned the " most trying " month, stands the eleventh in 
order, to the males, and the fifth, to the females. 

If we examine the Age columns, we shall find the greatest mor- 
tality took place, during the first decennial period ; viz : from 20 
to 30 ; the sexes being equally affected ; jiext, in the second de- 
cennial period, when the division was as equal as possible ; then in 
the third decennial period ; next follows the fourth quinquennial 
period, embracing the years from 15 to 20 ; then the first quin- 
quennial period, from birth to 5 years of age ; afterwards the 
fourth decennial period ; next the sixth ; then, pari passu, follow 
the third quinquennial and the fifth decennial periods ; then the 
unknown, — ^the seventh decennial, and finally the second quin- 
quennial. Numbering the age periods from 1 to 12, the mor- 
tality of the sexes, as to periods, occurred in the following order, 
viz: — 

Males. 5. 6. 7. 1. 4. 8. 10. 12. 3. 9. 2. 11. 

Females.— 5. 6. 4. 7. 1. 8. 3. 9. 10. 11. 12. 2. 

In the month arrangement, September stands 6 in order, to both 
sexes ; in the age arrangement, the eighth period, firom 50 to 60, 
stands 6 to both sexes. The first quinquennial and the first de- 
cennial periods were fatal to both sexes alike. The number of 
female deaths in the third and fourth quinquennial, and the fifth 
and seventh decennial periods, was exactly twice that of the 
males ; there was an excess of 1 female only in the second and 
sixth, and of 1 male in the fourth decennial period. 

The following are the monthly per centages, and the age per 
centages of deaths, for each sex. 
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It was the opinion of Hippocrates, expressed more than four 
hundred years prior to the birth of Christ, that individuals were 
more subject to Consumption from 18 to 35 years of age than at 
any other time of life. Our Returns cast no doubt on the opin- 
ion. Furthermore, if we look at what has been designated as the 
reproductive period, extending from 15 to 60 years of age, we 
shall see that more than half the mortality, with both sexes, occur- 
red during the middle portion, that is from 20 to 50 years. The 
deaths for that period tvere, to the whole number by this disease, 
among males - - - - 1 in 1.722 or 58.652 per cent. ; 
and nearly the same among fem. — 1 " 1.776 " 56.305 " " 

The period at which Consumption proves the most fatal has 
long been an interesting subject of inquiry. Louis, Bayle, and 
others, constructed tables to illustrate this point. The results ar- 
rived at, from the cases by them noted, were that the period most 
fatal was from 20 to 30 years of age ; the next in order was from 
30 to 40 ; then from 40 to 50. They deemed it doubtful which 
next took the precedence, whether the period from 50 to 60, or 
from 15 to 20. By reference to the tabular exposition on the pre- 
ceding page, it will be noticed that the results by us arrived at, 
whilst ignorant of the facts just stated, are, in the main, strikingly 
confirmatory of them. 

A prevalent opinion, which the tables referred to show to be in- 
correct, is equally disproved by ours ; viz : that if one passes the 
middle of life safely, he is in no danger of suffering from Con- 
^ » sumption ; Louis and Bayle both record deaths between the ages 
{^ . ^' • ^ of 60 and 70 ; and our Returns extend them to the next two peri- 
\ •' i i ods beyond ; viz : from 70 to 80, and from 80 to 90. The young- . 
, . , est male victim is entered as of the age of three months and 
"^ fifteen days ; the oldest as of 81 years ; the youngest female ^s of 
;.v the age of one month and six days ; the oldest as of 81 years. 

Very probably some cases placed under this head rightfully be- 
long elsewhere ; but on the other hand several undoubtedly, par* 
^^ ,. ' ticularly under the head of Disease of the Lungs, legitimately be- 

^ /,,{'./. *^ long here; so that, with the appropriate changes, the number 
would, without question, still remain as high as we have it fixed. 
^ ^ ^ * Scarlet Fever.— -This will stand next, in regard to mortality. 

R caused 85 deaths, or 1 in 13.247, being 7.548 per cent of the 
deaths from all causes. The per centage in Massachusetts for 
1851 was 2.12 ; the average for the preceding decennary was 4.37 
per cent. 

Plrobably the rate of mortality here is usually much less than it 
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has been during this year ; although the disease may be looked 
upon as one of the most alarming that visits us. The female 
considerably exceeded the male deaths; the number being of 
males 34, females 50, or 40.48 to 59.52 per cent. 

The greatest mortality occurred in December; the next in 
March ; then February ; then April and May equally ; afterwards 
January, October and November equally, September, June, July, 
and finally August. There was a like number of deaths in Feb- 
ruary, April, and May ; also in October and November. In Janu- 
ary, April, and May the number of male deaths was the same ; 
also in July and September, and in October, November, and Feb- 
ruary ; so also with the females in June, September^ October, and 
November ; the number of male and femalie deaths corresponded 
in October, in November, and in April. There were no male 
deaths in June and August, no females in July. In order of fa- 
tality the following is the arrangement of the months for the 
sexes ; viz : 

Males. — December, January, April, May, March, February, 
October, November, July, September. 

Females. — March, December, February, May, April, January, 
June, September, October, November, August. 

Of nudes 1 in 1.259, or 79.422 pr. ct. died within the 1st. quinqaennial period. 

« 1 « 6.800, « 14.705 « « « « 2nd. " '« 

« 1 « 34.000, « 2.941 « " « « 1st. decennial -< 

« 1« 34.000, « 2.941 « « « "Unknown « 

Of fern. 1 « 1.350, « 74.000 '* « « « Ist quinquennial " 

« 1** 10.00, "20.000 « « « "2nd. « « 

" 1" 50.00, " 2.000 « « " "3d. " " 

" 1 " 50.00, " 2.000 " " " " 4th. " " 

« 1" 60.00, « 2.000 " " " "Unknown « 

Dysentery. — This disease ranks third in mortality ; it usually 
takes precedence of Scarlatina, and perhaps would in the present 
instance, did all the cases which strictly belong to it hold their 
tarue position ; but the great latitude, which various vague terms in 
the alphabetic list allows, gives rise, as already remarked, to much 
uncertainty as to the true number of cases of several diseases.— 
We would observe that we are now considering specified disea* 
ses only ; otherwise that anomaly, the Unknown, which we have 
characterized as the Opprobrium Begistri, would next demand 
<mr notice. 

Dysentery proved fatal in 67 cases; causing 1 in 16.806 or 5.950 
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per cent of all deaths. In Massachusetts, the rate for the year 
1851 was 9.13 per cent. ; the average for the preceding 9 years and 
8 months was 8.02 per cent. The 67 cases were distributed as 
follows ; viz : males 35, females 31, unknown 1 ; being of males 1 in 
1.914 or 52.239 per cent; of females 1 in 2.161 or 46.269 per cent, 
and of unknown 1 in 67.000 or 1.492 per cent The males were 
to the whole number of male deaths, 1 in 16.285 or 6.140 per cent ; 
the females to the total of female deaths, 1 in 17.580 or 5.688 per 
cent ; the unknowns to the whole of unknown deaths, 1 in 11 or 
9.090 per cent 

The greatest mortality was in August, when nearly one-half of 
all the deaths occurred ; next followed September ; then July, Oc- 
tober, November, May, March, and June ; in the last two months 
there was but one death each ; none in December, January, Feb- 
ruary, nor April. 

As regards time of life, 42, or nearly two-thirds of the deaths, 
took place in the jfirst quinquennial period ; the proportion of the 
sexes being males, 1 in 1.680 or 59.524 per cent ; and females, 
1 in 2.470 or 40.486 per cent The number of deaths, between 5 
and 10, and 30 and 40, was the same, and reversing the sexes cor- 
respondingly divided ; between 20 and 30, 1 male and 3 females 
died ; between 40 and 50, 1 male and 2 females ; between 50 and 
60, 1 female ; between 60 and 70, 3 females ; between 70 and 80, 
3 males ; there was no death beyond, excepting 1 in the unknown 
period ; and there was none from 10 to 20 years. 

Old Age. — This of course cannot properly be deemed a disease, 
excepting where, so to speak, prematurely superinduced ; as it 
probably was in a few of the cases entered in the Returns, judg- 
ing from the period at which the demise took place. As the 
cause of death we are happy to say it ranks so high as the fourth 
on our list ; and it is scarcely too much to anticipate that when 
the laws of our constitution are attentively observed and faithful- 
ly obeyed, when a suitable code of sanitary regulations are fully 
established and thoroughly enforced, this will stand pre-eminent 
among causes, as number one^ and the long train of ills, which, it 
has almost passed into a maxim, flesh is necessary heir to, will be 
materially diminished in variety, lessened in complexity, and lim- 
ited in extent 

The deaths from Old Age were 49, or 1 in 22.979, being 4.351 
per cent, of the total number of deaths. Thefemale very consid- 
erably exceeded the male deaths ; they standing in relation to 
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each other as 1.45 to 1. The per centage of males was 40.816, of 
females 59.184. 

The males were, to the whole number of male deaths, 1 in 
28.500 or 3.508 per cent. ; the females to the female deaths, 1 in 
18.793 or 5.321 per cent. 

The percentage in Massachusetts in 1851 was, 4.95 of all deaths, 
and for the preceding nine years and eight months it was 6.48 
per cent. 

The greatest number of deaths occurred in January ; next in 
July ; then in February, March and October, June, April, August, 
November, September, December, and lastly May. The number 
of males was alike in July and January, in September, December, 
and March ; and in June, August, and April ; the number of fe- 
males corresponded in June and October ; in July and Novem- 
ber ; in August, September, December, and May ; and in January, 
February, and April. Two were between 60 and 70 years of age ; 
11 between 70 and 80 ; 29 between 80 and 90 ; 6 between 90 and 
100 ; and one, a female, was 105 years old. 

Of the males, 16. were Rhode-Islanders by birth ; 1 was from Mas- 
sachusetts, 1 from England, 1 from Ireland, and 1 Unknown. Of 
the females, 20 were Rhode-Islanders ; 1 was from Massachusetts, 
1 from England, 1 from Scotland, 1 probably an American, and 5 
Unknown. As regards Condition, 6 males were married, 4 were 
widowers, 4 single, and 6 Unknown ; 2 females were married, 19 
were widows, 4 single, and 4 Unknown. As respects Occupation, 
10 males were Farmers, 1 was a Shoemaker, 1 a Painter, and 1 a 
Carriage-Builder ; 1 female was a Cook ; the employments of the 
others were not stated. All of the males appear to have been 
whites ; 2 of the females were colored, the remainder whites ; 2 
males and 1 female were paupers ; and 1 was an idiot. 

Brain Disease of. — Under this comprehensive term, we find 
40 deaths enumerated ; if all were included, that the vague ex- 
pression would warrant, this would stand next in order to Con- 
sumption ; on the other hand, were a more systematic course of 
arrangement carried out, the number of cases remaining under 
this head would be quite small. It includes Congestion and Com- 
pression of the Brain, injuries from external violence, and proba- 
bly other affections. The deaths were equally divided between the 
sexes. The greatest number, one-fifth of all, occurred in Februa- 
ry ; the next in March ; then in October and April. In June, No- 
vember, January, March, and May, and in August, September, 
and October, each, the same number of males, and in June, July, 
16 
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AngOBtj December, and January, each, the same nmnber of fe- 
males died. In April, and October, the number of each sex was 
interchangeably alike; the male deaths in Febmaiy, and the fe- 
male in March corresponded. No male deaths ocenned in July 
and December ; no female in September and November. As re- 
gards ages, five-eighths of the deaths took place within the first 
quinquennial period. 

The deaths were to the whole number 1 in 28.150 or 3.552 per 
cent 

Hydrocephalus. — By this disease 39 deaths were caused, — ^17 
males and 22 females ; being 1 male in 2.294 of the deaths, or 
43.590 per cent, and 1 female in ].772 or 56.410 per cent. It was 
most fatal in August, September, and December, committing in 
those three months nearly one-half of its ravages; of the deaths, 
31, or more than three-fourths, were within the first quinquennial 
period, and were mostly among infants ; five-eighths of the re- 
mainder were in the period between 6 and 10 years of age. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 28.871 or 3.463 
per cent. ; and to the total from specified causes 1 in 26.769 or 
3.735 per cent. 

Pneumonia. — Here we have recorded 36 deaths ; 20 males and 
16 females ; being of males 1 in 1.800, or 55.555 per cent., of fe- 
males 1 in 2.250 or 44.445 per cent. It is estimated that this dis- 
ease usually destroys one-fourth as many persons as Consumption 
does ; with us, it has proved fatal to less than one-sixth part as 
many. The 'greatest mortality occurred in the months of Febru- 
ary, April, Deciember, and January; 25 per cent, of the deaths 
took place in the first named month. An equal number of males 
and females, making together 22, or 61.312 per cent, died at 5 
years of age or under ; the remaining cases were scattered along 
from 20 to 80 years; the largest portion of them occurring from 
30 to 40 years. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 31.277 or ai97 
per cent. ; and of the total from specified causes 1 in 29.000 or 
3.448 per cent. 

Cholera Infantum. — We find 35 deaths under this head; and 
were the line of demarkation drawn more clearly than it is, and 
as it should be, by many, we doubt not but that this division 
would receive a very large accession firom the one that, in the al- 
phabetical arrangement, immediately succeeds it. Among the in- 
dividuals, there is one of unknown sex ; the remainder are divi- 
ded 21 males, and 13 females ; being of males 1 in 1.666, or 
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60.000 per cent, and of females 1 in 2.692 or 37.143 per cent, of 
the whole number. 

It was most fatal in August; next in July; then in September ; 
there was one death in June, and 2 deaths in October ; in the re- 
maining 7 months there was not a single death. With the ex- 
ception of 1 unknown, and 1 female, of an uncertain age, all of 
the victims, it is scarcely necessary to say, (the name indicating 
the fact,) were embraced within the infantile period ; yet in a re- 
cent Registration Report, we notice one individual, between 20 
and 30 years of age, who is set down as having died of this com- 
plaint ! 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 32.171 or 3.108 
per cent. ; and of the total from specified causes, 1 in 29.628 or 
3.352 per cent. The per centage in Massachusetts for 1851 was 
2.24 ; for the nine years and eight months preceding, it was 2.12 
per cent 

Dropsy.— -We have here another of those convenient terms, that, 
india-rubber like, may be made to expand or contract almost ad lib- 
itum. If every description of dropsical affections were included un- 
der this, we should have a somewhat formidable array of figures. 
It will be seen however that Dropsy of the Brain, of the Chest, 
and of the Abdomen, has, each, a f distinctive place assigned 
it. Why the rest of the family are denied a similar privilege, 
we know not ; neither are we able to say how large a quota each 
of the above named distinguished ones has been required to con- 
tribute towards the 31 found under the general head. This num- 
ber is nearly equally divided between the sexes ; there being 15 
males and 16 females. 

The greatest number of deaths were in March, June, August, 
and December ; in the first three months, half of all the deaths oc- 
curred. In respect to age-period, one-sixth of the deaths took 
place among those who had passed the 80th year of life ; one-half 
among those who had completed the reproductive period ; one-half 
of the remaining cases will be found towards the close of the re- 
productive career ; 4 between 40 and 50 years ; 2 between 20 and 
30 ; 1 between 5 and 10 ; and 1 in the first divisional period. — 
Unquestionably in some of the cases, it was the ^sequence of dis- 
ease,— ^nd not the actual disease,— constituting the immediate 
precursor to the breaking up of tl\e system in advanced life. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 36.322 or 2.753 
per cent ; of the deaths from specified causes 1 in 33.677 or 2.969 
per cent 
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In MaMadmsetts for 1851, the per centage was 2.12; for the 9 
years preceding, 2J38. 

Croup.^ — This disease, the shrill annooncement of whose ap- 
proach grates so harshly upon the hearing of all who have ever 
been doomed to witness its attacks, and observe the desolation it 
has carried into the bosom of many a bereaved fsunily, blighting 
the early bnds of promise, blasting the fond parents' hope, and 
making for a time the household desolate, and the hearth-stone 
cheerless, this disease, which is the more alarming and firightfhl, 
from the suddenness of its onset, and the rapidity of its career, 
has been far more fatal some years, than during this one ; attrib- 
utable partly no doubt, to a characteristic of the class of com- 
plaints to which it belongs, or with which it is associated, and in 
part perhaps to the modified treatment that has, in many in- 
stances, been adopted. 

The number of cases was 30 ; viz, : 13 males, 16 females, and 
1 unknown ; being 1 in 2.307 or 43.333 per cent, of males, 1 in 
1.875 or 53.333 per cent of females, and 1 in 30.000 or 3.333 per 
cent, of unknown. 

The greatest mortality was in October ; next in January and 
March; then in November, February, April, and May, alike; and 
the least in July ; in June, September, and December, there was 
no male, in November, no female death ; in August no death of 
either sex. Two-thirds of the deaths occurred at 5 years of age 
and under ; most of them, indeed, in early infancy ; one-sixth be- 
tween 5 and 10 years of age ; 1 case between 30 and 40 ; and 1 
male, 1 female, and 1 unknown, during the unknown age. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 37.533 or 2.664 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specific causes 1 in 34.800 or 2.873 
per cent. 

The percentage in Massachusetts, for 1851, was 2.24 ; and for 
the preceding 9 years 2.12. 

Typhus Fever. — This disease has not prevailed so extensively, 
nor proved so fatal here, as it has for some years past in our 
neighboring sister State. Whilst in Massachusetts, more partic- 
ularly in the form of Ship Fever, it has committed serious rav- 
ages, and whilst in New York the havoc, occasioned by this form 
of it, has been truly startling, and is clearly attributable to a gross 
disregard of proper sanitary measures, onboard of ships freighted, 
or literally stowed, with swarms of immigrants to this Country, 
(vessels which may be emphatically designated as floating pest- 
houses,) here, we have been almost, if not entirely, free from 
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this variety, and quite lightly visited by the disease in other 
shapes. 

The whole number of cases, reported as Typhus, is but 27 ; 
very unequally divided between the sexes, — the males greatly ex- 
ceeding the females ; the former numbering 17, the latter 10 ; the 
males being 1 in 1.588 or 62.963 per cent. ; the females 1 in 2.700 
or 37.037 per cent. 

The greatest mortality occurred in August ; next in Septem- 
ber ; in July and October the victims were alike in number. An 
equal number of both sexes died in July, and in August ; in Sep- 
tember, the males and females were 3 to 2 ; in October 3 to 1 ; 
in December, 2 to 1. No male nor female deaths occurred in 
June and May ; no male in January, nor female in November, 
February, March, and April. About two-thirds of the deaths took 
place during the first three-fifths of the reproductive period ; ex- 
tending firom the age of 15 to 40. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 41.703 or 2.397 
per cent. ; of deaths firom specified causes, 1 in 38.666 or 2.585 
per cent. Including Bilious Fever, which in Massachusetts is es- 
timated with it, the deaths were to the total, 1 in 38.827 or 2.578 
per cent. ; to those firom specified causes 1 in 36.000 or 2.777 per 
cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the percentage was 4.22 ; and 
for the 9 previous years, 5.65. 

In addition to the preceding, we find recorded 9 cases, under 
the general name of Fever ; 7 of which were males, and 2 fe- 
males. Of these, 1 each occurred in June, October, and May, and 
3 each in August, and January ; 2 cases were under 5, 1 between 
20 and 30, 2 between 40 and 50, 3 between 70 and 80 years ; and 
1 was of an uncertain age. The deaths were to the total of cdl 
deaths, 1 in 125.111 or 0.799 per cent. ; and of deaths fi:om spe- 
cified causes, 1 in 116.000 or 0.862 per cent. The percentage in 
Massachusetts, for 1861, was 0.81, and for the 9 preceding years, 
1.09. 

Heart Diseases stand next in order of mortality. We here 
have another of those comprehensive terms to which we have 
been compelled repeatedly to allude, on account of their very in- 
definite and intangible limits. One serious objection to these 
terms is the uncertainty in regard to the same diseases being em« 
braced under them in the Registration Returns of different States 
for the same period, or of the same State for different periods ; 
thereby rendering impracticable any satisfactory comparison of 
relative mortality. 
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Under this general head various cases have been grouped, for 
which no specific place has been designated ; they are 26 in num* 
ber; 14 males and 12 females; of these, 6 occurred in March; 5 
in May ; 4 in November ; 3 in August ; 2 each in September, 
and December; and 1 each in June, January, February, and 
April ; 6 of these, an equal number of each sex, occurred among 
individuals under 5 years of age ; 10 among those belonging to 
the reproductive period ; and 10 among persons beyond it ; viz. : 
2 between 60 and 70, 7 between 70 and 80, and 1 above 80 years 
of age. 

The deaths, to the whole number of deaths, were 1 in 43.307 or 
2.309 per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 40.153 
or 2.490 per cent. The per centage in Massachusetts, for 1851, 
was 2.43 ; for the 9 preceeding years, 1.89. 

Convulsions. — Here, we have ventured to place 6 cases, (5 f. 
and 1 m.) reported under the quite common, but extremly unpro- 
fessional, and very loose name of Fits ; not knowing what more 
suitable disposition to make of them. Although we deem the 
term Convulsions somewhat objectionable ; several of the cases 
very probably were Epileptic ; but this being entirely conjectural, 
we have not transferred them to that division. Of Convulsions, 
so registered, there were 20 cases, 9 males, and 11 females ; nine- 
teen-twentieths of the deaths occurred within the first quinquen- 
nial period ; the remaining one between the ages of 15 and 20 
years. 

In all, we have 26 cases ; viz. : 9+1=10 males ; and 11+5=16 
females ; being 1 in 2.600 or 38.462 per cent, of niales ; and 1 in 
1.625 or 61.538 per cent of females. In June and September 
each, 5 cases occurred ; 4 in April ; 3 ceach in August and 
May ; 2 each in January and February ; 1 each in July and De- 
cember. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 43.307 or 2.309 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 40.153 or 2.490 
per cent. 

Brain Inflammation of. — In this age of high excitement and 
deep mental anxiety, when everything seems to be conducted, 
and every body to move, on a high-pressure principle, it would be 
reasonable to anticipate a great increase of diseases implicating 
the cerebral organs, and indeed the nervous system generally. — 
Happy however are we to say, that so far as the Returns can be 
relied on, there is little evidence of such an unfortunate tendency 
here. There were but 17 deaths attributed to this cause, and 
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these were nearly divided between the sexes; 9 being males, 
and 8 females. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 66.235 or 1.509 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 61.411 or 
1.628 per cent. This is about the same as in Massachusetts, 
where for 1851, the per centage was 1.89 ; and for the 9 preceding 
years, 1.36. 

It must be remembered however that this is but one of the 
forms in which disease attacks the cerebral organs, and to have 
even an approximate idea of the extent of the ravages and the 
amount of the inroads made thereupon, we must take into the es- 
timate numerous diseases which appear under many distinctive 
names ; e. g. Apoplexy, Epilepsy, Convulsions, Insanity, &c. 

Casualty. — Under this head is placed a number of deaths 
from a variety of accidents, but a few of which are specifically 
designated ; one was occasioned by a Railroad Train ; another 
by the caving of a sand bank ; a third by the upsetting of a wag- 
on ; and a fourth by the discharge of a gun. The whole number 
of deaths reported is 17 ; viz. : 13 males and 4 females ; being 1 
in 1.309 or 76.511 per cent of males, and 1 in 4.250 or 23.529 per 
cent, of females. One-half of the deaths occurred in the prime of 
life ; one-fourth in childhood and early youth ; 1 between 50 and 
60, 1 between 60 and 70, and 1 between 70 and 80 years of age ; 
the largest number, 3, occurred in September — all males ; the 
next, an equal number, 2, in October, December and May, all 
males ; and in February and April, each 1 male, and 1 female ; 
1 male in January, and in June ; 1 female in August, and in No- 
vember. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths, 1 in 66.235 or 1.059 
per cent ; and of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 61.411 or 
1.628 per cent. 

Cholera Morbus. — This name, in many Registration Returns, 
has been put aside for that of Cholera, simply ; but we prefer re- 
taining it, as the well known and long accepted appellation of one 
of our regular diseases ; reserving the other to designate what from 
usage is generally understood by it ; viz. : the Epidemic or, so 
called, Asiatic Cholera. Happily we are not called upon in this 
Report to notice the latter: of the former, or ordinary disease, 
there were 15 fatal cases ; 8 males and 7 females ; two-thirds of 
the cases occurred in July, August, and September ; 2 of them in 
June ; and in March and April each, 1 ; as respects age, 1 took 
place between 40 and 50, 1 between 15 and 20, and the remain- 
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der at 5 years of age and under. Some of these undoubtedly 
should properly be arranged with the cases of Cholera Infantum. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 75,066 or 1.332 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 69.600 or 1.436 
per cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the per centage was but 
0.35 ; for the 9 preceding years 1.54. 

Marasmus. — This is stated as the cause of 14 deaths ; 6 males, 
6 females, and 2 of unknown sex ; 1 occurred between the ages of 10 
• and 15 years, the remainder within the first divisional period, — 
being mostly among infants. This disease is said to be on the 
increase in Massachusetts. Is it owing to the increased propor- 
tion of children of Foreign parentage ? 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 80.428 or 1.234 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 74.571 or 1.341 
per cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the per centage was 1.44 ; 
for the preceding 9 years but 0.58. 

Palsy. — This Disease seems to be attracting an unusual degree 
of attention, and exciting more than ordinary interest in our large 
Cities, upon the somewhat alarming supposition that it is material- 
ly on the increase. Whether or not this be merely conjectural, or 
if actually the case, whether the causes to which it is attributed 
be the true ones, it is as yet premature to attempt to decide. — 
Certain is it from our Returns, that there exists no just reason for 
the like apprehension here. 

The whole number of deaths was 14 ; 6 males and 8 females ; 
more than one half of them occurred beyond the reproductive pe- 
riod of life, and the remainder from the middle to the close of that 
period ; the greatest mortality was in January ; next in August, 
September, October, and December, equally; in August, Sep- 
tember, and April, there was no male, in February and March no 
female death ; in June, July, November, and May, no death of 
either sex. 

The deaths, to the total of all deaths were, 1 in 80.428 or 1.243 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 74.571 or 1.341 
per cent. 

Bowels, Inflammation of. — This comes next in order. What 
exactly is intended to be, or rather is, here included, which could 
not as well, and indeed more appropriately, find admission under 
some of the many diseases specifically named, which affect the 
intestinal canal, it is difficult to say. There are 13 cases here enu- 
merated ; more than two-thirds of which were among females ; 
the sexes standing 4 males, 9 females. As might be anticipatedi 
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a majority of the deaths took place, during the warmest portion 
of the year, ranging from July to October ; the largest number in 
September ; 1 in December, 2 in January, and in February and 
April, 1 each ; three-fourths of the mortality occurred within the 
reproductive period, and the balance previously. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 86.615 or 1.154 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 80.307 or 1.245 
per cent. 

Drowned. — Eleven cases of death from this cause are reported; 
whether they were accidental, suicidal, or in part both, is not stat- 
ed. From the season at which most of the cases occurred, it is 
fair to presume that they were principally accidental. During the 
reproductive period 7 happened ; 3 were children, and one of un- 
known age ; all males. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 102.363 or 0.976 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 94.909 or 1.053 per 
cent 

Cancer. — From this distressing cause 11 died ; and as might 
be presumed, from the far most common seat of attack, females 
were the larger sufferers. According to the English Registration 
Reports the ratio is 5 females to 2 males ; here it was 7 to 4. — 
All but one of the males and but 2 of the females were within the 
reproductive period of life, — ^from the middle to its close ; the 
male exception was between 60 and 70, and the 2 females were 
between 70 and 80 years of age ; 2 males died in April ; 2 females 
in August ; 1 male in each of the months of July, and September ; 
and 1 female in each of the months of July, November, January, 
March, and May. There is but one case in which the seat of dis- 
ease is designated, and in that instance it is located in the stom- 
ach. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 102.363 or 0.976 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 94.909 or 1.053 ; 
which corresponds to the percentage of Massachusetts for 9 years. 

Small Pox. — From this most loathsome disease there were 11 
deaths ; 6 males and 5 females ; all in Providence. Judging from 
the age at which many of these took place, we infer that they are 
attributable, in a great measure, to a culpable neglect of the pro- 
tective influence of vaccination. Such has been the case else- 
where also. Of the sufferers, 3 were under 5, 1 between 6 and 
10, 3 between 20 and 30, 2 between 30 and 40, 1 between 60 and 
70, and 1 between 70 and 80 years of age. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 102.363 or 0.976 
17 
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per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 94.909 or 1.053 per 
cent. These deaths were, of the total mortality of the City of 
Pr6vidence, 1 in 71.455 or 1.399 per cent. These percentages far 
exceed that of Massachusetts, which for 1851 was but 0.64, and 
for the 9 preceeding years, 0.57 ; for the year 1850, however, it 
was as high as 2.08. This unusual per centage was attributed, 
by those who investigated the subject, to the repeal of the laws 
relating to Small Pox ; it presents a striking example of the un- 
necessary prevalence of disease and consequent prodigal waste of 
life ; similar instances of which, from various causes that hereto- 
fore prevailed in different places but have been diminished or en- 
tirely expelled by the enforcement of proper sanitary regulations, 
we may hereafter adduce. 

Bowels, Disease of ; 10 such cases occurred ; four-fifths of 
them among females ; one-half of the deaths occurred during the 
reproductive period ; 2 under 5, 2 over 80 years of age ; and 1 at 
an unknown age ; in August, January, April, and May, each, 1 
death; in July, September, and November, each, 2 deaths took place. 
How great a variety of cases is here clustered, we cannot say ; 
we know, or rather have seen the name, of but one ; of this, we 
are free to confess we have little knowledge ; it is styled Con- 
sumption of the Bowels. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 112.600 or 0.888 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 104.400 or 0.957 
per cent. 

Apoplexy. — This was the cause of 10 deaths ; 6 males and 4 
females. In January 3 deaths occurred ; in March 2 ; in June, 
August, September, April, and May, each, 1 ; 5 of the males be- 
longed to the reproductive period ; and 1 was between 60 and 70 
years of age ; all of the females were beyond the reproductive peri- 
od ; 1 being between 60 and 70, 2 between 70 and 80, and 1 over 
80 years of age. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 112.600, or 0.888 
per cent ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 104,400 or 0.957 
per cent. This nearly corresponds to the per centage in Massa- 
chusetts; which, for 1851, was 0.91; for the 9 preceding years, 
0.88 per cent. 

Lungs, Disease of. — Under this head we find 9 cases ; 6 males 
and 3 females; all but one occurred during the Winter and 
Spring months ; 5 in childhood ; 1 between 20 and 30, 1 between 
30 and 40, and 1 between 70 and 80 years of age. Some of 
these, we doubt not, should properly find place under Pneumonia. 
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The deaths were to the total of all deaths, 1 in 125.111 or 0.799 
per cent ; of deaths from specified causes 1 in 116.000 or 0.862 
per cent. 

DiARRHSBA. — Of this, 4 males and 5 females died ; all save 1 
during the summer months, the exception occurring in November ; 
4 were under 5 years of age ; 2 between 50 and 60, 1 between 60 
and 70, 1 over 80, and 1 of unknown age. 

This presents quite a small mortality ; being, of the total of all 
deaths, 1 in 125.111 or 0.799 per cent. ; of deaths from specified 
causes, 1 in 116.000 or 0.862 per cent. 

Generative Organs. — These were implicated in 8 cases of 
death ; all among females, and all during the reproductive period 
of life ; 1 took place in each of the months of June, October, No- 
vember, December, January, February, April, and May ; from 
v/hich it will be seen that most of them were in the cold season 
of the year. Such a variety of diseases, entirely independent of 
one another, affects these organs, each should be designated with 
great precision ; else confusion will arise whenever it may be 
necessary to investigate any of them. Seldom a year passes with- 
out the attention of the Medical Profession being specially called 
to a disease, obscure in its nature, or of little prevalence previous- 
ly, which for some reason, has at length attracted notice, and re- 
quires a more thorough examination. It is important to provide 
against sueh exigencies, and to make use of every means the due 
employment of which will facilitate and lighten the labors of in- 
vestigators. Among the cases here grouped were 2 of Cancer, 1 
Rupture, and 1 Inflammation, of the Womb, and 1 Ovarian Tu- 
mor. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 140.750 or 0.710 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 130.500 or 
0,767 per cent. 

Child Birth. — This important juncture in the animal econo- 
my proved fatal to 7 mothers ; 1 between 15 and 20, 3 between 20 
and 30, and 3 between 30 and 40 years of age ; 2 deaths occurred 
in April, and 1 in each of the months of September, October, No- 
vember, December, and March. The cases were, to the whole 
number of parturitions, 1 in every 265.571, or 0.376 per cent. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 160.857 or 0.621 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specific causes, 1 in 149.142 or 0.670 
per cent. 

Delirium Tremens. — By this terrible disease, so liable to ter- 
minate the drunkard's miserable career, there appear to have been 
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but 7 deaths occasioned ; among which, we are gratified to say, 
not a female is mentioned ; for it is truly gratifying, if such a dis- 
ease require our comments, to be able to say its ravages were con- 
fined to the sterner sex — ^the coarser portion of firadl humanity. — 
All of the cases occurred during the vigor of manhood, with, per- 
haps, the exception of one of nameless age ; 2 died in February ; and 
1 in each of the months of June, July, December, April, and May. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 160.857 or 0.621 
per cent, ; of deaths firom specified causes, 1 in 149.142 or 0.670 per 
cent. The per centage in Massachusetts for 9 years, was but 0.16* 

Dropsy of the Chest proved fatal in 7 cases ; 4 males and 3 
females ; 2 only, (1 m. and 1 f.) died during the productive peri- 
od ; 1 was under 5 years of age ; 1 between 60 and 70 ; 2 between 
70 and 80 ; and 1 of unknown age. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 160.857 or 0.621 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 149.142, or 0,670 
per cent. In Massachusetts the percentage, for 1851, was 0.19 ; 
for 9 preceding years, 0.26 per cent. 

Infantile Diseases. — Under this indefinite name, we are 
pleased to find but 6 deaths recorded ; and trust that in this par- 
ticular, the next Report will present an entire blank. We cannot 
better illustrate the absurdity of this and many other loose terms, 
than by contrasting (for comparison is set at defiance,) the num- 
ber of deaths here, with those recorded under the same name, in 
the Massachusetts Report for 1851. Here as above stated, only 
6 cases occurred ; in Massachusetts there were 935 ! ! 

The deaths, to the total of all deaths, here were 1 in 187.666 or 
0.532 per cent. ; in Massachusetts, 1 in 20.250 or 4.938 per cent. ; 
of deaths from specified causes, here 1 in 174.000 or 0.574 per 
cent. ; in Massachusetts 1 in 19.612 or 5.098 per cent. 

Of course no one, for a moment, will credit that such an enor- 
mous inequality actually occurred in regard to the mortality from 
the same diseases ; and the disparity can only be accounted for 
on the supposition that numerous complaints, incident to the pe- 
riod of Infancy, were collected together in the one case, and more 
appropriately distributed under various heads in the other. Al- 
though we believe this will explain the discrepancy but in part; 
inasmuch as, by reference to some of the heads alluded to, we 
shall still find a vast difference in the rate of mortality ; for exam- 
ple, we have but 2 deaths, or less than 0.18 per cent, recorded 
from Teething, whilst, in 1851, the number in Massachusetts 
amounted to 271, or 1.48 per cent. 
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^^ Scrofula. — Complaints of this character are supposed to be 

y materially on the increase in our Country, If so, whether it be 

attributable, justly, to the augmented and increasing proportion 
• of the population that is of foreign birth and parentage, or be 

a" chargeable to indigenous causes that have not hitherto attracted 

the attention which they merit, will become subjects of interest- 
„ ing and important inquiry. We find in the Returns, but 6 cases 

Ija mentioned — 4 males and 2 females ; the former in Janudry, March, 

^ and April ; the latter in June and May ; 2 males and 1 female 

,[ were under 5 years of age ; and the same number respectively, 

between 5 and 10 years ; 2 of the individuals were colored. 

The deaths were, to the whole number of all deaths, 1 in 
^ 187.666 or 0.532 per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 

^ 174.000 or 0.574 per cent. 

As common as this disease is in Great Britain, in Switzerland, 
and in various other sections of Europe, certain is it that, hereto- 
fone, it has not been of much frequency in the United States ; un- 
less it be said to develope itself here as Consumption. The 
world-renowned Sir Astley Cooper was wont to say, in his Lec- 
tures, whilst treating of strumous affections, that " in young chil- 
dren the glands of the mesentery (caul,) and of the neck are the 
most jBrequent seats of Scrofula ; that from the age of 7 to 14, the 
joints, in the form of White Swelling ; and from 15 to 25, the 
lungs, in the form of Tubercular Consumption. " 

Puerperal Fever.— Of Child-Bed Fever 5 females died ; 1 in 
each of the months of June, July, August, September, and March ; 
the period at which it proved fatal, extended from 20 to 50 years. 
The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 225.200, or 0.444 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 208.800 or 0.478 
per cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the per centage was 0.30 ; 
and for the 9 preceding years but 0.07. 

HiSMORRHAGE.— Under this head are 5 cases, 3 males and 2 fe- 
males ; 1 is mentioned merely as a case of Haemorrhage ; a 2nd. 
as a HaBmorrhage from the bowels ; a 3d. as an internal Haemor- 
rhage ; a 4th. as Heematuria, or bloody urine ; and the 5th. as a 
case of bleeding to death. 

Pleurisy. — From this there were but 4 deaths, 2 males and 2 
females ; 1 of each sex died in December, 1 male in February, 
and 1 female in May ; 1 male was between 5 and 10, and 1 be- 
tween 15 and 20 years of age ; 1 female between 30 and 40, and 
1 between 60 and 70 years. 

The deattis were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 281.500, or 0.355 
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per cent ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 261.000, or 0.383 
per cent. The percentage in Massachusetts, for 1851, was rather 
less, being 0,33 ; for the 9 years, it was 0,38. 

Colic. — This proved fatal in 4 cases ; 3 males and 1 female ; 2 
of the males died in August, the other in October ; the female in 
December ; 1 male and the female were under 5, and 2 males be- 
tween 60 and 70 years of age. The percentage of this disease 
was also greater here than in Massachusetts ; with us it constitute* 
ed 0.383, in Massachusetts only 0.18 p^r cent. 

Epilepsy, or Falling Sickness, as it has been, not inappro- 
priately, termed, caused the death of but 3 individuals, all 
males ; although it is a disease which, according to the observa- 
tions and experience of the German and many other Continental 
physicians, is more liable to attack females. In one year, whilst 
there were 162 males in the Bicetre, there were 289 females in the 
Salpetriere Hospital. 

There was 1 death in each of the months of September, Janu- 
ary, and February ; the persons were all between 40 and 50 years 
of age. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 375.333, or 0.266 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 348.000, or 0.287 
per cent. ; this is much less than in Massadiusetts, where, for 
1851, it was 0.70 per cent. ; and for the 9 preceding years, 0.64 
per cent. 

Liver, Disease of. — There are but 3 deaths charged to this 
cause ; all males ; 1 occurred in August, and 2 in October ; 1 be- 
tween 40 and 50, 1 between 50 and 60, and 1 between 70 and 80 
years of age. It would not require particular notice, excepting 
for the fact that, a few years since, unless there was a frequent 
and great error in diagnosis, it constituted one of the most preva- 
lent diseases among us. Be this as it may, the percentage now 
is very small, and indeed, much less than in Massachusetts ; be- 
ing here but 0.28, whilst there it is 0.60. 

Kidneys, Disease of. — Under this designation there are 3 cases ; 
2 males and 1 female ; in June and December, each, 1 male died ; 
and in July the female ; the last was between 20 and 30 years of 
age ; both males were between 60 and 70. 

It would scarcely be necessary to remark on these, considering 
their small number, were it not that one of them is a disease that 
deserves, and of late is attracting, much attention. We mean» 
what has generally been known as Bright's Disease, from the Phy- 
sician who first made a special study and furnished a particular 
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description of it ; and which is now designated, by many Patholo- 
gists, as Granular Disease of the Kidneys. It was at one time 
considered a rare form of disease ; but if so, seems materially on 
the increase of late years. Important, therefore, is it, that it should 
not be united or confounded with other complaints ; so as to re- 
tard a satisfactory arrival at its statistics, and perhaps a more per- 
fect elucidation of its character, and more effectual preventive or 
curative treatment. 

Peritonitis, or Inflammation of the Lining Membrane of the 
Abdomen. — In June and July, each, 1 male, and in February, 1 
female died from this cause ; a male and a female between 10 and 
15, a male between 50 and 60 years of age. One of the cases is 
mentioned as tubercular, and one as occasioned by a perforation 
of the Intestines. 

Erysipelas, Hoopino Cough, and Measles, which last, partic- 
ularly, sometimes prevails extensively and with sadly fatal results, 
did not assume a virulent character during the year ; but 3 deaths 
occurring from each of the former two diseases, and but 1 from 
the last named. 

Bronchitis, Inflammation op the Stomach, and Inflamma- 
tion OF THE Larynx, each, caused 3 deaths. 

Abscess. — Under this are placed 2 cases ; 1 termed Malignant, 
and 1 Internal ; neither of which conveys any very satisfactory 
information. 

Aneurism. — From this cause 2 deaths are reported; but beyond 
the fact that 1 was stated to be a tumor, we know nothing. Yet 
this is by no means a matter of small moment ; not only because 
there are different varieties, and that the principal arteries and 
veins are liable to it, but inasmuch as besides being occasioned 
by violent bodily and mental injuries, it at times occurs without 
any evident cause, and is supposed to result from some peculiar 
predisposition. 

Dropsy of the Abdomen. — But 2 deaths occurred from this ; 
1 male and 1 female ; both between 40 and 50 years of age. 

As this is the last time we shall refer to dropsical affections, and 
a number of varieties have been noticed, we here present thp whole 
in a Tabulated form, exhibiting each variety, the number of each 
sex who fell victims, the month, and the period of life within which 
death occurred, the per centage that each variety bears to the 
whole, and also the per centage which each bears to the total of 
deaths from all causes, and to the number of deaths from specified 
causes ; the sexes being distinguished in each per centage column. 
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Inflammation. — Under this general term are 2 deaths ; respect- 
ing one of which, we have the very satisfactory information, that 
it was chronic inflammation, in a female 1 month and 12 days old. 
Various kinds of precocity are from time to time announced to 
excite the mgirvellousness of prodigy seekers ; and we think here is 
one of unusual interest, standing, as it unquestionably does, with- 
out a parallel. 

Murder, Suffocation, and Suicide, each numbers 2 victims ; 
the nature of these cases, is not, though it should have been, spe- 
cified. Whether the second cause was the result of accident or 
design, if the latter, whether it was a homicidal or suicidal act, 
does not appear. 

One of the suicides was committed in July, the other in Au- 
gust ; both unfortunates were males ; one betwen 50 and 60, and 
one between 70 and 80 years of age. The suicidal tendency con- 
stitutes an interesting and important subject of inquiry ; and some 
instructive results have been arrived at, by attention to it. That 
it is usually, if not always, the consequence of a morbid state of 
the mind, perhaps a temporary insanity, we do not think any one, 
who carefiilly investigates the matter, will be disposed to deny ; 
although our good pilgrim fathers, who seem always to have been 
upon the look out for the machinations of " the foul fiend," legis- 
latively pronounced it " a damnable practice," to the committal of 
which, " Satan doth prevail" on some persons. An idea, which, 
somewhat wire-drawn, has been put forth in later times ; for one 
writer appeared so fully possessed with this notion, that in the 
height of his poetical fervor or furor, describing a type of this class, 
he declares that he 

" Sooner than the Devil wished, arrived in Hell." 

What the secret springs of action may often be, passes our com- 
prehension ; and certainly, there is often so much " method in the 
madness," it is not strange, that, in the early, matter-of-fact times 
alluded to, it should have been summcuily conjectured and decid- 
ed, there existed only a moral obliquity ; though in this enlighten- 
ed day, we should hope for the prevalence of more rational, chari- 
table, and humane views. 

This and kindred maladies, we rejoice to know, attract the spe- 
cial attention of one so admirably fitted, in every respect, for the 
purpose of investigating them, as is the distinguished and eminent 
Superintendent of the Butler Hospital for the Insane. 

Canker, Influenza, Insanity, Jaundice, Malformation, (one 
18 
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child 6 months and 12 days old,) Spina Bifida, Tumor, (located 
nowhere,) and Ulcerated Throat, each, proved fatal in two cases. 

Urinary Organs. — Under this head are two cases ; both males ; 
1 between 30 and 40, and 1 between 60 and 70 years of age. In 
the first case, death is stated to have resulted firom inflammation 
of the Urethra ; in the second, from a stoppage of water. 

An-emia, Disease of Bone, (caries of the Hip joint,) Fracture 
OF THE Spine, Gravel, Heat, Intemperance, Mortification, 
Neglect, (of an infant six months old,) Inflammation of Veins, 
Phlegmasia Dolens, (Swelled Leg,) Rheumatism, Disease of 
Spine, Ulceration of Stomach, and Syphilis, each claimed a 
victim. 

One death is marked as Sudden, and one is stated to have tak- 
en place from that exceedingly rare and terrible disease. Hydropho- 
bia ; the sufferer was a male, between 30 and 40 years of age, 
and died in March. 

Unknown. — More properly, perhaps, this should have been des- 
ignated as Not-Stated, or have been thus subdivided ; inasmuch 
as very few of the cases were probably anomalous, or what would 
professionally be termed not known. They were rather, for the 
most part, cases in regard to which there was, through- careless- 
ness, thoughtlessness, or mayhap a want of opportunity to inquire, 
an omission in reporting the causes. Under this caption there 
are 82 cases ; 43 males, 37 females, and 2 unknowns ; about one- 
half of the males, and nearly one-half of the females were in Prov- 
idence. 

The deaths were to the whole number of deaths from all causes, 
1 in 13.731, or 7.282 per cent. 

In addition to those left blank, and mentioned as unknown, we 
have been obliged to place here several cases whose proper loca- 
tion we could not determine ; as for instance, one denominated 
chronic mucosis ; 1 whose birth is given as a cause of its death ; 
and 1 whose brain is said to have been its death. Shakespeare 
advises us, time was that when the brain was out, the man was 
dead ; but it never entered into his gifted imagination, that when 
the brains were in, the man was dead. That one should die for 
want of brains, seems very rational ; but that one should cease to 
live on account of having them is rare indeed. In the bard's own 
language, we may say, " There are more things in Heaven and 
earth, than are dreamt of in your philosophy. " 

We have thus passed in review the entire list of the Causes of 
Deaths ; and have not hesitated to speak freely of the loose man- 
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ner in which some of the cases were recorded ; this we have done, 
not from the influence of a spirit of hypercriticism, or we should 
have entered more into details, the materials being abundant for 
the purpose ; but we have been prompted by a deep consciousness 
of the importance of the matter, by a full knowledge of the neces- 
sity for great care in specifying, by appropriate names, the numer- 
ous diseases that occur, and from a deliberate conviction that 
inattention to this particular will prove the death blow to many 
sanitary measures. 

Being influenced by correct motives, we doubt not that our 
intentions will be duly appreciated, and that suitable efforts will 
be made to lessen the evils referred to. 

Classification of Diseases. 

In addition to an Alphabetic List or Table of Diseases, which 
for ordinary purposes of reference may be quite convenient, it is 
customary to arrange them in a more scientific manner, in order 
that Diseases possessing similar characteristics, or affiecting cer- 
tain systems, may be suitably grouped, thereby facilitating inves- 
tigations, and rendering comparisons more easy and satisfactory. 

By this means too, some of the indefiniteness, from the use of 
inappropriate and vague terms, which proves so troublesome in 
attempting to analyze the Alphabetic List, no longer interferes 
with us, as we view and compare assemblages of diseases. 

The form which has met with general approbation, (first in Eu- 
rope, and then with some modifications in this Country,) is tha 
we have adopted in Table VIII, so far as regards the arrange- 
ment of Diseases. By reference to this it will be seen that all 
Specified Causes are first divided into two great Classes ; viz. : \ 
Zymotics and Sporadics. 

The former term is borrowed from the Greek Zviimtxog, and 
signifies causing to fermeiit ; it is applied to those diseases that 
are known as epidemic, endemic, and contagious ; and is an ad- 
mirable substitute for the three, enabling us often to avoid much 
circumlocution. It was selected and appropriated upon the sup- 
position that this Class of Diseases acts upon the body, as fer- 
ment or leaven does upon the mass with which it is mixed. Irre 
spective of the theory, the term is a convenient one, and has been 
considered worthy of acceptation. 

The second divisional term, Sporadics, is also derived from the 
Greek -Srro^adweo^, and signifies 5ca^«red; it has long been in use 
and is employed here to embrace all diseases which are neithe 
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epidemic, endemic, nor contagious ; that is which appear in sin- 
gle or scattered cases. This second division is so subdivided as 
to embrace under distinct heads the Diseases which affect differ- 
ent Systems ; so that^ for example, all those implicating the Or- 
gans of Respiration, or the Respirative System, shall be arranged 
together ; all those invading the Nervous System, be placed by 
themselves ; &c. Those Diseases having an unknown location, 
or uncertain seat, are separated from others ; so also are deaths 
from Old Age, and from Violence, or External Causes. 

We have also so arranged this Table as to indicate the total 
of deaths in the State and the number in the respective Counties, 
from each Class of Diseases and each separate disease, distin- 
guishing from one another the male, female, and unknown. 

Subjoined to the whole will be found the number in each Coun- 
ty that contributed to make up the Class of Unknown or Not 
Stated, and also the number that constitute the Still Born, and 
Premature Births. 

In reference to the various Classes and the specific Diseases 
which H;hey include, it is unnecessary for us to do more than to 
direct attention for particulars to the Table itself, having com- 
mented sufficiently on the Diseases, whilst the preceding Table 
was under examination. 

Per Cent, of Deaths from Various Causes. 

In Table IX we have again arranged the Causes of Death as in 
the preceding Table, but for another purpose ; viz. : that of show- 
ing the per centage of deaths occasioned by the different Diseases. 
In the central column are placed the classified Diseases. In the 
first left hand column is exhibited, opposite to the respective 
Classes, and each distinct Disease, the whole number of deaths in 
the State from each, and in parallel columns, further to the left, 
the number in the several Counties. In like manner is shown, 
opposite to each on the right, in the first column, the State per 
centage, and in the succeeding parallel columns the per centage 
of the several Counties. 

This is an important Table, and cost us considerable labor ; but 
we shall do nothing more than to refer our readers to it, for such 
information as they may desire. 

Influence of Occupation on Longevity. 
Among various subjects of interest in connection with Vital 
Statistics, are the two following ; viz. ; the influence of Occupa- 
tion on the Health and consequent Longevity of individuals ; and 
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the character of the Diseases to which those engaged in different 
avocations and pursuits are most liable. In order to arrive at 
any satisfactory conclusions relative to these points, a long series 
of carefully conducted observations are requisite, and various 
modifying influences must be duly weighed and allowed for ; such 
as peculiarity of location, temperature, individual habits, heredita- 
ry predisposition, &c., &cc. 

in respect to Occupation, our Returns are very imperfect ; of 
309 male adults, the Occupations of 115, or rather more than one- 
third, are omitted ; we however have thought it advisable to tab- 
ulate what materials we possess, and they may be found in Ta- 
ble X. 

By reference to this, it will be seen that we have arranged the 
Occupations under several different heads. 1st. Agricultu- 
rists ; under which we include Farmers, Horticulturists, and all 
engaged in congenial pursuits. 2nd. Laborers ; here we place 
that class generally understood by the term day-laborer ; those 
who have no fixed pursuit, but do, from day to day, whatsoever 
their hands find to do. 3d. Manufacturers. This term we 
use in its acceptation, as signifying those engaged in or connect- 
ed with " Factories, " as Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing 
Establishments; Print Works; &c. 4th. Mechanics and Ar- 
tisans. Had we a suitable word to signify one who follows 
a Trade, as we have to designate one engaged in a Mercantile 
pursuit, we should have selected it for this division, as more ap- 
propriate, and enabling us here to congregate a number of avoca- 
tions which seem rather to belong to this division than any other, 
and yet which cannot with strict propriety be placed under the 
caption Mechanics ; thus requiring us to transfer to the Miscella- 
neous head several employments that by some have been placed 
under this. In drawing comparisons therefore between our Ta- 
bles and those issued elsewhere, this variation must be borne in 
mind, or erroneous conclusions will be arrived at. Indeed the 
only correct course will be to compare individual items with cor- 
responding items ; instead of whole divisions with those having 
similar headings. 5th. Merchants, Traders, &c. Under this, 
we place wholesale and retail dealers, " shop-keepers, " their ac- 
countants, &c. 6th. Professional Men. Some subdivisions 
which come under this should embrace details ; e. g. Musicicm is 
too comprehensive, considering the great variety of instruments 
played upon, and the different portions and organs of the body 
thereby called into action, and thus rendered more, or less liable 
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than others to disease. For this reason, instead of employing the 
general name, we would, in such cases, as in the only instance 
before us, specify the kind of Musician. 7th. Sea-Faring Men. 
We here place all who follow the seas, whatever their station ; 
whether that of officer or sailor. 8th. Miscellaneous, This is 
intended to take in all who follow callings which have not been 
included in either of the preceding Classes ; it corresponds to 
what, in some Registration Reports, is styled Public Men, which 
phrase, by common and long usage, has been devoted to another 
purpose, conveying quite a different idea from that contemplated 
in this and the like Reports. 

• It is customary, though we think with questionable propriety, 
to insert in such Tables, Paupers as a division. This Class cer- 
tainly can hardly be denominated an Occupation with us. — 
Generally, in this Country at least, it does not consist of vagrants ; 
of the indolent, who resort to Public Charities, as the most con- 
venient and easy mode of obtaining a livelihood without individ* 
ual effort, and free from expense ; it is composed, we trust and 
believe, in a great measure (at aU events it includes many,) of the 
honest poor ; of those who once were industrious — ^who followed 
some regular business or calling, and supported themselves whilst 
in the enjoyment of health, but who, when stricken down by the 
dispensations of Providence, or overwhelmed by some of the 
thousand mishaps with which we are environed, have found them- 
selves stripped of all resources, and consequently have been com- 
pelled to apply for succor to those admirable Asylums which 
wisdom and humanity have for such cases made and provided. — 
These individuals, therefore, will in very many cases find a prop- 
er position in one of the preceding Classes. We consequently 
have ejected Paupers from the body of the Table ; but that they 
may not be entirely lost sight of in reference to the question of 
Longevity, we have subjoined the few found occupationless, dis- 
tinguishing the males from the females. Next to the Miscella- 
eous, and forming our last regular division, is that of Females ; 
under which are alphabetically arranged their vocations. 

As regards the ages of individuals, we have arranged them, for 
convenience of consultation, in decennial periods extending from 
20 to 100 years ; the number of individuals of each calling is an- 
nexed, followed by the actual aggregate of their ages, and the 
average age of each person. 

We have restricted ourselves to those above 20 years of age, 
because this is the lowest limit allowed in similar Tables, and 
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unless here adopted, some confusion would arise in instituting 
comparisons. The Act of this State however very properly re- 
quires the Occupation of those as young as 15 years to be reported ; 
we therefore subjoin a supplementary Table, (Table XI,) which 
includes the few from 15 to 20 years of age, whose pursuits are 
designated. It is also important that we should be informed in- 
regard to the employment of children, when they had any ; and 
we hope that this will be attended to in future Returns. 

Subjoined to the Table is a Recapitulation, presenting the Oc- 
cupational Classes, and opposite to each the number of individu- 
als within each decennial age-period, the number of individuals 
belonging to each Class, with the aggregate age of each Class, 
and the average age of each individual. It will be found that the 
average age of Agriculturists ranks the highest ; viz : 68.08 years ; 
next that of Merchants, 53.23 ; 3d. of Mechanics, 49.58 ; 4th Mis- 
cellaneous, 48.61 ; 5th, Manufacturers, 45.12 ; 6th. Sea-Faring Men, 
43.50; 7th. Laborers, 42.00; and lastly Professional Men, 40.33. 

By the Massachusetts Returns for 7 years and 8 months, the 
Occupations in regard to Longevity rank 1st Agriculturists ; 2nd. 
Public Men; (corresponding to our Miscellaneous head;) 3d. Pro- 
fessional Men ; 4th. Merchants ; 5th. Mechanics ; (which includes 
our division of Manufacturers ; that is unites our 3d. and 6th. ;) 
6th. Laborers; 7th. Sea- Faring Men. 

We subjoin, for facility of comparison, the number of each 
Class, with the aggregate, and average age of each in this State 
for 1 Year, and the aggregate and average age of each in Massa- 
chusetts for 8 years and 8 months, calculated from the Report for 
1851. 

Table op Comparative Longevity in Rhode-Island and 
Massachusetts, of various Occupational Classes. 









RHODE ISLAND. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 




Whole 

No. of 

each 

class. 


FOR ONE YEAR. 


Whole 

No. of 

each 

Class. 


FOR 8 Y. & 8 MO'S. 


Occupation. 


Aggre- 
gate 
Age. 


Average 
Age. 


Aggregate 


Average 
Age. 


Agriculturists, . . 
Laborers, .... 
Manufacturers, . 
Mecbanics, . . . 
Merchants, . . . 
Professional Men, 
Sea-Faring Men, 
Miscellaneous, . 






50 
43 

8 
46 
13 

6 

10 
18 


3,404 
1,806 
361 
2,281 
692 
242 
435 
875 


68.08 

42.00 

45.12 1 

49.58; 

53.23 

40.33 

43.50 

48.61 


6,747 
3,739 

6,534 

1,226 
739 

1,593 
712 


431,321 
168,207 

299,962 

56,685 
35,938 
68,348 
85,958 


63.93 
44.99 

45.91 

46.24 
48.63 
42.91 
50.50 


Totals, . . 


194 


10096 


52.04 


21,290 


1,096,419 


51.50 
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By the preceding, it will be observed that the lesnlts for the 
short period here, correspond very nearly, for the most part, with 
those for the longer period in onr neighboring sister State. 

As regards Panpers, we have, in the general Table, distinguish* 
ed the Sexes ; this was not done in Massachnsetts. The average 
there was 66.78 years ; here, that of the males was 70.00 ; of fe- 
males 52.00. The Class of Female Occupationists here, averaged 
45.16 years ; there, 46.78 years. 

In 1834 there was published a Table by Casper, of Berlin, 
giving the results of his observations relative to the salutary ten- 
dency of certain Occupations. Although some of his divisions 
do not embrace any Classes to be found here, and it is not clear 
who are included in one or two of them, we subjoin the list, as it 
may be convenient to have it within reach for reference at some 
future time. According to him, 

** Of 100 Theologians, there have attained the age of 70 and upwards, 42. 

" •< Agriculturists and Foresters, " « " 40. 

" « Superintendents, u u u 35^ 

" " Commercial and Industrious Men, " " " 35. 

« « Military Men, « « « 32. 

« « Subalterns, " « « 32. 

" ^ Advocates, « « " 29. 

« " Artiste, « « « 28. 

« " Teachers, Professors, « « « 27. 

^ « Physicians, « « « 24. 

" That Physicians, " it is observed, " should stand lowest in this 
scale of vitality, is not, considering their exposure, to be wondered 
at ; and the high grade of Theologians is equally intelligible, from 
their certain, though moderate income, and the equanimity favored 
by their pursuits. It is, however, startling at first view to find 
the average duration of life among commercial men so little ele- 
vated above that of military men, in a Country where war had 
raged at no remote period. The last fact seems to establish that 
the agitation of mind produced by mercantile uncertainties and 
difficulties is scarcely a less destructive agent than the sword. " 

Occupation and Disease. 

In Table XII, we have again arranged the Occupations under 
the Classes already referred to, and opposite each vocation, in 
parallel columns, have designated of what diseases the individu- 
als died, and how many of each. 

Of course, from this single Table no practical results can be 
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drawn ; indeed the number of cases which it presents may seem 
scarcely sufficient to repay for the time and trouble required to 
construct it ; but viewing the matter prospectively, we deemed it 
important to make a beginning now, notwithstanding the scanti- 
ness of our materials. 

Referring for details to the Table itself, we dismiss it with the 
single remark that the Disease-scourge of our race. Consump- 
tion, swept off 29.385 per cent, of the whole number of individuals ; 
that it was the predominating cause of Death in every Occupa- 
rion excepting that of Agriculturists ; of whom 46.641 per cent, 
died of Old Age. Of the Female Class, two-fifths died from 
Consumption ; and of the Minors, one-third of the males and all 
of the females. 

Other Topics Meriting Consideration. 

There are several other Tables which we were desirous of pre- 
senting; among them one exhibiting the conditions and ages of 
parties at the time of marriage ; and one in elucidation of the 
question of the comparative longevity of individuals in different 
social conditions. 

It would also have been gratifying to us and probably not al- 
together unprofitable to some, had not other demands on our time 
prevented, to have discussed various sanitary subjects and enlarged 
upon some of the most important measures and inquiries now in 
the course of agitation ; such as the general condition of the resi- 
dences of the Laboring Classes ; public arrangements by which the 
sanitary condition of those Classes are or may be affected ; e. g. 
drainage, street cleansing, supplies of water, &c. ; circumstances 
bearing on the internal economy and ventilation of work-shops 
and manufactories, of the dwellings of operatives, school houses, 
boarding schools, and other seminaries, and also of private dwel- 
lings in general ; the pecuniary burdens created by the neglect of 
sanitary measures ; the predisposing causes of disease by domes- 
tic mismanagement ; the employers' influence on the health of 
work-people, in the way of promoting personal cleanliness, regard 
to dress, habits of temperance, &c., &c. ; on the proper character 
and duties of Boards of Health, or other Officers having in charge 
the prevention or amelioration of the ravages of pestilence and 
disease ; the influence of public walks and gardens, of well regu- 
lated places of exercise and amusement, on the health and morals 
of a community^ the effects of preventive measures in elevating 
the vital standard, and increasing the chances of life ; the impor- 
19 
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tance of a well kept series of meteorological observations as val- 
uable aids often, in shedding light upon controverted subjects of 
great moment in a sanitary way ; the very important bearing our 
subject has on Life Insurance, Annuities, &c., &c. But for rea- 
sons already stated we cannot enter upon this vast, and vitally 
interesting field. We will not however deny ourselves the pleas- 
ure of quoting the following general remarks of one who has 
written much and well on Registration. 

Value of Registration Records. 

" Trusty records of our vital statistics, " says Dr. Tuthill, " are 
as much superior to the simple census of the fighting men, of 
the women and children, as a chart of every acre of the State, 
with its boundaries noted, and its description complete, and the 
whole so disposed as to facilitate reference, would be superior to 
a naked statement of the number of acres in each State. It is by 
studying bills of mortality, and birth and marriage records, in their 
connections, that we may learn what trades and professions, a 
people jealous of human life, health and happiness, should foster, 
and what avoid, as sapping the strength of the Nation, and w^ast- 
ing its energies, — solve the problems so puzzling to modern 
reforming philosophers whether heaven-ordained marriage or Gal- 
lic communism is better adapted to people the world and main- 
tain its condition, — settle the question over which the Malthusians 
and their opponents so studiously brood, — ^best dispose of the 
crowds of immigrants that like the waters of a rising tide, roll 
into every harbor, up every creek, submerge the shoals, fill the 
channels, cover the flats, and threaten the stout headlands, a liv- 
ing tide, eager to work in its place, but ignorant where that place 
may be, — prevent the sudden access of wide-spread commercial 
distress, — ^break the neck of starvation, and cripple famine, before 
he sets his heavy heel upon our shore,— devise ways and means 
for our most profitable present employment, to meet and relieve 
the growing wants of our great land, and to take up the sure 
word of prophesy for our future. " *♦♦♦♦♦♦*** 

" They are invaluable for statesmen, who would not erect in the 
public works, monuments to their own ignorance. For lack of 
them, impregnable forts have been located in districts where mi- 
asmata have soon left no lives to guard them; batteries con- 
structed where poisoned air was a sufficient defence ; dock-yards 
chosen and furnished with all their costly appointments, only to 
be removed again, when dear experience has taught the lesson 
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that a cheap record of a few years' duration, would have shown 
at the first glance, public works abandoned when half completed, 
and myriads of lives sacrificed to pestilence, which had been draft- 
ed by war to woo back gentle peace." *♦♦♦♦*♦*» 

" All that is good in life-insurance, convenient in annuities, 
and beneficent in the multitudinous organizations, whose opera- 
tions are based on the probabilities of life, must be credited to 
vital statistics. " 

" With proper collections of vital statistics we are more thor- 
oughly equipped for scientific explorations in many other quarters. 
They are essential to the perfectness of a geographical description 
of a Country ; they are the permanent documents of a land, most 
grateful to the minute historian." 

The advantages of Registration " are not few or trifling, when 
the register is kept in its barest form, simply enumerating the 
births, marriages, and deaths of a district within a given time. — 
But to get its widest benefits, there should be added the circum- 
stances attending these eras in the history of mankind, as the par- 
entage of the born, the condition and ages of the marrying, the 
causes of death and^ the ages of the dying. Such a register fur- 
nishes tools for skilful workmen in many branches of intellectu- 
al industry — ^for the jurist and the geographer, the practical 
economist, the statesman, the actuary, the historian, and the 
physiologist. Its use for the first year or two will be limited. — 
It may be kept a dozen years before its deductions can command 
perfect confidence. But its value is increasing with every day.— 
It costs little, and after the lapse of a brief season, it returns that 
little in a thousand ways, with usury upon them all. Few trees 
bear fruit the year they are planted. Acorns dropped into the 
richest soil do not furnish oaks for ship timber in a season. The 
most perfect system of registration will wave much grateful and 
graceful foliage to the winds of many years, before the mellow 
fruit will load its branches. But then, a single bearing year re- 
pays all its cost, and its hardened, close-grained wood returns 
compound interest for all the days of its unproductiveness. 

" We, of America, think very highly of our registries of deeds. 
All our acres are numbered and as far as possible described and 
bounded, and at every change of ownership it is deemed wise to 
record it, and the descent of an old homestead is often more dis- 
tinctly traced than the genealogy of the aristocracy. Why should 
we not preserve with equally scrupulous fidelity our Country's 
title to her contented, happy and healthy people, as to her tim- 
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bered wilderness, or her plough-vexed glebe ? unless, indeed, a 
Nation's strength and greatness consists not so much in men as 
in borders that outreach zones, and hem in an empire in hoarded 
wealth and generally diffused competence, in a fruitful soil and 
regions that teem with the objects of trade and commerce, in ships 
of the line, impregnable forts, and frowning battlements. "* 

Defects in the Act. 

There is clearly a mistake in allowing the lapse of three months 
between a birth and the required reporting of the same. It is a 
trite, but true saying, out of sight, out of mind. The time here 
extends so far out of sight, that the duty easily escapes recoUec- 
tion. The shorter the period, within reasonable limits, the surer 
will be the discharge of the duty ; and no one resides so far from 
the Clerk's Office, or is so utterly destitute of all means of inter- 
communication, as to need one-quarter of a year for the perform- 
ance of so simple, and yet so important an act as that devolving 
on the heads of families. It would be better for them, and much 
better for all others concerned, if the time were reduced to one 
month. 

In reference to the period for Clergymen, Physicians, Under- 
takers, and others to make their returns to the Clerks, we think an 
alteration should be made similar to that alluded to respecting 
Parents. As the law now is, returns are liable to be behindhand 
for months after the expiration of the year ; which certainly was 
not contemplated by its framers. Were each of the Classes re- 
quired to make returns, on the 10th or loth of every month, of all 
cases which occurred during the preceding month, and were the 
Clerks to be allowed one month after the expiration of the year to 
make up their Returns, we should possess, what is very essential, 
each year complete in itself. 

We cannot but express our regret at the limits fixed upon for 
the Registration year, as they interfere materially with instituting 
many desirable comparisons between our own and the Returns of 
other States and Countries. With us, the annual period consists 
of seven months of one Calendar Year, and five months of the 
next succeeding one ; so that in examining, for instance, the in- 
fluence of Seasons, say Summer, we shall have to take one month 
from the beginning of the Registration Year, and two months from 
the close of it ; which of course constitute portions of two differ- 

* P. Tuihill, M. D., on Kegistration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages. Transactions 
of t'le Medical Society of the State of New York. June, 1852. 
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ent Calendar Years, whose temperature, and the nature of whose 
prevalent diseases, &c. may not only be different in degree, but 
opposite in character. The best plan unquestionably would be, 
to have the Registration Year, here as elsewhere, conform to the 
Calendar Year; or at least so modified that instead of commenc- 
ing, it shall end, with June. 

In an Appendix to this Report will be found the form of an Act 
embodying these alterations and some minor additions ; to which 
we would respectfully direct the attention of the Legislature. 

In the Appendix may also be found some items respecting* the 
Town Returns that could not well be incorporated in the Report. 

Concluding Remarks. 

In closing, we would commend the subject of Registration to 
the protective and watchful care of the Legislature, without 
whose official countenance and encouragement it cannot be suc- 
cessfully prosecuted. 

We would also most earnestly bespeak for it the aid of all 
classes, whether specified in the Law as those from whom direct 
action is expected or not ; for there is no class in the community, 
no individual of any class, but what is interested in, and may be 
influenced by, the results le^timately aimed at in every sanitary 
reform. In the emphatic language of an eminent British states- 
man,* who moved and carried through Parliament the Public 
Health Act, in 1848, and was subsequently appointed the Chief 
Commissioner of the General Board of Health, " No one's con- 
science, be they ministers of State, be they members of Parlia- 
ment, be they members of Corporations, or be they citizens of any 
class, ought to hold themselves harmless, if in time coming they 
offer any obstruction, or suffer any to be ofiered, to the immediate 
adoption of sanitary reform. " 

We have seen by the Tabular Abstract that the greatest defi- 
ciency in the Returns exists where we would have anticipated the 
least ; viz : in the Births' division. It is a common remark that 
every one is good to his own. In the present instance this does 
not hold true throughout. Charity, we are told, begins at home. 
It appears to us that here she has too often wandered abroad, and 
forgotten there is such a place as home. Parents are supposed 
to have, as they should, a watchful care of their offspring — an 
anxious regard for their best interests — an earnest solicitude for 
their future well-being. That watchfulness, anxiety, and ear- 

* Lord Morpeth, afterwards Lord Cailisle. 
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nestness should stimulate them to a prompt fulfilment of the law ; 
and if made fully aware of the fact, that sooner or later, w^ith us 
it will, as already abroad it has, become of great moment, more 
especially in reference to questions of lineage, the tracing of de- 
scents, and the distribution of property, we are convinced no class 
will be found more faithful in the discharge of their duty. Being 
a law-abiding and an order-loving class, it is incumbent on them 
to see to it, that henceforth no dereliction shall occur. 

The Marriage division speaks far more favorably for the Profes- 
sional gentlemen and others on whom the Law relies for returns, 
in reference to the important change in our social condition, com- 
memorated and sanctioned by the ceremonies of wedlock. Yet 
as regards many of the essential items concerning which informa- 
tion is required to be duly furnished, there has been an unac- 
countable remissness. Perhaps this is partly attributable to our 
Clerical brethren and others legally associated with them not be- 
ing fully impressed with a sense of the importance of the matter, 
and from the want of knowledge that any binding obligation 
rests on them. No class can be more sensible how much the sta- 
bility of good governments, and the perpetuity and success of every 
wise and salutary measure, relating to our mental, moral, and 
physical well-being, depend upon a regard for, and due observance 
of, the laws designed wisely to regulate, and judiciously to con- 
trol them. No class is more deeply interested in having such 
laws sustained, and such beneficial enactments enforced. We 
know they are not of that antiquated, perhaps fabulous sect, 
whose members enjoined upon their hearers to do as they said, 
and not as they did ; we are convinced that they are good, both 
at preaching and practising ; that they seldom rest satisfied with 
merely pointing out the way, the truth, and the life ; but by ex- 
ample, which is more persuasive, by actions, which are more con- 
vincing than precept, they show us how to walk in the way, how 
to respect and hallow the truth, how to aim for and attain the 
life. To them therefore we look with confidence for a more strict 
obedience of the law hereafter. 

In respect to the third great division, we are dependent for in- 
formation upon the Physicians and Undertakers. If both classes 
faithfully discharged their duties, the Returns of the one would 
nearly equal those of the other, and, acting as counter checks, 
our Death Statistics would be quite accurate. No burials should 
be allowed excepting imder the supervision of some one legally 
appointed for the purpose, for reasons too obvious to require speci- 
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fication at this time ; but they either have been, or those acting 
as Undertakers, in a number of towns, have disregarded the re- 
quirements of the Law. In connection with this subject, we 
would particularly call attention to Section 10 of the Registration 
Act. 

Some Physicians, it is stated, decline furnishing information ; 
indeed absolutely refuse to give it ; declaring that the doing so 
would be onerous, and that they will defy the Law, unless paid 
for reporting the cases of Death within their Practice. This is so 
out of character for the members of the Healing Art that we are 
confident few can be found who would willingly father such a re- 
mark, and that those who may have uttered it did so without 
thought, and gladly and cheerfully would recall it on a moment's 
reflection. 

It is unnecessary for us to do more than to direct the attention 
of such to the noble conduct of their Professional brethren in 
England, who, it is recorded, " have daily and hourly written out 
the causes of death, bringing the whole knowledge of the Profes- 
sion to bear on this point, as unpaid services. In the aggregate 
this labor has been enormous ; but it has been given, freely ren- 
dered, by the Profession to the Government, without fee or re- 
ward. ' It may seem a plain, unconsequential matter, this gratui- 
tous return of the causes of death, but it makes up a bulk of un- 
paid service to the State, such as can be presented by no Other 
body or Profession in the Empire. " 

No class of our citizens does so much, or labors so unceasingly, 
in season and out of season, without recompense ; no one comes 
up to its work more cheerfully or with more alacrity ; no one is 
more ready to aid in the advancement of every good cause bear- 
ing on the health and life of the community, without stint and 
without measure ; no one more cheerfully renders to the Public, 
valuable services without money and without price. 

" A sense of duty, far more than the mere force of example, 
ought to enlist the medical man in the holy warfare " in which 
we are engaged. We employ the words of one within the pale, 
and who therefore has a right to speak and to demand a hear- 
ing. " No member of society is so cognizant as he is of the facts 
of the case, or better prepared to interpret and enforce them ; no 
one is less open to the suspicion of mean or unworthy motives ; 
and no one has such frequent opportunities of converse with men 
of every rank and degree. If he, who knows so much, should 
appear indifferent, or, what is worse, — from the bad habit of look- 
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ing at the routine practice of his Profession as the only honorable 
occupation of a medical man, and the work of palliation as his 
only duty, — should speak slightly of this higher work of preven- 
tion, and carp at the efforts of others on the pretence that they are 
given to exaggeration, society would soon catch his tone of 
thought and feeling ; and a cause which, on serious reflection and 
careful examination, he would be constrained to support, must 
suffer irreparable injury. If, on the other hand, he could be in- 
duced to exert himself heartily, but discreetly, in favor of sanita- 
ry measures, and to bring his influence to bear on those with 
whom his professional avocations place him in communication, 
it is impossible to over-estimate the good he may be the means 
of effecting. He is also favorably circumstanced for combatting 
that petty spirit of parochialism, which embodies its ignorance 
and selfishness in the cry of local self-government, and the trans- 
parent pretence of a zeal for liberty. * ♦ ♦ ♦ ^ large ra^or- 
ity, at least, of the medical profession are in a position to take, 
if it so please them, an attitude of remonstrance against local 
mismanagement, and to administer deserved reproof to incapaci- 
ty ; and we trust they will avail themselves of every opportunity 
of discharging this very necessary duty. " * 

We therefore, notwithstanding omissions of the past, look -with 
confidence to Physicians to lend their powerful aid for a thorough 
enforcement of the Law so far as it is in any wise dependent on 
their exertions. 

If the Classes, in regard to whom we have made a few remarks, 
will but carry out the respective reforms desired, and make their 
returns to the Clerks in the manner that the Act prescribes, a de- 
cided and greatly demanded improvement will necessarily take 
place in the substance and manner of the Returns of the latter to 
the Secretary, and as a consequence. Reports emanating from his 
Office will be the more practical in their character, and the more 
satisfactory in their exhibits. 

We would not only commend this cause to the fostering care 
of the Legislature, and the deliberate consideration and careful 
attention of all classes, but we would in an especial manner in- 
voke in its behalf the influence of the Press ; that mighty engine 
of power for weal or woe, according as it is under the guidance 
and control of men of elevated standing, cultivated intellects, and 
high moral tone, who are disposed to exercise their abilities in the 

♦British and Foreign Medico Chinirgical Review, vol. 1, p. 32. 
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way most likely to conduce to the greatest good of the greatest 
number, or as it is under the misguidance of men of degraded 
stamp, grovelling minds, depraved tastes, and vulgar propensities, 
^vho prostitute their talents to the most seliSsh purposes, and fos- 
ter, and administer to, the vilest passions of human nature, 
reckless of the wrongs thereby committed on the community. 

Of the latter, we fear not the frowns, we court not the favor ; 
from the former, we anticipate material aid, and entertain no ap- 
prehensions of disappointment. The well-regulated Press has 
afforded essential service to many a great and good cause, and 
we doubt not, will continue in the way of well-doing. It 
heretofore has not only extended its countenance and support in 
the time of need, to help forward labors of love and deeds of char- 
ity, but has often taken the lead in advocating measures promising 
advantages to the public. In the struggle for supremacy between 
ignorance, pestilence, and vice on the one side, and knowledge, 
health, and happiness on the other, it is not difficult to predict 
where its standard will be planted, nor with which body it will be 
found contending spiritedly for the victory. 

This State has been sometimes, in thoughtlessness we trust, 
deridingly alluded to for her diminutiveness in size ; indeed one 
individual playfully threatened, on a certain occasion, to put her 
in his breeches pocket. 

Small as she is, she has made herself heard and felt on more 
than one occasion, and has fixed her impress so strong and deep 
that time itself cannot efface it. She early, and single-handed, 
took an unwavering stand in defence of that vitally important, and 
most dearly cherished right, "soul liberty" — independence in 
matters of religious concernment — entire freedom of communion 
between God and man without the interference or dictation of 
his fellow-man. She early extended encouragement to the arts 
of Peace, and in advance of all her sister States, with her was the 
inception of two important manufactures. Neither w^as she un- 
mindful of her duties to our common Country ; and long ere the 
war blast was sounded, prior to that " time which tried men's 
souls, " she proved by the exploit on her Bay, that she was ready 
for and equal to the approaching struggle. Hers is the credit of 
having originated the earliest measures for the establishment of a 
Navy ; and she supplied the first and only Commodore our Navy 
ever had. She also enjoyed the satisfaction of furnishing to the 
Army, one, than whom there was no superior, with the exception 
of him who was " first in the hearts of his countrymen. " Again, 
20 
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in the second (we trust the last) great contest for our Nation's 
rights, the result upon the Northern waters offered convincing 
proof that the spirit and energy of old, still abided in her midst, 
and that she proffered for the Country's aid, no degenerate sons 
of noble sires. 

What the State has done, she still can do ; the narrowness of 
her limits does not dwarf her spirit, nor contract her energies ; 
the same indomitable will and invincible resolution are within, 
and need but arousing, to display themselves with as much vig- 
or, for as noble ends, and with as glorious results, as in the days 
of our ancestors. 

It must be conceded that she cannot boast of her broad acres, 
her extensively cultivated fields, her wide-spread domain ; but in 
regard to the mental activity, physical energy, moral qualities, 
stern integrity, and industrial habits of her people, she need not 
fear, nor shrink from, a comparison, with any of her larger, richer, 
or stronger sister States. 

The very fact of her possessing but a limited territorial extent, 
may, indeed must, in some cases, give her great advantages ; and 
in none more strikingly than relative to matters such as those we 
have had under consideration. From the circumstance that one 
observer can, as it were on the instant, embrace in a single view, 
the entire length and breadth of the State, it will be easy to 
watch the operation of any measures that may be instituted in 
relation to the health of the community ; using this term in its 
most comprehensive sense, as including the mental, the moral, 
and the physical exaltation of the people, and bettering the condi- 
tion, and increasing the longevity, prosperity, and happiness 
of all. 

Abroad, Geneva has acquired a highly creditable and truly en- 
viable preeminence for the attention she has paid to Registration ; 
records have been faithfully kept by her for a period stretching 
back three centuries ; and from these and the wise sanitary regu- 
lations that emanated from them, she is now reaping great ad- 
vantages, and her judicious course is often referred to, and held 
up as worthy of imitation elsewhere. 

What Geneva is, in the way of example abroad, this State 
may, if she so wills, become at home, — a standard of excellence ; 
the bright particular star in the American Constellation ; she 
may, if she so resolve, and resolutely apply herself to the work, 
become the pattern State of the Union in matters of Sanitary Re- 
form. 
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• TheJre axe some items of mformation in the Clerks' Returns, which may be 
more or less interesting and important to the inhabitants of the respective towns 
whence the Returns emanate, and yet fromthe minuteness of detail that character- 
ises them, they cannot well be incorporated in the Report. Some of these we 
propose to publish in this Appendix. 

We regret our inability to set forth the views of many of the Town Clerks, for 
the reason that but few saw proper to furnish any. 

We should like to ascertain, through the Clerks, when they make their next 
Returns, in what Towns, if any, Records have been kept of Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths, heretofore, at how early a period, and what is the present condition of 
those Records ? 

Also the number of Ministers, (or Preachers,) Physicians, and Undertakers, and 
what portion of them fulfil the requirements of the Law ? 

Are indexes to the Returns kept, in obedience to the law ? 

Clerks should always make their Returns on the Blanks furnished, so as to pre- 
serve uniformity, and have them in a suitable etate for binding. On this account, 
the Blanks should either be used on one side only, or the sheets be put together in 
book form prior to using. Neither should they be shorn of their proportions, as in 
some cases has been done. 

Most of the omissions, in many of the Returns, which are great in number and 
various in kind, are attributable to the want of care in keeping advised of the re- 
quirements of the law, or to not being sufficiently impressed with the importance 
of a rigid obedience of them. 

The Clerk's Certificate that he sends a true copy from the Records is not suf- 
ficient It may be a true copy/rom, and yet not a full or complete copy oj the Re- 
cords for the year. Difierent Returns have thus been sent in from the same Town, 
for the same year. 

Clerks should make the Record when the information is given to them ; but this 
has not always been the case ; see Cranston Returns. 

All arbitrary marks, which unexplained, will necessarily mislead, should be 
avoided ; e. g. " , and ; meaning anything that is assumed, as used by one in- 
dividual, and nothing, as used by another ; see Charlestown and Tiverton. 

The Returns should specify under Color ^ white, black, and mulatto : not white 
and colored, merely. Under Occupation, that of females, as well as of males, 
should be stated, when they have any. 

From the Cities, all of the Returns should be made by Wards ; and in regard to 
Towns, if there be any peculiarity distinguishing one portion or section from an- 
other, it should be noted ; more especially in the case of any unusual prevalence, 
or extraordinary virulence of disease. From the Ward distinction having been 
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carried out bat in part, we were compelled to throw aside some estimates and 7ab- 
nlar calctdalions commenced in relation to Froiddence. 

There should be a distinction made in the Returns between the not known^ and 
not named ; there is a yerj essential difference between the two phrases ; as for 
instance when applied to Diseases. 

BiBTHS. 

The object of these Betums seems to be strangely misconceired or disregarded. 

It is important, and will become still more so in process of time, that a full regis- 
tration be kept, ofall Births. But the main design, or leading aim, now, is to as- 
certain the number of Births that have taken place during the year, and not the 
number that have been recorded within the year, however remote the era of their 
birth may have been. 

Some of the Betums contain entries of Births which occurred in other Towns, 
the Parents being also non-residents ; and in some cases, the children, parents, &c^ 
belong in other States. See the Wakken Returns. As far as possible, we have 
endeavored to restore these to their birth-places. 

The Returns generally are made out in such a manner,, as to occasion much un- 
necessary annoyance and perplexity ; the Births being either arbitrarily set down, 
or according to the date of Re^stration, irrespective of the month, or the year. — 
Returns worthy of imitation, as being in this particular what they should be, are 
those of Warren and Coventry. 

The pattern Town for Parents^ in regard to promptness in having Births regis- 
tered, is Little COMPTON. 

Marriages. 

These Returns often show, not the number which have been solemnized during 
the year, but the number registered during that time, at however early a period 
the ceremony may have been performed. Certain persons, if theRetums are to be 
credited, were registered as married, a year in advance of their change of condition ; 
see Warren. 

Some of the Returns have occasioned much annoyance and perplexity for the 
want of a little attention upon the part of those making the registry. 

The number of Marriages in a place does not necessarily or invariably show the 
social condition, or the business prosperity of that place ; though the latter usually 
acts as an incentive, or encouragement to enter the bonds of wedlock. Many may 
visit a town merely for the performance of the ceremony, and then depart else- 
where to reside ; see Warren. 

The Returns are certified to be a correct copy, not a complete one ; it may be 
correct as far as it goes, and yet not so full and complete as the Records might fur- 
nish ; evidence of which we find by comparing different Returns from the same 
Town. 

Some of the Returns contain not only the Marriages solemnized in different 
years, but in different places ; see Coventry. The first column therefore should 
not only indicate the date, but also the place, of Marriage. The Registration does 
not now necessarily, as it should, and as was intended, show the place. 

In registering, or afterwards in preparing the Returns sent to the Secretar)''g 
Office, not a little confusion and extra labor were created by the Clerks some- 
times inserting the Brides' names first, when usually those of the Grooms take pre- 
cedence. 
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It would be well to state, in the last column, the date of the record, as is the 
practice in Newport and Hopkinton. 

Deaths. 

One great object intended to be attained by these Returns is to ascertain the 
number of Deaths that, occurred in the Town during the year, and not simply the 
number which were registered there, irrespective of the place where, and the time 
when, the individual died. The Death Returns should therefore be headed Deaths 
that occurred in the Town of, &c. ; and the entries should be arranged in monthly 
order, and not be made indiscriminately. 

If Deaths which happen elsewhere are also re^stered, they should, as the law 
requires, be recorded separate and apart from the others, instead of being, as they 
now generally are, intermingled with them. 

A person may be registered twice, indeed three times, or more ; first where the 
Death occurred ; next where the burial, and then where the re-interment, took 
place. The registry may also be made many years after death ; see, for example, 
Richmond, where the number of Deaths registered for the year ending June 1st 
1853 is 36 ; yet the number of Deaths within the year amounted to but five. 

It is very important that the Clerks should keep accurate lists of all the Practi- 
tioners, Coroners, and Undertakers, in their respective Towns. Then, if the 
Deaths reported by the former two, nearly corresponded with the Interments of 
the last, we should, for all practical purposes, arrive, with a sufficient degree of 
accuracy, at the extent of mortality ; and on the other hand, if any material dis- 
crepancy was found to exist, the Secretary's attention should be called to the fact, 
that the proper remedy might be applied, and similar omissions obviated for the 
future. 

Nothing but an almost inconceivable thoughtlessness can account for some en- 
tries to be met with; such for example as that ofastUl-horn child who lived two 
days, or rather died aged two days ! And the absence of proper system can alone 
be the reason of recording an individual as dying twice, at different seasons, of dif- 
ferent diseases, and of different ages, the person becoming younger the longer life 
has continued. A number of such instances have been found. 

Some of the oldest, most respected, and prominent citizens of by-gone times, 
could they but revisit the scenes of their earthly pilgrimage, would learn with sor- 
row and surprise that the names of any ot their descendants appear on the Death- 
roll not only with a blank to their disease, but what is far worse and truly lament- 
able, a blank to their Age, a blank to their Profession, a blank to their Parentage, 
a blanJc to their Birth Place ! ! Such things should not be, and with ordinary care 
would not occur ; and yet they are by no means infrequent occurrences. 

To these general remarks, we will subjoin the following particulars respecting 
the Towns; beginning with those in 

BRISTOL COUNTY. 

BARRINGTON. 

Births, The Returns are for the Year ending May 1st 185-. The Clerk's Cer- 
tificate is not dated. There are 14 Births recorded ; 12 of which took place within 
the year ; viz. 2 males and 2 females in June ; 1 male in July ; 1 male and 1 color- 
ed female in Aug. ; 1 female in Sept. ; 1 male in Dec. ; 2 males in Jan. ; 1 female 
in March. In 8 cases the Informants were the Parents ; in the remaining cases, fe- 
males. The Condition of the children is not given. All of the Parents resided in 
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Banington ; 8 of the Fathers were bom in Barrington ; 2 in Froridence, 1 in Paiw'- 
tnxet, and 1 in England ; — 3 of the Mothers were bcMH in Banington ; 1 in P*ro- 
vidence, 1 in Smithfield, 1 in Bristol, 3 in ^lassachnsetts ; (viz. 1 Behobotb, 1 
Dighton, and 1 Xorth Bridgewater,) 1 in Windham, Conn. ; 1 in Jeflerson, Ind., 
and 1 in England. Of the Fathers, 4 were Yeomen, 3 Hoose-wrights, 1 Slnp- 
Wright, 1 Sawjer, 1 Farmer, 1 Mariner, and 1 Agent of Brick Works. 

In addition to the aboTe, 12 births took place here, which are recorded in JVar^ 
retit riz. 4 females in June ; 3 females in Julv ; 1 Uack female in August ; 1 fe- 
male in September; 1 female in I>ecember ; 1 male in Ifarch, and one male in 
May. All of the Parents resided in Barrington ; 6 of the Fathers were bom in 
Barrington, 1 in iProvidence, and 5 not stated ; — ^3 of the Mothers were bom in 
Barrington, 1 in Providence, 1 in Bristol, and 7 not stated. Occupation of Fatb> 
ers ; 1 House Carpenter, 2 Farmers, 3 Mariners, (one of them Uack) 1 Mason, 1 
Brickmaker, 1 Miller, 1 Ship Carpenter, 1 Ship Joiner, and 1 not mentioned. — 
Christian names of 9 Mothers not given. 

Marriages. The Returns are for the year ending May 31st<, 1853. There were 
three couple married ; 1 in October, 1 in December, and 1 in May. One of the 
Grooms resided in Barrington, 1 in Providence, and 1 in Swansey, Massachusetts ; 
all of the Brides resided in Barrington. Two of the Grooms were bom in Rhode 
Island, and 1 in ^lassachusetts. Two of the Brides were bom in Bhode Island, 
and 1 in Pictou, N. S. Two couples were 1st Marriages ; 1 a 2d Marriage. Ages 
of the couples 24 and 21, 24 and 24, 38 and 31. Two Grooms were Farmers, and 
1 a Machinist. The Ceremonies were performed by Clergymen. 

Deaths, The Clerk's Certificate not dated. Number of Deaths ^ve ; 3 of the 
deceased were Natives of Barrington ; 1 of Bristol, and 1 of Behoboth, Massachu- 
setts. Color given in no instance. Condition in 3 ; aJl females, — 2 of them were 
single, and 1 a widow. The Occupation of but 1 given ; viz. a Cigar Maker. One 
Death occurred in each of the months of September, October,. and January, and 2 in 
May. The earliest recorded Death is September 9th, 1852 ; the latest May 17th, 
1853. The only male was 25 years, 4 months and 3 days oLd; the youngest fe- 
male was 7 months ; the oldest 72 years, a Widow; the remaining 2 females were 
single ; 1 of them was 18 years 6 months, and the other 18 years 8 months old. 

BRISTOL. 

Births. The Clerk certifies that a certain Return has been recorded, dated June 
11th, also that a certain sheet is a true copy, — dated June 9th; the Clerk's Re- 
turns are not dated. Three of the sheets are for the of for the year end- 
ing May 1st, 185- ; one sheet is for of for the year ending May 1st, 1851 ; 

if we correctly decypher it, although it contain entries to June 9th, 1853; and 
two sheets are for the Town of Bristol, for the year ending May 1st, 18j3; 
yet it appears that of the 68 entries, 38 were registered during 1850, *51, and '52 ; 
28 are without the date of -Registry ; and 2 are registered within this year. On 
the year sheets, 169 entries are since the close of the Registration Year. 

The Births occurred at various placee, extending as far as Shanghai, China. 
Of the 121 registered as occurring within the year, 119 took place in Bristol; 
which, deducting 6 still-born, were distributed as follows ; viz. : 2 males and 5 fe- 
males in June — 3 males and 7 females in July — 2 males and 5 females in August — 
5 males and 4 females in September — 2 males and 6 females in October— 4 males 
(1 colored,) and 2 females in November — 8 males and 2 females in December— 11 
males and 8 females in January — 6 males and 5 females in February — 9 males and 
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6 females in March — 3 males and 8 females (1 colored) in April — 1 male and 4 
females in May. Of the males, 14, of the females 10, are pronounced in good con- 
dition ; 1 male and 1 female in fair condition ; that of the remainder not stated. 
The Parents of all but 1 resided in Bristol ; they in East Greenwich. The Names 
of the Mothers are omitted in all but 26 cases ; the Nativities of all but 20 Fathers 
and 18 Mothers; of these, 13 of the Fathers were natives of Bristol, 4 of other 
parts of Rhode-Island, 2 of Massachusetts, and 1 of Ireland ; — 3 of the Mothers 
were natives of Bristol, 7 of other parts of Khode-Island, 4 of Massachusetts, and 

1 each of New York, Vermont, England, and Ireland. Of the Fathers, 1 7 wers 
Laborers, 13 Mariners, 11 Farmers, 9 Operatives, 29 Mechanics, 6 Sugar Refin- 
ers, 4 Merchants* and 13 of various pursuits. 

Two Births are registered, which occurred on the Island of Prudence ; 1 each 
in June and July ; both females ; 1 of them is said to have been in good, and the 
other in medium condition. 

In addition to the preceding, 5 Births, registered in Warren, took place in 
Bristol ; viz. : 1 female in June, 2 males in January, and 2 males in March ; the 
Christian names of all the Mothers were omitted ; the Parents resided in Bristol ; 
both Parents in 3 cases were natives of Bristol, in 2 cases not mentioned ; of the 
Fathers, 4 were Farmers, and 1 was a Mariner. 

The Informants were Physicians. Had the Parents conformed to the Act, there 
would not have been such a blank as to Nativities, 

Marriages, The Record purports, by the caption, to be made up to the 1st of 
May ; undoubtedly through inadvertence, as Marriages to near the close of that 
month are entered, and the back of the Returns is endorsed June 1st. The 
Clerk's Certificate is dated June 11th, 1853. 

The whole number registered during the year, was 99 ; of which 43 belonged to 
the present period. Of these, 4 were second Marriages of both — all Americans, 
but 1 Groom, a Cuban ; 6 were second Marriages of Grooms, and 3 were second 
Marriages of Brides. Of the parties, 28 couples resided in Bristol, 2 elsewhere; 10 
Grooms elsewhere, who married Bristclians ; and 3 Brides elsewhere, who married 
Bristolians. The oldest Groom was aged 58 years, — the youngest 19 years; the 
oldest Bride, 48 years, the youngest, 16 years. The greatest disparity in ages 
was Groom 57 to Bride 35 (second Marriage of Groom to first of Bride) and 
Groom 35 to Bride 18, first Marriage of both. Otherwise, for the most part, there 
was an Unusual approach to equality in ages ; the Groom being the elder in all 
but one instance. Of the Marriages, 5 took place in June, 4 in July, 6 in Au- 
gust, 4 in October, 5 in November, 5 in December, 5 in January, 3 in February, 

2 in March, 2 in April, and 2 in May. All believed to be married by Clergy- 
men ; but in one case, the person's official station is not mentioned. Of the 
Grooms, 10 were Mariners, 9 Farmers, 5 Sugar Refiners, 4 Laborers, 6 Mechan- 
ics, 2 Manufacturers, 2 Merchants, 1 Grocer, 1 Butcher, and 1 Express Agent 

The Records were kept remarkably neat, clean, and in good order. 

Deaths, Two sheets of returns are sent, both certified by the Clerk ; one, as a 
true copy of the Records, June 9th, '53, the other, as a true copy from the Rec- 
ords, June 11th, '53. Presuming that both, as in other Towns, formed together 
the Returns, the Deaths were marked as 34 ; subsequently, however, from &mil- 
iarity with the sound of a particular name, we found that one, containing 15 
Deaths, was a repetition of a portion of the other. The fuller Return has no 
name of Place, nor date of Year in the caption, and the latest date recorded is 
April 2l8t Was there no Death during the remaining 40 days in the Year ? 

21 
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The earliest Death recorded, occurred June 15th. There were 2 Deaths in June, 
2 in July, 2 in October, 1 in November, 2 in January, 2 in February, 3 in 
March, and 5 in April. Only 8 of the deceased were Natives of Bristol ; 1 was 
born in Tiverton, 1 in Massachusetts, 1 in Louisiana, and 8 had no birth place. — 
The Color of all but 3 mentioned ; the Occupation of 4 only ; the Parents of 8 
omitted. The youngest male was 5 days, the eldest male 57 years old ; the young- 
est female 2 years, the oldest female 87 years; under a year there were 3; and 6 
between 1 and 5 year^ inclusive. 

A very singular mistake has been made in reference to the Condition of the 
individuals, by which is meant their civil or social position, i. e. whether sin- 
gle, married, or widowed. Instead of stating tins, we are told that the Condi- 
tion of 13 was good; of 2 fair; of 1 poor; of 1 comfortable; that 1 was in 
moderate circumstances ; and 1 always lived well ! ! 

There are 4 Deaths registered this year, which took place in 1851. 



Births, The Returns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's 
Certificate is not dated. There are 51 Births recorded, of which 33 only took 
place in Warren, 1 2 in Barrington, 5 in Bristol, and 1 in Swansey, Massachusetts. 
Condition of the children not given. The Christian names of 22 mothers omitted. 
Of the fathers, 12 were Mechanics; 1 Farmer; 1 Laborer; 5 Mariners ; 4 Tra- 
ders ; 7 followed various pursuits ; 3 not stated. Informant, in all of the cases, a 
Physician. 

Marriages* The number presumed to be 1 7 ; though there is some doubt about 
it, owing to the loose manner in which the Record has been made. If it be cor- 
rect, many Marriages were registered from 6 months to a year in advance of their 
consunmiation ! ! 

Of the 16 purporting to have been registered during the year ending May 1st 
1852, 11 took place at a later period, varying from 2 months to a year. 

Of the 18 recorded for the year ending June 1st, 1853, 4 are stated to have oc- 
curred 4 and 5 months after the expiration, and 1 before the commencement of 
the year. We can easily understand how the latter, but not how the former, 
entries could be made. 

Of those coming within the Registration Year, 13 couples were Foreigners, if 
we include one said to be from Pictou, N. Y., which probably means Nova Scotia. 
At the time of marrying, 6 couple resided in Warren, and 6 in Bristol ; of the 
remaining Grooms, 3 resided in Rhode Island, and 2 in Massachusetts ; all of the 
remaining Brides resided in Warren. All were first Marriages save of 1 Groom, 
which was a second. Clergymen officiated in every case. Of the Marriages, 2 
took place in July, 1 in August, 1 in September, 2 in October, 4 in November, 1 
in December, 1 in January, 2 in February, and 3 in May. Of the Grooms 3 
were Farmers, 10 Laborers, and 1 each, a Weaver, Ship Carpenter, Mason, Jew- 
eller, and Printer. The oldest Groom was 34 years; the youngest, 19 years; 
the oldest Bride 25 years, the youngest 16 years; 15 Grooms were between 20 
and 30, 1 over 30, and 1 under 20 ; 4 Brides under 20, one 20, and 12 between 20 
and 30 years. Among the Marriages in 1852, was that of a Groom for the fifth 
time ; a Sailmaker of Freetown, aged 32. 

Deaths, Clerk's Certificate not dated. One portion of the Returns for 1853, is 
headed 1852, and is not certified by the Clerk. The Returns extend back to 
1849-'50, when 8 Deaths occurred; in 1850-'51 there were 64, and in 1851-'52 
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there were 54 Deaths ; the number during the present year 42. The earliest 
Death during the last mentioned period was June 4th, 1852, and the latest May 
81st, 1853. In June there were 3, in July 1, in August 7, in September 3, in 
October 3, in November 3, in December 6, in January 2, in February 2, in 
March 5, in April 3, and in May 4 Deaths. All, save 4, who died * in Warren, 
were bom there ; 2 registered who died elsewhere ; both Natives of Warren* 
The youngest male was 2 months old ; the youngest female 18 months ; the oldest 
male was 85 years, the oldest female 85 years ; 2 males and 2 females were over 
80 years ; 1 male and 1 female over 70 years. 

The Names of one or both Parents are given in all but 8 instances, and the 
Causes of Death in all but 3, — ^which are left blank. Neither Sex, Color, nor Oc- 
cupation, is specified in a single case ; and the Condition in but one. 

KENT COUNTY. 

COVENTKY. 

Births, The Betums are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's 
Certificate is signed September 13th, 1853. 

All the Births registered, took place within the year ; viz. ; 1 male and 1 female, 
in June ; 1 male and 1 unknown, in July ; 1 male, 2 females, and 1 unknown, in 
August ; 2 males, 1 female, and 1 unknown, in September ; 2 males and 1 female, 
in November ; 2 males, 3 females, and 1 unknown in December ; 1 female and 2 
unknown, in January; 2 females, and 1 unknown, in February; 2 females, and 1 
unknown, in March ; 3 males, 1 female, and 1 unknown, in April ; 1 male, 2 fe- 
males, and 1 unknown, in May. Thus it will be seen that the sex ot nearly one- 
fourth part of the children is unknown ; and yet the Informants were the Physi- 
cians in attendance I The Color and Condition are omitted in every instance. 
One child is Farentless; in 2 cases, the Parents' Surname only ^ven ; in 22 cases, 
the Mothers' Names omitted. The Nativity of the Parents omitted in 18 cases, 
and the Mothers' in 2 more. All of these omissions evince a highly reprehensible 
disregard of the Law on the part of Parents, 

Of the Fathers, 10 were born in Coventry; 4 in other parts of Rhode Island; 
1 each, in Connecticut, Vermont, and New Hampshire ; 4 in Ireland. Of the 
Mothers, 10 were bom in Coventry ; 3 in other parts of Rhode Island ; 1 each in 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut; 4 in Ireland. Of the Fathers, 7 were Laborers, 
4 Manufacturers, 8 Operatives, 3 Merchants, 8 Mechanics, 8 Farmers, 2 Team- 
eters, 1 Physician, 1 Trader, and 1 Clerk. 

Marriages, Returns made to June 1st ; the Clerk's Certificate dated Septem- 
ber 13th. There are 21 Marriages recorded ; 1 of which took place in Scituate, 

* and 1 in Cranston. There were married, 1 couple in July, 3 in August, 2 in Sep- 
^ tember, 8 in October, 1 in November, 2 in December, 4 in January, 2 in 

* February, and 1 in May. They were all by birth Americans, and all Rhode 
^ Islanders, but 1 Groom, and 3 Brides ; 4 couples resided in some other Town ; 4 
f Grooms, and 2 Brides resided elsewhere, who married Coventrians ; 1 couple, a 
I' second Marriage; 3 Grooms, second Marriages; 1 Bride, a second Marriage, and 1 
I' do., a third Marriage. The greatest disparity of ages. Groom 61 to a Bride 41 ; 
I the oldest Groom was 61 years, the youngest 18 years ; the oldest Bride 41 years, 

the youngest 15 years. The Ages generally well matched. The Color omitted 
I in every case. Of the Grooms, 6 were Farmers, 8 Mechanics, 1 Laborer, 1 

' Teacher, 1 Merchant, 1 Book-keeper. Clergymen officiated. 



i 
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Deatlis. The Clerk's Certificate dated September ISth, 1853. The earliest 
Death occurred June 18th, 1852; the latest May — , 1853 ; 1 took place in June; 
2 in August ; 1 in September ; 8 in October ; 3 in November ; 3 in June ; 1 in 
March; 1 in April, and 1 in May. The youngest male was 67 years, the oldest 
79 years of age ; the youngest female 50 years and 10 months, the oldest 84 years. 
Of the deceased, 7 were Natives of Coventry, 3 of other parts of Rhode Island, 
1 of Connecticut, 1 of Ireland, and 4 were destitute of a birth-place. The Color 
entirely omitted ; the Condition of all given ; the Occupation of all the male 
and 1 female Adults ; the Names of one or both Parents in all cases. 

We subjoin the accompanying Letter from the Town Clerk, and trust the ex- 
ample set by him, and one or two others, will be very generally followed hereafter. 
By reference to the Law, he will see that it is made obligatory upon the Parents^ 
and not the Physicians, to make the Returns of Births, 

Town Clerk's Office, Coventry, September 13th, 1853. 
Asa Potter, Esq., Secretary of State, R. I. 

Dear Sir : — The above and accompanying documents are a very imperfect Re» 
turn of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths which have occurred in our Town of 
Coventry for the year ending June Ist last 

I wish to be excused for not making a perfect return as the law anticipates, and 
in its proper season. I regret to have to inform yon, that after much exertion on 
my part, I have received the return of Doctor Clarke and of Doctor TiUinghast, 
both of which are very imperfect, yet as this was the best they could do, without 
visiting all the places of births and consulting the parents for information, I think 
they are quite excusable. 

I went into Phoenix Village and Harrisville. Did not see Doctor Wilcox, but 
left forms and requested returns by the first of this month, but have received no 
answer. I also went to the upper end of our town, saw Doctor Hutchinson, and he 
promised (for my sake) to make a return by the first of this month, but has failed 
to do so. The Doctors all complain of the task without remuneration, and defy 
the penalty. I should have made my return by the first of the month, or very 
early, had not I waited for further returns, as above stated. It goes very much 
against my grain to make so imperfect a record or so imperfect a return. 

I have travelled some fiftieen miles out, horse and carriage, to do what I have 
done. Very respectfully, yours, 

ANTHONY TARBOX, Town Gerk. 

P. S. — I wish there might be some amendment of the law, which would warrant 
a more peifect return. A. T. 

EAST GREENWICH* 

Births, Clerk's Certificate not dated. The Year terminates June 1st. There 
are 8 Births registered, of which but 3 belong to this year ; viz. : 1 female born in 
June ; 1 male in September ; and 1 male in December. The Birth-place of one 
Father, Scituate, of 1 Mother, South Kingstown ; that of the remaining Parents, 
not mentioned. The Occupations of the Fathers, were, 1 a Teacher, 1 a Mason, 
and 1 a Laborer. Condition of the children not stated. 

Marriages, Clerk's Certificate not dated. There were married, 1 couple in 
June, 1 in August, 4 in October, 1 in November, 1 in January, and 1 in April. 
Birth-place of 3 couples not stated ; the remainder were Rhode Islanders. Two 
couples resided in East Greenwich, 1 in South Kingstown, and 1 in Warwick ; 2 
Grooms resided in North Kingstown, 1 in Exeter, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 in New 
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York ; 1 Bride in Newport, and the remainder in East Greenwich. The Ages of 

couples, the Occupation of 4, the Birth-place of 8, the Parentage of 2, and what 
Marriage of 4 Grooms and 3 Brides, and the Color of all, are omitted. The Ages 
of those stated, were 20 and 17, 24 and 20, 82 and 42, 55 and 46. Of the Grooms, 
2 were Farmers, 2 Mechanics, and 1 a Carder. Clergymen officiated. 

Deaths. Clerk's Certificate not dated. The last entry purports to be May 30th, 
1852 ; which probably should be 1853 ; inasmuch as Dec. 1853 occurs, that clearly 
cannot be later than 1852 ; and yet Oct., perhaps 1853, was originally inserted 185 2, 
and afterwards altered to 1853, although the caption states the Return is for the year 
ending June 1st, 1853 ; two also, are set down as Sept. 1853. The earliest death 
recorded, occurred Sept. 15, 1853, probably 1852; the latest. May 30, 1852, proba- 
bly 1853. No death occurred in June, July, Aug., Nov,, Jan., nor Feb. ; 2 took 
place in Sept, (probably) 1852 ; 1 in Oct, (probably) 1852 ; 2 in Dec, (pro- 
bly) 1852; 1 in March, 1853, 2 in April, and 6 in May, including one recorded 
as in May, 1852. Of the deceased, 6 were Natives of East Greenwich ; 3 of other 
parts of Bhode Island ; and 5 appear without a Birth-place. The youngest male 
was 1 year and 3 months old ; the oldest male, 79 years, 6 months, and 14 days ; the 
youngest female, 5 years; and the oldest female, 64 years, 2 months, and 10 days. 
There were 2 males between 70 and 80 years of age, (a Blacksmith, and a Saddler ;) 
8 individuals between 1 and 5 years, inclusive. The Condition is given in no case ; 
the Color in but 2 ; the Occupation but in 5 ; the Age, and Parentage in 11. 

WEST GRBEinnCH. 

Births, No Returns sent ; nor reasons given. 

Marriages. Returns made to July 28th, 1853, according to the Clerk's Certifi- 
cate. There are 17 Marriages recorded, of which but 5 belong to this Year ; of 
these, 1 occurred in June, 1 in Sept, 2 in Dec, and 1 in April. All were bom 
in Rhode Island but 1 Groom from Connecticut; 2 couple resided in West Green- 
wich ; 1 in Providence, 1 in Richmond, R. I., and 1 in Killingly, Conn. ; their 
Brides all resided in West Greenwich. They were all first Marriages ; their ages 
25 and 22, 28 and 24, 25 and 20, 26 and 21, 26 and 26. Of the Grooms, 3 were 
Farmers, 1 a Tailor, and 1 a Teacher. There are 3 Marriages recorded, which 
belong to the next Year. 

Deaths, The Clerk states, under date of July 28th, 1853, that there are ^< no re- 
turns of deaths given in at present, to make returns oV* 

WARWICK. 

Births, There are four sheets of Returns ; one for the of , for the Year 

ending May Ist, 185- ; one for the Year ending May 1st, 1851, though it contained 
Births registered in May, 1852, and May, 1853 ; one for the Year ending May 1st, 
1852, containing 54 Births, all registered May 26th, 1853 ; and one for the Year 
ending May 1st, 1853 ; that contains 57 Births within the Year ; 52 of which occur- 
red in Warwick. These Births were distributed as follows ; viz. : 2 males, (1 color- 
ed,) in June ; 1 male and 1 female in July ; 1 male and 1 female in August ; 2 
males and 4 females in September ; 1 male and 3 females in October; 3 males and 

1 colored female in November ; 2 males and 8 females in December ; 3 males and 
6 females in January; 4 males, (1 colored,) and 3 females in February; 3 males 
and 2 females in March ; 4 males and 2 females in April. Condition not given. 
The Christian name of Mothers omitted in 9 cases. Of the Fathers, 6 were bom 
in Warwick, 2 in Cranston, and 44 ! I in parts imknown; of the Mothers, 5 were 
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born in Warwick, 2 in Cranston, 1 in New York, 8 in Ireland, 1 in Scotland, and 
40 ! ! are without Birth-place. This highly reprehensible omission arises from an vi- 
ler disregard of the law by Parents, 

Of the Fathers, 20 are recorded as Yeomen and Farmers, 9 as Overseers, 2 as 
Dressers, 8 as Laborers, 6 as Mechanics, 1 Bleacher, 1 Miller, 1 Grentleman, 1 
Clerk, and 1 Inn Keeper. 

Four children bom in Cranston of Cranston Parents, and one child born in Pro- 
vidence of Providence Parents, are registered in Warwick, 

Marriages, The Eetums are sdd to be for the Year ending May 1st , but what 
year is not stated ; neither will an appeal to the Clerk's Certificate aid us, for that 
is not dated. 

There are 72 Marriages recorded, of which but 10 come within our period. Some 
are entered without the date of either month or year. Of the 10 Marriages, 1 oc- 
curred in June, 2 in July, 2 in September, 3 in October, and 2 in November. All 
were Americans, save one couple, whose Residence, Birth-Place, Parentage, and 
what Marriage, are omitted. Of the others, all were born in Rhode Island, except- 
ing one Groom, from Massachusetts. The Residence of 3 couples not ^ven ; 2 
couples resided in Warwick, 1 in Cranston, and 1 in East Greenwich ; 1 Groom 
resided in Coventry and married a Warwickite ; 1 in Warwick and married a 
New Bedfordite, and 1 in Cranston and married a Warwickite. All first Marriages 
as far as stated. One couple colored. The ages of the couples, were 25 and 18, 
21 and — -, 32 and 80, 20 and 17, 27 and 17, 21 and 18, 22 and 23, 25 an^ 20, 32 
and 21. The greatest discrepancies in Ages were, a Groom 65 to a Bride 25, and 
a Groom 69 to a Bride 39 ; the last couple a second Marriage of both. These Mar- 
riages were solemnized in 1851. The Marriage ceremonies were performed by 
Clergymen. Of the Grooms, 5 were Mechanics, 2 Farmers, 1 Spinner, and 4 
Teamsters. 

Deaths, The Returns extend back to 1849-50, when one Death occurred; in 
1850-51, 44 Deaths ; in 1851-52, 24 Deaths. The present Year is stated to end 
May 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Certificate is not dated. The earliest recorded Death 
was June 22d, 1852, and the latest, April 27th, 1853 ; one Death is registered that 
occurred in Apalachicola, and one that took place nowhere. Of the deceased, (20 
in number,) 14, (7 males, 6 females, and 1 unknown,) were Natives of Warwick, 
and 6 of other parts of Rhode Island. The Color and Condition of all, the Parent- 
age of all but two, and the Occupation of all of the males but four, are omitted ; 
of the last, there was 1 Farmer, 1 Overseer, 1 Spinner, and 1 Wagon Maker. — 
The youngest male was 1 year; the eldest male was 87 years, 11 months, 27 days 
old ; the youngest female, 21 days ; the eldest female, 76 years, 8 months, 15 days. 
In June, 3 Deaths occurred ; 4 in August; 2 in October; 1 in November; 3 in 
January ; 4 in February ; 1 in March ; and 2 in Aj>ril ; in July, September, De- 
cember, and May, no Death. There was but one male over 80, a Farmer ; one 
between 70 and 80, a Trader ; there were two females, between 70 and 80 ; there 
were six children between 5 and 1, inclusive, and one under 1 year. 

NEWPORT COUNTY. 

JAMESTOWN. 

Births. No Returns. 

Marriages, Clerk's Certificate not dated. There was but one marriage, which 
occurred in September. Groom, Native of Jamestown, Bride, of Sherburne, N. Y. 
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Residence in Jamestown ; first Marriage of both. Ages, 26 and 24 ; Groom, an Ag- 
riculturist. A Clergyman officiated. 

Deaths, Clerk's Certificate not dated. But one Death reported, which was a 
male, a Farmer, born in Jamestown, who died of Consumption, September 29th. 
Although but a single Death occurred, the Return was made, as it should have been, 
on the regular blank, of its full dimensions, 

LITTLE COMPTON. 

Births. The Returns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Cer- 
tificate is not dated. Of the 25 Births, there were 1 male in June, 3 males and 2 
females in July, 1 male and 1 female in August, 2 males in September, 2 males and 

1 female in October, 2 females in November, 2 males and 1 female in December, 2 
males in February, 1 male in April, 2 females in May, and 1 male and 1 Female in 
the nameless month. Condition not stated ; but 12 of the children named. Parents 
of 1 child resided in Providence, 1 in Lexington, Ky., 1 no where ; of the remain- 
der in Little Compton. The Christian Name of all but one Mother given, and in 
that case the Jittshand was the Informant. Of the Fathers, 15 were natives of Little 
Compton ; 1 of Tiverton, and one of Portsmouth, R. I. ; 2 of Massachusetts ; 1 of 
Maine ; 1 of Vermont j 1 of Connecticut ; 1 of New York, and 2 of parts unknown. 
Of the Mothers, 18 were Natives of Little Compton ; 2 of Tiverton ; 3 of Massa- 
chusetts ; 1 of Vermont, and 1 of New York. Of the Fathers, 8 were Farmers, 8 
Mechanics, 3 Laborers, 2 Mariners, 1 Trader, 1 Physician, 1 Merchant, and 1 un- 
known. There were 11 registered on the day of birth ; 7 within a week ; 8 within 
a month ; 2 of two months, and 2 in blank time. 

Maniages, The Returns are made to June 1st. The Clerk's Certificate is not 
dated. There were but 3 Marriages ; 1 in September, 1 in November, and 1 in 
December. The Residence and Birth-place of 2 couples. Little Compton ; the Resi- 
dence of the third Groom, Providence, and Birth-place, Bristol ; Residence and 
Birth-place of third Bride, Westport, Mass. All first Marriages ; Ages, 26 and 22, 
22 and 23, 22 and 19. Ot the Grooms, 2 were Farmers, and 1 a Blockmaker. 
A Clergyman officiated. 

Deaths. The Clerk's Certificate not dated. The earliest recorded Death occur- 
red June 13 th, 1852, the latest May 20th, 1853 ; 3 took place in June, 2 in July, 
5 in August, 4 in September, 1 in October, 3 in Docember, 7 in January, and 1 in 
May ; none in November, February, March and April. There are 3 registered 
that happened elsewhere ; viz. : 1 female, in Providence, and 1 female, in Plain- 
field, Ct, both born in Little Compton ; and 1 female, in New Bedford, bom no 
where. Of the deceased, 20, (6 males, and 14 females,) were Natives of Little 
Compton ; 1 of Tiverton ; 3 of Massachusetts ; and 2 of places unknown. The 
youngest male was 19 years, 6 months, 7 days, the eldest male 89 years old. The 
youngest female was 3 days, the eldest female 86 years, 1 month, and 27 days old; 

2 males and 2 females were over 80 years of age ; 5 males and 2 females were over 
70 yeats of age; 17 individuals, including the 11 preceding, were upwards of 50 
years of age ; there was one only, under one year, and but- one between five and 
one year, inclusive. Consumption, (and not as might have been conjectured. Age, 
or the Complaints usually incident thereto,) caused the greatest number of Deaths. 
One idiot, set. 72, died of Old Age. 

The place of Death, Age, Sex, Color, and Condition, the Occupation in every 
case required, the Cause of Death, and the Parentage of all but four, stated. 



168 FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-53. 

This is one of the most satisfactory Returns made ; and strongly contrasts with 
most others. The Clerk fully comprehended the requirements and importance oi 
the Law, and very nearly carried out all its details. 

MIDDLETOWN. 

Births, The Returns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Cer- 
tificate is dated June 2d; the Form by him adopted is recommended to other 
Clerks. 

There were bom 2 females in July, 1 female in February, 2 males (twins) in 
March, 1 male in May ; not a child in June, August, September, October, Novem- 
ber, December, January, or April. Condition not stated ; Name given in all but 1 
case. Parents all resided in Middletown ; 5 Fathers bom in Middletown, 1 in North 
Kingstown; 2 Mothers bom in Middletown; the rest in various parts of Rhode Isl- 
and. All of the Fathers were Farmers. 

Marriages. The Clerk's Certificate is dated June 2d ; he states that what he 
sends " is a true copy of all the Marriages recorded in this Office which have oc- 
curred in this town within the year ending June 1, 1853." There were 3 Mar- 
riages ; 1 in January, 1 in March, and 1 in April ; 2 couples resided in Middle- 
town ; also the 3d Bride, whose Groom resided in Steubenville, Ohio. They were 
all 1st Marriages, save of 1 Groom unknown. Their Ages were 24 and 22, 21 and 
17, — and — . Of the Grooms, 1 was a Wheelwright, 1 a Farmer, and 1 a Mer- 
chant. Clergymen officiated. 

Deaths, The Clerk's Certificate is dated June 2d, 1853 ; and is one worthy of 
imitation ; but the mutilation of his sheet (which is shorn of its fair proportions,} is 
an example " more honored in the breach than the observance." 

The earliest recorded Death occurred August 3 1st, 1852, the latest May l6thy 
1853 ; 1 took place in August, 3 in October, 1 in December, 2 in January, 1 in 
February, 1 in March, and 2 in May ; none in June, July, September, November, 
and April. All of the deceased were Natives of Middletown but 1, and he was of New- 
port. The youngest male was 16 years, 1 month, the eldest 82 years old ; the 
youngest female 5 months, 18 days, the eldest 80 years, 5 days old. There were 
2 males over 80 years, a Farmer, and a Shoemaker ; a single man, and a Widower. 
There was 1 child under 1 year, and none between 1 year and 5 years. Of Con- 
sumption there died 3 ; and 2 of Old Age. 

The Age, Place of Death, Sex, Color, Condition, Occupation, Birth-place, 
Parentage, and Cause of Death of all specified. In addition to the requisitions, is 
given the Date when each Death was recorded. 

NEWPORT. 

Births. The Returns, " registered for the Year ending May 1st, 1851," contain 
39 entries ; viz. 1 Birth in 1844, 1 in 1847, and 37 in 1850. Returns for the " two 
years ending June 1st, 1853" contain but 10 entries ; viz. 1 Birth in 1845, 1 in 1846, 
1 in 1848, 1 in 1849, 2 in 1851, 1 in 1852, and hut two within the present year \ viz., 
in August 1 female, in November 1 male. Residence of the Parents Newport ; 
Nativity of 1 Father, England, and of 1, not known ; of 1 Mother, Fall River, and 
of the other not known, though reported by the husband. Occupation ; 1 Father, 
a Bookseller, the other a Physician. One Birth is minutely set forth as having oc- 
curred between certain days of a certain month, whilst, that which is of far more 
importance, the Year is omitted. The Clerk's Certificate is not dated. 

Marriages. The Returns give the Registration for the " two years ending June 
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1 , 1 858." The ClerVs Certificate not signed. There are 1 25 Marriages recorded, of 
which but 29 fiill within our period. There were 3 Marriages in June, 5 in July, 3 in 
August, 4 in September, 1 in October, 2 in November, 4 in December, 1 in Feb- 
ruary, 4 in March, 1 in April, and 1 in May. All were Americans but 1 Bride, 
bom in England. There were 7 couples bom in Newport ; 5 unknown ; 1 in Tiv- 
erton ; 1 in Massachusetts ; 1 in Maine ; and 1 in Maryland. Of the remaining 13 
couples, 6 of the Grooms were bom in Newport, 8 elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 
4 in Massachusetts ; 3 of the Brides were bom in Newport, 6 elsewhere in Rhode 
Island, 2 in Massachusetts, 1 in Maine, and 1 in England. The Residence of 16 
couples was Newport ; 1 Middletown ; 2 Maine ; 1 not known. Of the remaining 
9 couples, 2 of the Grooms resided in Newport ; 3 in New York ; 3 in Massachu- 
setts ; and 1 not known; — 5 of the Brides resided in Newport, 3 in other parts of 
Rhode Island ; and 1 in Massachusetts. The Ages of 6 couples and 1 Bride, the 
Parentage of 5 couples and 1 Bride, the number of Marriages of 3 couples and 1 Bride, 
and the Occupation of 4 Grooms not given. There were of Grooms, 2 Farmers, 4 
Mariners, 1 Merchant, 12 Mechanics, 1 Gentleman, 1 Waiter, 1 Clerk, 1 Grocer, 1 
Teacher, 1 Lawyer. All were 1st Marriages, save 2 couples 2d Marriage, 2 
Grooms, 2d Marriage, and 1 Groom 3d Marriage. The oldest Groom was 48 
years — the youngest 21 years; the oldest Bride 39 years — ^the youngest 18 years. 
In 5 couples the Ages of Grooms and Brides were eq^ial. The greatest disparity 
in Ages was Groom 27 and Bride 39 — 2d Marriage of both. Clergjrmen offi- 
dated in all cases but 1 ; in that the station of the individual officiating, not speci* 
fied. 

Deaths. The Returns purport to be for the Year ending May SOth, 1853, on one 
sheet, and June 1st, 1853, on the other. The Clerk's Certificate dated May 30th, 
1853. ' 

The earliest recorded Death is July 7th, 1852, the latest May 13th, 1853 ; as- 
suming that 3 entered as in September, 1863, 2 in October, 1853, and 2 in Decem- 
ber, 1853, were intended to be entered as in 1852. Of the Deaths, 2 occurred in 
July, 4 in August, 4 in September, 4 in October, 3 in November, 6 in December, 
6 in January, 6 in February, 3 in March, 2 in April, and 1 in May ; no Death in 
June. There are 5 Deaths registered that took place elsewhere ; viz. 2 males in 
Cuba, bom in Newport ; 1 female in Tiverton, bom in Philadelphia; 1 female inMid- 
dletown, bom in do. ; and 1 female in Ohio, bom in Vermont. The youngest male 
was 9 months, the eldest 83 years old;, the youngest female ll months, the eldest 
87 years old. There were 2 males over 80 years,— Condition and Occupation not 
given, and 1 between 70 and 80 years, (Married, and a Farmer) ; there were 8 fe- 
males over 80 years, (5 of them Widows, 1 Single, 2 not stated ;) 1 female between 
70 and 80 years ; (Colored,— a Cook,— Widow). 3 individuals were 1 year and 
under ; 5 between 1 and 5 years inclusive. The Age and Place of Death of all 
given ; Disease of all but one ; the Sex, Color, and Condition of nearly half omitted ; 
the Parentage of more than half; the Birth Place of but 19 given under that head ; 
and the Occupation of 8 out of the 14 males. 

The Birth Place of 3 will be found under Caption of Sex, Color, and Condition ; 
the Condition of 7 under Occupation; the Deaths of 4 individuals entered twice, 
as occurring at different periods, and of different Diseases. None of these mistakes 
would probably have happened had there been some method adopted in arranging 
the dates of Deaths under Years and Months, instead of entering them promiscu- 
ously ; c. g. we have as to years, 1852, 1849, 1862—1852, 1849, 1853, 1809, 1858— 

22 
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ite; u to Months, Horenber, Sqytember, and Ji^ ^011007, A »g — t » 

Febnuuy; &c. 

Hnr SHOBXHAIC. 

No Betanis of Birtlis, Marriages, nor Deatlis. Kdther ^£A the Cleik fend anj- 
Teafon fixr the deficiencj. 

POBtSVOUTH. 

Btfi^. The Betnfns are tor the Tear ending VLxf 1st, 1853. The Cleik's Cer* 
tificate IS not dated. There are 18 Births recorded, extending orer a period of 42 
fears ; 12 of them occurred within the Tear, of which 11 took place in Portsmouth ; 
viz. 1 of nnknown Sex in June ; 1 male and 1 female in July ; 1 male and 1 female^ 
August ; 1 male in September ; 4 males and 1 female in October. The Names, 
Color and Condition entirely omitted ; and Mothei^s Name omitted in 5 cases. 
The Parents all resident in Portsmouth ; 8 Fathers Natives of Portsmouth, 1 of 
Bristol, 1 of Newport, and 1 not known ; 8 Mothers bom in Portsmouth, 1 in Bris- 
tol, 1 in Newport, and 1 no where. Of the Fathers, 6 were Teomen, 1 Blacksmitfa, 
1 Laborer, 1 Goal Mine Agent, 1 Fisherman, and 1 unknown. There were 2 Births 
which took place in Portsmouth but registered in Bristol ; tiz. 1 female in June, 
and 1 female in July ; 1st said to be in " good", and 2d in *' medium condition i* 
Parents resident in Portsmouth ; 1 Father bom in Portsmouth, and 1 in New York ; 

1 Mother bora in Jamestown, B. I., and 1 in New Tork ; there was also 1 Birth 
re^stered in Portsmouth, that took place at l^verton — a male in August; Parents 
resident and bora in Gnverton; Father's Occupation, Town Clerk. 

Marriages. Beturas for the Tear terminating May Ist, 1858. Clerk's Certificate 
not dated. There are Si Marriages registered ; extending back as far 1823 ; but 

2 embraced within our period ; viz. 1 in October and 1 in February. Of the 
Grooms, 1 was botji in Portsmouth, and 1 in Tiverton; of the Brides, 1 inaCddle- 
town, and 1 unknown. All Hesidents in Portsmouth, but 1 Bride from Tiverton- 
Both 1st Marriages. Ages not given ; Parentage of 1 couple not given ; 1 Groom 
A Teoman, 1 not known. Both married by Clergymen. 

Deaths, Retums for the year ending May 1st, 1858. Clerk's Certificate not da- 
ted. 

The earliest recorded Death is August 26th, 1852, the latest, April 5th, 185S ; 
there were 2 in September, 2 in January, 4 in March, and 1 in April ; in June, 
July, August, October, November, December, February, and May, none. There 
are 2 Deaths registered that occurred in New Bedford; both females; Natives oi 
Portsmouth. All of the deceased were Natives of Portso&outh but 1 male bora in 
Tiverton ; a Farmer, who died of Old Age, viz. set 91 years, 8 months. The 
youngest male was 1 year, 6 months old ; the youngest female 30 years, 4 months, 
19 days— the oldest female 72 years, 6 months, 9 days. There were 2 males over 80 
years, both Teomen — 1 male and 1 female between 70 and 80 years ; only 1 indi- 
Tidual between 1 year and 5 years ; and none under 1 year. There di^ 3 per- 
sona of Consumption, and 8 of Old Age. 

The Retums are very loosely made up ; e. g. 1 married female is put down as a 
male and a Teoman ; 1 infant 1 1-2 years old, as a Teoman, who died of Old Age -j 
also 1 female of 30 years, is pronounced a Teoman, who died of Old Age. IRie 
Parentage is wrongly placed in every case. Between September 1852, and Janu* 
ary 1853, no other month intervening, is inserted a Death that it is said happened 
in Januaxy, 1852. 'NVhethor this be an error of date, or of location, it is imposii- 
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ble to flay, nAd yei being <^ an indiTidual over 80 years old, it makes a very mate- 
rial difierence to the average age, whether it be (as it has been,) omitted, or taken 
into the estiBMfe ; in the latter case die avenge age would be increased 13 I-S yean. 
By the arrangement, or more properly disarrangement, Peleg Almy is left with 
ont a Father; whilst John Almy is made the Father of Joseph Hall let. 70 years, 
and George and Hannah Hall become the Fhrents of Seth Anthony mt 97 yean ; 
and the same Creorge and Hannah have Cook Wilcox mt 65, as an offspring ; Greoige 
Brownell is prononnced the Father of Susannah Hall set 72 years, 6 months, 9 days; 
and Caleb and Eliz. Sherman, the Beu^nts of Charlotte Brownell. Under the col- 
umn cfNtune and Sex of Deceased, we find, ^ A Child of Samuel and Mary Faulk- 
«r,*' whose Parents, under the proper column, we are told, are James and Bebecca 
Albro. 

nVKRTOJl. 

Births. The Betiims are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's 
Certificate is not dated. There are 68 Births registered, of which 54 occurred 
within the present Year. Those of an earlier date are carefully designated ly ihe 
C^k, in accoidance with the Requisitions of the Law; and coils for special notice^ 
inasmuch as it is the j)nly instance of such a course that we have observed among 
the whole of the Returns. Of the 54 Births, there occurred 1 male in June, 

1 male and S females in July, 2 males and 2 females (1 colored) in August, 3 
males and 1 female in September, 3 males and 3 females in October, 4 males 
and 3 females in November, 3 males and 2 females in December, 2 males and I 
female in January, 2 males and 3 females in February, 1 male and 2 females (1 
colored) in March, 1 male and 5 females in April, 5 males and 3 females (1 case 
of twins, 1 male and 1 femalt^) in May. Condition not stated; Father in 3 cases 
not known. All of the Parents resident in Tiverton ; 35 of the Fathers bom in 
Tiverton; 3 elsewhere in Rhode Ishind ; 3 in Massachusetts ; iFayal; 7 England; 
d Scotland ; 2 Ireland ; 1 Germany. 29 Mothers born in Tiverton ; 6 elsewhere in 
Rhode Island ; 6 in Maasachusetts ; 1 New Hampshire ; 1 Connecticut ; 4 England • 

2 Scotland ; 5 Ireland. Of the Fathers, 19 were Farmers, 13 Laborers, 2 Clergymen, 

2 Mariners, 8 Mechanics, 2 Traders, 2 Operatives, 1 Chemist, 1 Stage Driver, 1 
Gentleman, 1 Ferryman, 1 Teacher. In 15 cases, cluld's Name not given. One 
Tiverton Birth, as already noted, was registered in Portsmouth. 

Of the Informants, 39 were the Mothers, 8 the Fathers, 1 the Sister, and 2 the 
Grandmothers. 

Marriages. The Returns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Cleik's 
Certificate is not dated. There are 27 Marriages entered, of which, belong to this 
year, all but 2 ; 1 being anterior, and the other posterior. There were 2 in June, 

3 in July, 1 in September, 3 in October, 1 in November, 2 in December, 2 in Jan- 
uary, 2 in February, 3 in March, 4 in April, and 2 in May. Of these, 11 couples 
were bom in Tiverton, 1 in Boston, 1 in England, 2 not known ; of the remaining 
Grooms, 3 were bom in Tiverton, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 inldassachusetts, 
1 in Connecticut, 1 in New Hampshire, and 1 not mentioned ; of the remaining 
Brides, 3 were bom in Tiverton, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 2 in Massachusetts, 

1 in Connecticut, and 1 in New York. Of these, 13 couples resided in Tiverton, 

2 in Massachusetts ; of the remaining Grooms, 5 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 4 in 
Massachusetts, and 1 in Connecticut ; of the renuuning Brides, 5 in Tiverton, 3 
elsewhere in Rhode Idand, 1 in Massachusetts, and 1 in Connecticut The Agei 
of 4 couples and 1 Bride not given ; the Parentage of 3 Grooms, and 4 Brides not 
given ; Color entirely omitted. Of 2 couples and 1 (}room, the 2d Marriage ; all 
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the lemainderlst Marriages. The oldest Groom set 42; the joongest Groom »t. 19; 
the oldest Biide set 34, the youngest Bride set 16 ; the greatest disparity in Ages 42 
and 23, both parties 2d Marriage ; in 3 couples there were an equality of Ages. 
Of the Grooms there were 10 Farmers, 5 Mechanics, 2 Operatives, 1 Calico Prin- 
ter, i Merchant, 1 Laborer, 1 Oysterman, 1 Mariner, and 3 not known. Cleigyoieift 
officiated in 19 cases ; who, in the remainder, not stated. 

Deaths. CleriL's Certificate not dated. 

The earliest recorded Death occurred Jane 26th, 1852, the latestMay — , 1S53 ; 
the nmuber of Deaths was 1 in June, 2 in August, 6 in September, 3 in October, X 
in November, 3 in December, 2 in Jan., 7 in February, 5 in March, 4 in April, 1 
in May, 5 in unknown month; in July none. There are two Deaths registered 
that happened elsewhere; viz. 1 female in February, at Fall River, and 1 male in 
September, at San Francisco. Of the deceased, 22 appear to have been bom in 
Tiverton; 4 elsewhere in Ehode Island, 9 in Massachusetts, 2 in England, and 3 
no where. Age, Sex, Color, and Occupation stated ; also the Condition of all 
the adult females save one, but that of not one adult male. The Parentage of .all 
but 6 ^ven ; the Cause of Death in more than half the cases omitted. Among the 
deceased were 2 colored males and 2 do. females. The youngest male was 4 months^ 
the eldest 88 years old ; the youngest female 1 year, 7 months, the eldest 105 years 
old. There were 1 male and 1 female between 80 and 90 years of age ; 4 males 
and 3 females between 70 and 80 years of age ; only 1 under 1 year, and 5 be- 
tween 5 and 1 year inclurive. 

PROVIDENCE COUNTY. 

BUBBILLYILLB. 

Bir(h$. No Betums received from the Clerk. 

Marriages, The Betums purport to be for the Tear ending May Ist, 1852, but 
contain Marriages to near the^close c^ September. The Clerk's Certificate is dated 
June 1 6th, 1 853. There are 1 Marriages registered ; of which 5 belong to this Year ; 
viz. 1 in August, 3 in September, and 1 in November. All of the parties resident 
in Burrillville ; 2 Grooms, Natives of Burrillville, 1 of Glocester, and 2 of Connect- 
icut ; 1 Bride, Native of Burrillville, 3 of other parts of Rhode Island, and 1 of 
New York. All Ist Marriages ; Ages 25 and — , 24 and 22, 25 and 25, 22 and 16» 
27 and 25. Occupation ; 3 Mechanics, 1 Farmer, and 1 Manufiicturer. AJClergy- 
man officiated in 3, and a Justice of the Peace in 2 cases. 

Deaths. No Beturns received from the Clerk. 

CBANSTOK. 

Births. The Returns are for the Year ending May 1st. The Clerk's Certificate 
is not dated. There are 4 Births registered, of which 2 occurred in 1818, 1 in 
1845, and 1 in 1847. Fortunately, for the credit of Cranston, we are enabled to 
state that at least 4 Births took place there during the present year ; for which fact 
we are indebted to the Warwick Returns ; of these, 1 female was bom in October, 
1 female in December, 1 female in February, and 1 male in ApriL The Parents 
remded in Cranston ; 2 of the Fathers were Natives of Cranston, and 2 of parts un- 
known ; 1 Mother was a Native of Cranston, and 3 of parts unknown. Of the Far 
thers, 2 were Farmers, 1 a Laborer, and 1 a Carpenter. 

Marriages. The Returns are 3 in number. The Clerk's Certificate not dated. 
One of the Returns is for the Year ending May 1st, 1852 ; a 2d fi^r the Year end- 
ing May 1st, 1852 and 1853 ; the 3d for the Year ending May Ist, 1853. In the 
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last, 3 Marriages are registered'; <^\y one of wUcn occurred within the Year ; miz, 
in Jane. The Groom and Bride were both Natives of Warwick ; the former resi- 
ded in Providence, the lattc^in Warwick. The Groom was 28 years of age, and 
by occupation a Carpenter; the Age and Parentage of the Bride not given. A 
Clergyman officiated. 

Deaths. The Betnms are for the Year ending May 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Cer- 
tificate not dated. There are 16 Deaths re^stered, of which but S occurred with- 
in the Year; viz, 1 in October, 1 in January, and 1 in February. Of the decased, 

I was a Native of Cranston, and 2 unknown ; the Age, Occupation, and Parentage 
of 2 given, the Cause of Death of 1, and the Condition of none ; 2 were males and 
Farmers, 1 a female ; all White. One Death is registered of a colored female, a Cook, 
•which took place at Providence, in July. Under Cause of Death, several individtt- 
ab are named, who, if the Returns be literally taken, are seriously implicated.— 
Other informalities are also noticable. 

OUMBERLAITD. 

Births. No Betums received from the Clerk. 

Marriages. Clerk's Certificate not dated. Of73 Marriages, 65 occurred within 
the Year; viz. 10 in June, 4 in July, 4 in August, 8 in September, 6 in October, 
^ in November, 11 in January, 5 in February, 7 in March, 1 in April. Of the 
Grooms, 44 were American, 3 Irish, 1 Canadian, and 17 not known ; of the Brides, 
47 were American, 1 Irish, and 17 not known. Only 2 couples were bom in Cum- 
berland, 5 in Smithfield, 1 in Tiverton, and 1 in Wrentham; of the remaining 35 
American Grooms, 2 were bom in Cumberland, 10 elsewhere in Ehode Island, 12 in 
Massachusetts, 3 in Connecticut, 3 in Maine, 4 in New Hampshire, and 1 in Penn- 
sylvania ; of the remaining 38 American Brides, 7 were born in Cumberland, 9 
elsewhere in Rhode Island, 17 in Massachusetts, 2 in Maine, 1 in Vermont, 1 in 
New Hampshire, and 1 in New York. The Residence of 12 couples was Cumber- 
land, of 12, other parts of Rhode Island, of 14, Massachusetts ; of the remaining 27 
Grooms, 3 resided in Cumberland, 8 in other parts of Rhode Island, 13 in Massa- 
chusetts, 1 in New Hampshire, 1 Maine, 1 Montreal. Of the remaining 27 Bride^ 

II resided in Cumberland, 8 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 7 in Massachusetts, and 1 
in parts unknown. Of the Grooms, 6 were Manufiicturers, 25 Mechanics, 8 Far- 
mers, 5 Operatives, 2 Physicians, 1 Trader, 1 Butcher, 1 Stable Keeper, 1 Labor- 
er; of the remaining 15, the Occupation is not given. 

What Marriage, of 1 9 couples not stated ; 2d Marriage of 1 couple ; 2d Marriage 
of 5 Grooms, and 1 Bride ; the remainder 1st Marriages. The youngest Groom 19 
years ; the oldest 76 years (a 2d Marriage) ; the youngest Bride, 14 years, the oldest 
43 years. There was an equality of Ages in 4 couples ; the greatest disparities 
were a Groom 76 to a Bride 47, and a Groom 46 to a Bride 18 ; 2d Marriage of 
both Grooms and 1 Bride ; there were 19 Brides under 20 years of Age. Of 20 
the Parentages were omitted ; and of 14 Grooms, and 15 Brides the Ages. A Jus- 
tice of the Peace united 1 couple ; Clergymen the others. 

Deaths. The Returns are for the Year ending May 31st, 1853 ; they are made 
on, what the printed caption states is, the ^^ blank to be used by Undertakers and 
Registrars.** The Clerk's Certificate is not dated. 

The earliest recorded Death is June 17th, 1852, the latest. May 3lst, 1853; there 
was in June, July, August, and October each 1 Death ; in May there were 3 
Deaths; none in September, November, December, January, February and ApriL 
Of the deceased, 3 males and 1 female were Natives of Cumberiand, 1 female of 
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!Hbr(h Froridence, 1 of Foxboroftgl^ Ma&, and 2liot known ; Ae' Ige and Oeco- 
pation of all given; tlie Condition of aH of the lemale^ but none of tlie males; the 
Parentage of 2 omitted; the Oaiue oC DgkUi of on^The jroongeflt male vat 57 
irean, 5 days, the eldest male ll yean, 2 monthsold; bo&Fannen; tlieyoongHt 
female was 3-7 yean, 2 months, the eldest 77 years old. There were 2 naales (both 
Fanners) and 8 females between 70 and 80 yean. There were % Deaths from 
Gancer, I'ea^ firom Dropsy, Dysentery, Consumption, and Fever, and 1 the Canss 

aotstate4. 

f 

FOSTEB. 

BtrOa. No Betoms received from the Cleik. « ,|m^. 

Mcarriages, The Returns are for the Year en^g Jane Ist, 1853. The Gerifs 
Certificate is not dated. The nmnber of Marriages was 1 in July, 1 in October, 1 
in November, 3 in December, 1 in January, 1 in April, and 1 in Maj. AH IS^ 
tives of Bhode Island, bat 1 Bride ; 6 couples were bom in Foster, also 1 of the 
remaining Grooms, 1 in Coventry, and 1 in Scitoate ; of the^ remaining Brides, 
2 were bom in Foster, and 1 in Connecticut; 6 of the couples resided in Foster, 
and 1 in Sdtuate; 1 Groom in Coventry, and 1 in Foster; 1 Bride in Foster, and 
1 in Connecticut All were first Marriages ; the Ages were 19 and 15, 28 and 25, 
40 and 33, 24 and 18, 25 and 22, 30 and 23, 28 and 25, 25 and 16, 18 and 19. Of 
the Grooms, 5 were Famers, 8 Carpenters, and 1 was a Moulder. Cleigymeo oA 
dated in all the cases. 

BirtTa. The Clerk's Certificate is not dated. 

The earEeat recorded Death was July 2d, 1852, the latest, January 15th, 1859; 
4 took place in July, 1 in September, 1 in November, and 1 in January ; none ia 
June, August, October, December, February, March, April, nor May. Onb b 
registered that happened elsewhere ; viz. at Acapulco, Mexico, a male bom m Fos- 
ter. Oi the deceased, 2 males were Natives of Foster ; 2 males and 2 females of 
Scituate, B. I., and 1 male of Eillingly^ Con. The youngest male was 48 years, 1 
month, and 17 days, the eldest male 97 years, 9 months, and 16 days old; the 
youngest female, 87 years, 8 months, and 20 days, the eldest female, 90 years, 3 
months old. Condition of none given ; the other requiations fulfilled. There weia 
8 Deaths from Old Age, 1 from Consumption, 1 Amputation of Leg, 1 Mortifica- 
tion, and 1 Dropsy of the Chest 

GLOCEBTKR. 

Btre&s. Ifo Betums from tiie Town Clerk. 

Marriages, Betums for the Year ending May Ist, 1863. Clerk's Certificate 
dated June letii, 1853. 

There are 5 Marriagoi registered, of winch but 1 belongs to this Tear ; ties vtf 
>*aolemniBed in January ; both Groom and Bride were Natives of Glocester; ^ 
Greom resided ia Sdtuate, the Bride in Glocester ; Ages 31 and 23 ; the Groom Iff 
Occupation, a Carpenter. Marriage ceremony was performed by an £]der. 

The Clerk writes that no Birth w DetUh has heen relumed to him wthin tM 
pears f I 

Dea^. No Betums -sent fer 1^ above reason. 

^ JOWXBTOV. 

Births^ No Betums sent, and no reasons given hy the Clerk. 
Marriages* No BStoms sent ^ 
Deaths. « No Betums sent 
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NORTH PROYIBBNOS. 

Births. No fieturns from the Clerk, npr reasoq for l^e deficiency. 
Marriages, Ko Returns sent 
Deaths. No BetarQ4 s^nt 

PBOVIDENOB. 

We weze desirous of presenting tke Beturns from this City, in a tabular form, un> 
der tke three great divisions, presuming that we should find that degree of method, 
completeness, and definiteness about them, to enable us so to do ; and thus the more 
clearly and satisfactorily exhibit our views and wishes in relation to the whole Stfkte. 
We proceeded accordingly, but after expending much time and making some prQi^ 
gifiss, we fi)und ourselves interrupted, and our plans frustrated by the imperfect 
manner in which the Law had been regarded by some, whose duty it was to furnish 
information to the City Clerk, and by the very loose manner in which others peo^ 
^nrned certain labors, for which they were employed and paid. 

Births. The Beturns are for the Year ending May 31st, 1853. 

Ward I. No Births were registered until July l8th, 1858. The whole number of 
Births were 232 ; viz. 9 nudes, 10 females, in June; 7 males, 6 females in July; 5 
Biales, 7 females, and 1 unknown, in August ; 12 males, 17 females, in September ; 
9 males, 5 females, in October ; 8 males, 13 females, in November ; 2 males, 6 fe- 
males, in December ; 12 males, 8 females, in January; 16 males, 8 females, in Feb- 
ruary ; 7 males, 4 females, in March ; 14 males, 17 females, in April ; 13 males, 14 
lemales, in May ; 1 male, in unknown month. 

Among the preceding, were two pairs of twins— one in April, and one in May; 
iJl females; both Parents from New Hampshire in one case, in the other, the Far 
tiier firom New York City, the Mother from North Providence. Of the Fathei^ 9 
w^» from New York, 1 from New Jersey, 1 from Ohio, and 1 from New Bruns- 
wick. Of the Mothers, 3 were from Pennsylvania, 2 hom Ne^^ York, 1 from Geor- 
gia, 1 from Nova Sootia, 3 from New Brunswick, 2 from Canada, and 1 was bom 
on the Atlantic Ocean. 

Ward 11. The whole number of Births 98 ; viz. 8 males, 4 females in June ; 8 
males, 3 females in July ; 6 males, 5 females in August ; 5 males, 3 fanales in Sep- 
tember ; 5 males, 3 females in October ; 3 males in November ; 4 males, 8 females 
in December ; 2 males in January ; 4 males, 5 females in Februai^ ; 4 males, 5 fe- 
males in March ; 5 males, 5 females in April ; 7 males, 3 fehiales in May ; 2 males ^ • 
in unknown month. Among the preceding there oceuired, in May, 1 case of male 
twins. The Parents of 1 child resided in Crsmston ; of 1 in Fall Biver, of 1 in ^^^^ 
New Jersey, of 1 in New York, of 1 in Missouri ; these children'were all males. 
Of the Fatfa^is, 2 were from Virginia, 2 from Pennsylvania, 1 from Delaware, 
1 from Maryhind, 1 from Georgia, 1 fr<xn Nova Scotia, 1 from unknown ; of ^^ 
Mothers, 3 were from New York, 2 from Delaware, 1 from Pennsylvania, 1 from 
Geoigia, 1 from New Brunswick, and 1 from Nova Scotia. 

Ward IIL The whole number of Births 199 ; viz. 3 males and 8 females in 
June ; 7 males, 10 females in July ; 7 males, 13 females in August ; 9 males, 8 fe- 
■udes in S^tember ; 10 males, 4 females in October ; 5 males, 9 females in Novem- 
ber ; 12 males, 12 females in December ; 5 males, 8 females in Jxrauary ; 6 males, 11 
females in February; 5 males, 6 females in March ; 12 males, 8 females in April i 8 
males, 11 females in May ; 1 male, 1 female in unknown montL Of the Fathers, 4* 
were from New York, 2 from Pennsylvania, 1 from Delaware, 1 from Maryknd, 1 , 
from Virginia, 1 from Nova Scotia, and 1 from Canada ; of the Mothers, 3 were ^ 
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from New YoHe, 2 from Virginia, 1 from Maryland, 5 from Nova Scotia, 1 from 
New Brunswick, and 1 from Canada. The Name of both Parents omitted in bat 1 case. 
Wabd TV. The whole nomber of Births ISl ; viz. 5 males, 4 females in June; 
S males, 5 females in July ; 9 males, 5 females in August ; 3 males, 6 females in Sep- 
tember ; 8 males, 6 females in October ; 4 males, 4 females' in November ; 3 males, 
10 females in December ; 5 males, 2 females in January ; 7 males, 9 females in Feb- 
ruary ; 7 males, 7 females in March; 3 males, 6 females in April; 4 males, 6 fiamales 
in May. Thet^ was 1 case of male twins in March ; F^uients bran in Bhode Island ; 
Father a Blacksmith. The Parents of 1 child resided in Johnstmi, and of 1 in West* 
erly. Of the Fathers,! was from New York, 1 from Pennsylvania, and 1 from Geor- 
gia; of the Mothers, 4 were from New York, 1 from Pennsylvania, 1 from lAaiy- 
land, 1 from Virginia, 2 from New Brunswick, 2 from Nova Scotia, 1 frxHn Canada, 
and 1 from Cape Good Hope. Name omitted in the case of 1 Mother, and of 9 
children. 

Ward Y. The whole number of Births 201 ; viz. 7 males, 8 females in June; 
5 males, 4 females in July; 16 males, 8 females in August ; 13 males, 4 females in 
September ; 11 males, 5 females in October ; 10 males, 16 females in November ; 6 
males, 6 females in December ; 8 males, 13 females in January ; 9 males, 10 females 
in February ; 13 males, 7 females in March; 8 males, 5 females in April ; 1 male, 7 
females in May ; 1 female in unknown month. There was 1 case of male twins in 
October; Parents Irish; Father a Laborer. 

Of the Fathers, 3 were from New York, and 1 from Canada ; of the Mothers, 1 
was from New York, 1 from Pennsylvania, and 1 from Newfoundland. TIm 
names of all but 3 children given. The same particiflarity does not characterixe 
the Begister of this Ward, that may be observed in those of the preceding ones ; 
e. g. in the column of Be^dence, it is merely stated as being in Providence. This is 
a matter of some consequence, and the omissicMi of the location, was one of t^ 
causes which gave rise to the embarrassment to which we have alluded. 

Ward YI. The whole number of Births 293 ; viz. 20 males, 11 females in June ; 
15 males, 15 females in July ; 13 males, 10 females in August ; 7 males, 11 fenudes 
in September ; 6 males, 13 females in October ; 19 males, 14 females in November ; 
9 males, 13 females in December; 12 males, 10 females in January; 15 males^ 
7 females in February, 12 males, 9 females in March, 16 males, 11 females 
in April, 8 males, and 17 females in May. There were two cases of twins; 
1 in April (1 male, and 1 female) ; Parents bom in Bhode Island, Father a 
Carpenter — 1 in November (1 male, and 1 female) ; Parents Irish, Father a La- 
borer. Parents of 1 child resided in Pawtucket, of 2 in Massachusetts, of 1 in Con- 
necticut Of the Fathers, 8 were from New York, 7 from Maryland, 1 from Can- 
ada, 1 from Nova Scotia, 1 from Prince Edward's Island, 1 from Norway, 1 from 
Portugal, and 2 from Wales ; of the Mothers, 5 were from New York, 5 from Ma- 
ryland, 2 from Pennsylvania, 1 from New Jersey, 1 from Virginia, 1 from Canada, 
1 from New Brunswick, and 1 each from Norway, Portugal, and Wales. 
The Names of 24 children omitted. 

Additional. There are some scattering cases in Ward lY. Book o£ Begbtration, 
which, from the manner and place of their insertion, were at first overlooked by u& 
These consist mostiy of Betums made by Physicians ; and some of them, but how 
large a number we are unable to say, are included in the Ward Beturns, which 
shows the importance of method in making them; had the requisitions of the Law 
been fulfilled, no confuuon would have occurred. 
These scattering Births are 159 in number ; 53 of them are reported by one Phy* 
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sician, and in not a single instance is the Name of the chUd, the Birth-Place of the 
Parents, nor the Occupation of the Father given ; the list therefore only serves as a 
memorandum of the cases in his Practice; 6 reported by another Physician are in 
the same predicament By a hasty examination, which was all that we were ena- 
bled to give, it was ascertained that 22 of the preceding had already been elsewhere 
entered, and are therefore deducted from the 159", leaving 137, from which, un- 
questionably, some others should be deducted, but we have no means of distinguish- 
ing them. Of these there were 2 females bom in June ; 2 males, 1 female in July ; 
4 males in August ; 3 males, '6 females in September ; 4 males, 8 females in Octo- 
ber ; 7 males, 9 females in January ; 14 males, 6 females in February ; 11 males, 8 
females in March; 11 males, 7 females in April; 7 males, 2 females in May. There 
were included in the preceding, 3 cases of twins ; viz. 1 in January (a male and fe- 
male) ; 1 in March, and 1 in May, all females ; the Parents of 1, bom in England ; 
of the others, and Occupations of Fathers, unknown. The Name of but 1 child 
given ; theBesidence of Parents unknown in 6 cases ; in 1, Massachusetts, in 1, Del* 
aware. The Mather's name omitted in 147 cases, and the Father's in 4 cases. 
There were 4 illegitimates. 

In the YI Ward Book, we find another of these perplexing additional lists, fur- 
nishing 122 more Births; some of which, we apprehend, have previously been en- 
tered ; 35 of these constituted the memorandum of one Physician's Practice; and 
as in the other instance mentioned, the children's Names, the Besidence, and Birth- 
place of the Parents, and the Occupation of the Fathers, are entirely omitted. In 
a few cases the veiy loose entry of Unknown Sex, as Birth-place, is made. The 
85 Births above alluded to, purport to have been registered in September, although 
23, ot about 2-3 of them, occurred from 1 to 8 months subsequently. Of the 122, 
there were born 17 males, 8 females in June; 10 noales, 15 females in July ; 8 
males, 13 females in August ; 1 male, 5 females in September ; 3 males, 3 females in 
October ; 3 males, 2 females in November ; 2 males, 4 females in December ; 4 
males, 3 females in January ; 1 male, 4 females in Febmary ; 4 males, 2 females in 
March ; 2 males, 4 females in April ; 3 males, 1 female in May. Among these were 
2 cases of twins ; viz. 1 (male and female) in Febmary, and 1 (male and female) 
in August ; the Nativity of the Parents, and the Occupation of 1 Father not known ; 
the other Father, an Oysterman. The children's and Mothers' Names omitted in 
85 cases, the Father's entire Name in 1, and Christian Name in 12 cases ; the Bes- 
idence'of 38 not stated. Of the Fathers, 1 was from New York, and 1 from Ma- 
ryland; of the Mothers, 2 firom New York, 1 from Maryland, and 1 from Nova 
Scotia. There were 8 Births at the Dexter Asylum, (5 of them illegitimates,) 
which are included in the preceding ; there are also included, the following Col- 
ored Births; viz. 

In Wabd I ; 1 male in October, and 2 females in September. 

In Ward II ; 1 male each, in July, November, [December, January, Marcb| 

May, and Unknown month, 
" *< ** 1 female each, in August, February, March, and April. 

In Wabd III; 1 male each, in December, January, February, and May. 
« « *< 1 female each, in June and January. 

In Wabd IY ; 1 male each, in October and November. 
<< ^ ^ 1 female each, in June and December, and 2 in September. 

In Wabd Y ; 1 female in June. 

In Wabd YI ; 1 male each, in June, August and May. 
" '< " 1 female each, in July^ October, December, and May. 
' 23 
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la Ward Unknoim ; 1 male in June. 
<< '< ^ 1 female each, in Junej September, October, and March. 

Marriages, The Retama are ior tbe Year ending Ma^ Slat, 1853. There were 
30 Marriagefl in* June, 38 in Jul^, 33 in Augusi, 80 in September, 40 in October, 
60 in NoTember, 25 in December, 40 in January, 83 in Fcbru&ry, 13 in March, 
32 in April, 39 in May; making together, 408 ; of these, 28 couple, only, were bcvia 
in Providence, and 5 elsewhere in Rhode Island ; 7 couples in Massachusetts, 3 in 
Connecticut, 1 in Maine, 1 in New Hampshire, 180 in Ireland, S in England, 3 in 
Germany, 1 in Wales, 13 unknown,-^making 239 couples; of ihe remaining 164 
Grooms, 15 were beam in Providence, 36 elsewhere in Bfaode Island, 46 in Massa- 
chusetts, 11 in Connecticnt, 2 in Vermont, 9 in Maine, 7 in New Hampshire, 9 in 
New York, 1 in Georgia, 1 in Indiana, 3 in Canada, 8 in Nova Scotia, 10 in Eng- 
land, 1 in Scotland, and 1 in Grermany ; 6 are lefl; indefinite, and 5 not mentioned ; 
of the remaining 164 Brides, 38 were bom in Providence, 88 elsewhere in Rhode 
Island, 39 in Massachusetts, 7 in Maine, 4 in New Hampshire, 4 in Connecticut, J( 
in New York, 1 each in Vermont, Ohio, South Carolina, and Georgia, 1 each in 
Canada, and Nova Scotia, 6 in Ireland, 3 each in England, and Scotland, 4 are 
stated indefinitely, and 12 left blank. There were 268 couples who resided in 
Providence, 23 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 28 in Massachusetts, 4 in Maine, mak- 
ing together, 318 couples; of the remuning 85 Grooms, 17 were Residents of Pinfr- 
vidence, 17 of other parts ofBhode Island, 27 of Massachusetts, 5 of Connecticat, 

4 of New Hampshire, 2 of Maine, 7 of New York, I each of Pennsylvania, Indiaoat 
CaHfomia, Wiscondn, Canada, and Ireland ; of the remadning 85 Brides, 89 were 
Beadents of Providence, 17 of other parts of Rhode Island, 17 of Massachusetts, 4 
pf New Hampshire, 3 oi Connecticut, 1 each of Maine, Vermont, New York, South 
Carolina, and no where. What Marriage of 173 couples not stated ; (160 of 
them Irish;) second Marriage of 9 couples, df 25 Grooms, and of 11 Brides; 
third Marriage of one Groom to second Marriage of the Bride, snd tiiird of one 
Groom to first of Bride; the oldest Groom was aged 71 years, the youngest 18 
years; the oldest Bride 52 years, and the youngest 15 years ; the youngest Groom 
married the second time, 27 years, the youngest Bride, 19 years. There was in 
19 couples an equality of ages; the greatest discrepancies were 42 amd 19, 66 and 
83 ; 3 Grooms and 61 Brides were under 20 years of age. Of 195 couples, tlie 
Ages are not given, (182 of them Irish,) also of one Groom, and three Brides. 
The Parentage of 177 couples not mentioned, (167 ot them Irish,) also of 3 Grooms, 
and 8 Brides. Hie official station of the person by '^hom die ceremonies were 
perfcmned, was omitted in 286 cases, of which 167 were Irish. The Occupations 
197 of the Grooms not given, 167 of whom were Irish; of Mechanics, and of those 
having regular Trades, there were, 97; there were 18 Farmers, 17 P^fessioaal 
Men, 15 Merchants, 13 Tradesmen, 10 Mariners, 9 Clerks, 7 Agents, 6 Labofers, 

5 Operatives, 2 Teamsters, 2 Gardeners, 1 Manufiicturer, 1 Oysterman, 1 Fish- 
erman, 1 Restaurant Keeper, 1 Police Officer. 

Deaths. It is unnecessary to enter into the nunute particidars relative to these, 
that we have done in regard to those in most of the Towns, inasmuch as the CSty 
of Providence publishes Bills of Mortality at regular intervals, to which reference 
can readily be had by those who take sufficient interest in the matter, to apply for 
them. Of the deceased males, 286 were Natives <^ Rhode Island, 20 of other parts 
of New England, and 3 of the Middle States, making together 259 Americans; 15 
were Natives of England, 67 of IreUwd, 4 of other parts <^ Eur(^, 2 of British 
America, and 1 of Sooth America; being together 89 Foreigners ; and of the re- 
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maining 52, the extract was Unknown ; of the deceased females, 224 were Natives 
of Rhode Island, 10 of other parts of New England, and 5 of the Middle States, 
making 239 Americans ; 8 were Natives of England, 60 of Ireland, and 2 of other 
parts of Europe, being together 70 of Foreign Birth; leaving 72 of Unknown ori- 
gin. There were abo 5 of Unknown Sex born in Rhode Island. 

Some errors are to be met with, and some statements, the correctness of which 
may with propriety be doubted, that we attribute to the want of proper care; e. g. 
under Cause of Death, we find entered, « Brought from Pomfret,"— " from Cage 
Cod,"—" from Southbridge,"— " from Boston,"—" from Newport,"—" from Wor- 
cester,"—" its Birth,"—** Chronic Mucosis," &c. Among the Deaths the same in- 
dividual will be found entered twice. Under Occupation, the entries, " Orphan," 
« Idiot," &c. 

In addition to those who died in Providence, we find 61 regbtered who died else- 
where, 26 of whom were born in Providence. 

SCITUATJS. 

BirUis. Returns for the year ending June 1st, 1858* Clerk's Certificate nol 
dated. There are 6 Births registered ; 1 of which occurred in 1793, 1 in X800, I 
in 1831, 1 in 1851, and 2 during the present Year. Of the last Births, both were 
in August, and females ; Condition and Color not stated. Residence of the Parents, 
Scituate ; one Father and one Mother, Natives of Soituate ; and the other Fath^ 
tifid Mother, Natives of Providence. One Father by Occupation a Mechanic, the 
other a Manu&cturer. By the preceding it will be seen there has been an advance 
of 100 per cent in the prosperity of the place within a half century, which is paj> 
ticularly encouraging, as no Deaths appear to have occurred during that period* 

Marriages. The Returns purport to be for the Year ending June 1st, 1853, buib 
contain 2 Marriages of a later date. Clerk's Certificate is dated June 10th, 1853. 

There are 21 Marriages registered, of which 1 7 were within this Year ; viz. 4 in 
June, 1 in July, 1 In September, 2 in October, 1 in November, 2 in January, 3 iu 
February, 2 in March, and 1 in May. All were Residents of Rhode Island, but 1 
Groom, from Massachusetts^ and 2 from Connecticut ; 2 couples wene born in Scit- 
uate, 2 elsewhere in Rhode Xsiand ; 2 Grooms in Scituate, 6 elsewhere in Rhode 
Idand, 2 in Connecticut, and 3 no where ; 5 Brides in Scituate^ 6 elsewhere i;i 
Rhode Island, 1 in England, and 1 no where. What Marriage of 1 couple not stat- 
ed ; second Marriage of 2 Grooms ; third Marriage of 1 Groom; second Marriage 
of 2 Brides ; third Marriage of 1 Bride ; second Marriage of a Groom to a third 
Marriage of the Bride ; and a third Marriage of a Groom to a first Marriage of the 
Bride ; of the remainder, all were first Marriages. The oldest Groom was 5 7 years, 
the youngest Groom, 17 years old ; the oldest Bride, 47 years, the youngest Bride, 
15 years old. In 2 couples there was an equality oi Ages ; the greatest disparity 
was between a Groom 52 years, (a second Marriage,) and a Bride 34 years, (a third 
Marriage,) colored. The Ages of 3 coufdes were omitted. The others were 19 and 
19, 21 uid 18, 52 and 34, 28 and 25, 28 and 25, 22 and 16, 24 and 23, 17 and 15, 57 
and 47, 43 and 34, 32 and 20, 28 and 25, 24 and 17, 26 and 28. Occupation of 
the Grooms ; 6 Farmers, 5 Mechanics, 2 Laborers, 1 Operative, I Clerk, and % not 
ttated. Clergymen officiated in 11, Elders in 6 instances. 

Deaths, The Cl^k reports that no Deaths have been Tetumed to his office for 
the Year ending June 1st, 1853. 

Birihs. No regular Returns reeeived. A copy of one Informant's Certifioale 
was transmitted, by which it appears there was a female bom in August ; Condi- 
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fion and Colopnot mentioned ; the Father was a Native of Hopkinton, the Mother 
of Scituate. 

Marriages, The Betums are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853 ; not signed hy 
the Clerk. There were 84 Marriages registered during the Year ; the earKest ex- 
tending back to 1832 ; 67 of them were solemnized within the Year ; viz. 4 in 
June, 7 in July, 7 in August, 4 in September, 8 in October, 10 in November, 6 in 
December, 3 in January, 5 in February, 8 in March, 3 in April, 2 in May. Of 
these, 5 couples were bom in Smithfield, 8 elsewhere in Ehode Island, 2 in Massa- 
chusetts, 3 in England, 2 in Ireland, 8 not known ; of the remaining 49 Grooms, 5 
were bom in Smithfield, 19 elsewhere in Bhode Island, 12 in Massachusetts, 3 in 
Connecticut, 4 in New Hampshire, 1 in Vermont, 1 in Maine, 1 in Canada, 2 in 
England, 1 in Scotland, 1 in Ireland, 1 not known; of the remaining 49 Brides, 11 
were born in Smithfield, 14 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 10 in Massachusetts, 4 in 
Maine, 3 in New Hampshire, 1 in New York, 1 in New Jersey, 1 in Nova Scotia, 
1 in England, 1 in Ireland, 2 not known ; 34 couples resided in Smithfield, 3 else- 
where in Bhode Island ; of the remaining 30 Grooms, 4 resided in Snuthfield, 13 else- 
where in Rhode Island, 11 in Massachusetts, 2 in New York ; of the 30 remaining 
Brides, 15 resided in Smithfield, 10 elsewhere in Bhode Island, 2 in Massachusetts, 
3 not known. What Marriage of 5 couples, and of one Groom, not stated. Second 
Marriage of 5 couples ; second Marriage of 4 Grooms to first Marriage of Brides ; 
third Marriage of 3 Grooms to first of Brides ; second Marriage of 2 Brides to first 
Marris^e of Groom ; second Marriage of one Bride to unknown of Groom ; the 
remainder first Marriages. The oldest Grooms, 2 of 5 7 years, both third Marriages ; 
the oldest Bride, 38 years, a second Marriage; the yonngest Groom 18, the young* 
est Bride 16 years. There was an equality of ages in 6 couples ; the greatest dis- 
parity a Groom, 57 years, (a third Marriage,) to a Bride, 38 years, (a first Mar- 
riage ;) there were 3 Grooms and 19 Brides under 20 years of age; of 4 couples, 
one Groom, and one Bride, the ages not stated. Of the Grooms, 12 were Farmers, 
21 Mechanics, 16 Operatives, 2 Merchants, 2 Manufiu^turers, 2 Traders, 2 Clerks, 
1 Teacher, 1 Laborer, 1 Butcher, 1 Oyster Dealer, 1 Writer, 1 Sailor, 4 not meii- 
tioned. Parentage of 2 couples, 5 Grooms, and 1 Bride omitted. In 15 cases, the 
official station of the individual performing the ceremonies not mentioned, and only 
ascertained by searching prior registries, and then, one case doubtful ; one is certi- 
fied by the Clerk of the Monthly Meeting of Friends ; Clergymen officiated in the 
remaining cases. 

Deaths, There were 2 males in June, 1 male and 1 female in July, 4 males and 
4 females in August, 3 males and 3 females in September, 1 male in October, 2 fe- 
males in November, 2 males and 2 females in December, 2 males in January, 1 
male and 2 females in Febmary, 1 male and 2 females in March, 4 males and 2 fe- 
males in April, 1 male and 1 female in May. 

The youngest male was 3 months and 15 days, the youngest female, 2 months, 8 
days old ; the eldest male, 91 years, 2 months, the eldest female, 83 years, 9 months 
eld. There were two males over 90 years of age, both widowers. Farmers, and 
died of Old Age ; one male between 80 and 90 years, a Fanner, who died of 
Diarrhoea ; 1 female between 80 and 90 years, a widow, who died of Old Age ; one 
male between 70 and 80 years, married, a Farmer, who died of Typhoid Pnenmo* 
nia. There were 3 males and 4 females under one year, and 7 males and 6 females 
between 1 and 5 years. All of the preceding were whites. Of the males, 6 were 
Farmers, 2 Laborers, and 1 each, a Manu&cturer, Carpenter, and liGII Operative; 
of the females, 2 were Weavers. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

CHARLE8T0WN. 

Births, The Betams are for the Year ending June Ist, 1853. 
The Clerk's Certificate is dated Jane 1st 

OfBirths there were 2 females in June, 3 females in Aug., 1 male in Oct, 1 fe- 
male in December, 1 female in January, 3 males in February, 1 male in March, 2 
males in April, 1 male in May. Included in the above, was one pair of female 
twins in August No Birth in July, September, nor November. Condition of 
the children not stated ; nor the Names of 7 of th^m, of 2 Fathers and 1 Mother. 
Of the Fathers, 4 were born in Charlestown, 6 elsewhere in Bhode Island, 2 in 
Connecticut, and 3 unknown ; of the Mothers, 6 were bom in Charlestown, 8 else« 
where in Bhode Island, and 1 unknown. Of the Fathers, 6 were Farmers, 2 Man- 
ufacturers, 2 Laborers, 1 each, a Carder, Carpenter, and Stone Cutter ; and 2 un- 
known. But 6 of the Ii\formants were Parents. 
Marriages, The Beturns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. 
The Clerk's Certificate is dated June 1st, 1853. 

The Marriages were, 1 in August, 2 in September, 1 in February, and 1 in 
April ; none in the other months. Of the Grooms, 1 was bom in Charlestown, 2 
elsewhere in Bhode Island, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 in New York ; of the Brides, 
2 were bom in Charlestown ; 2 elsewhere in Bhode Island, and 1 in Connecticut ; 
1 couple resided in Charlestown, and 1 in Bichmond ; of the remaining Grooms, 
1 in Bichmond, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 in New York ; all of the Brides in Charles- 
town ; 2 Grooms 2d Marriages ; all of the others of both parties 1st Marriages- — 
The Ages of the couples were 23 and 16, 43 and 20, 25 and 20, 40 and 26, 22 and 
20. Of the Grooms, 8 were Farmers, 1 a Dyer, and 1 a Shoemaker. An Elder 
officiated in 3, a Minister in 2 cases. 
Deaths. The Beturas are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. 
The Clerk's Certificate is dated June 1st, 1853. 

The earliest recorded Death is June 27th, 1852, the latestMay 25th, 1853 ; there 
were 8 each in June and July, 1 each in August and September, 2 in November, 
and 1 each in March and May ; in October, December, January, February, and 
April, none ; there were 5 males and 3 females born in Charlestown ; 2 females 
elsewhere in Bhode Island, and 2 females unknown. The youngest male was 7 
months and 3 days old ; the youngest female was 1 month 13 days ; the eldest male 
was 86 years ; the eldest female 83 years. There were 2 males between 80 and 
90 years, both white, married, Farmers, who died of Old Age, and 2 females be- 
tween 80 and 90 years, 1 widow and 1 single, both died of Old Age ; also 1 female 
between 70 and 80 years, white, widow, who died of Old Age : there were 2 males 
andlfemaleunder 1 year ofage. All of the male adults (3,) were Farmers. — 
There were 6 Deaths from Old Age ; 1 from Chronic Inflammation, the sufferer 
being 1 month and 13 days old I ! 

Of the Deaths, 10 were white ; viz. 4 males 6 females ; 1 black male, and 1 col- 
ored female. 

The Beturns were not made on the prepared Blank, and in consequence the ar- 
rangement there designated was not followed. If the Clerli^s marks are understood 
correctly, 7, (over half) of the Deaths occurred among Paupers; if so, however , one 
individual, by similar marks, must have had 2, if not 3 toives in less than 6 months^ 
one of which was hut 1 month, 13 days, and another 10 months, 15 days old ; and 1 was 
a white female^ while (he other was a Hack male. Furthermore a child 7 months, 8 
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days oldf was a Farmer^ died of Cholera Infantum^ which is very probable, and toas 
married^ which is as improbable. 

EXETSB. 

Births, Retuni« for tlie Year ending June 1st, 1853. 

The Cleric's Certificate not dated. There were 10 Births registered, of whicb 8 
belong to this Year; viz. 2 males, 1 female in Jane, 1 female in Augnst, 1 male, I 
female in October, 1 female in December, 1 male in January. No Births in July, 
September, November, February, March, April, and May. Condition of all, and 
Names of 5 omitted. Residence of the Parents, Exeter ; 4 of the Fathers bom in 
Exeter, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 1 unknown ; 1 Mother bom in Exeter, 
6 elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 1 unknown ; of the Fathers, 5 were Farmetv, 2 
Cotton Carders, and 1 a Mason. Informant, a Physician. 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Certifi* 
oate not dated. Tlie Marriages were 1 each, in August, September, October, 
March, and April. All of the Grooms Natives of Rhode Island ; 1 Bride bom in 
Exeter, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Connecticut ; 1 couple redded at Exe- 
ter, and 2 at "West Greenwich ; 1 Groom at Exeter, and 1 at South Kingstown ; 
1 Bride at Coventry, and 1 at Smithfield. Two couples, and 1 Bride, 2d Marriage ; 
all of the others, Ist Marriages. The ages of the couples were, 44 and 43, 18 and 
16, 17 and 22, 36 and 25, 17 and 16. Of the Grooms, 3 were Farmers, 1 each, a 
Carpenter, and a Spinner. Clergymen officiated in all of the cases. 

Deaths. No Returns ; and no reason sent. 

HOPEIKTOK. 

Births. Returns for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. Clerk's Certificate dated 
June Ist, 1853. There are 5 Births registered, of which 3 are within the Year ; 
viz. 1 female in June, and 2 males in March. Neither Name nor Condition of 2 
children given. Parents resident in Hopkinton ; 1 Father and 1 Mother bom in 
Hopkinton ; the others unknown. By Occupation 1 Father was a lifilier, and 1 
a Blacksmith ; the avocation of the other undecypherable. Informant, a Physidaa* 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending June Ist, 1853. Clerk's Certifioate 
dated Jane 1st, 1853. 

The Returns include all the Marriages recorded since September 4th, 1851, be* 
ing 27 in all ; of which 24 belong to this Year ; viz. 2 in June, 1 in July, 2 in Sep- 
tember, 4 in October, 2 in November, 3 each in December and January, 1 in 
March, 3 in April, 4 in May. There were 5 couples Natives of Hopkinton, 1 of 
Charlestown, R. L, 1 of Europe; of the remaining 17 Grooms, 6 were born in 
Hopkinton, 6 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 5 in Connecticut; of the remaining 17 
Brides, 4 were bom in Hopkinton, 7 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 8 in Connecti- 
cut, 2 in New York, 1 in Lreland. There were 8 conples residents of H<^kintOBy 
4 of Westerly ; of the remaining 12 Grooms, i resided in Hopkinton, 4 elsewheie 
in Rhode Island, 6 in Connecticut ; of the remaining 12 Brides, 8 resided in Hop- 
kinton, 2 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 unknown. There 
were 2d Marriages of 3 couples, 3 Grooms, and 3 Brides ; all of the othen were 1st 
Marriages. The greatest disparity of Ages, 46 and 22. The Agea of the coaples 
were, 22 and 20, 27 and 22, 22 and 19, 23 and 18, 32 and 88, 40 and 25, 24 and 
16, 27 and 32, 25 and 19, 35 and 32, 21 and 27, 41 and 32, 20 and 16, 34 and 20| 
46 and 22, 38 and 26, 25 and 17, 24 and 19, 38 and 32, 23 and 17, SO and 23, 30 
and 26, 22 and 21, 26 and 22. 
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Of the Grooms, 6 were Fantt^m, 11 Mechanics, 2 Operadres, 2 Merehants, 1 
Clergyman) 1 Lime Manufiictarer, and 1 Teacher^ Elders ofBciated in 19 cases, 
ClergTmen in the remainder. 

Deaths, Betums for the Yeat ending June Ist^ 1853. Clerk's Certificate da^ 
ted June Ist, 1853* There occurred 1 Death each, in August, October, and No^ 
Tember ; all females ; 2 were bom in Hopkinton, 1 in England ; 2 died of Con-* 
sumption, and 1 of Measles; the last 1 year, 20 days old; tiie others, 32 years, 2 
months, and 73 years, 1 month, 22 days. 

The prepared Blank not used for the Returns. 

We subjoin the Town Clerk's Letter ; simply promising that the remarks made 
on page 164, in reference to the Letter from the Clerk of Coventry, will equally 
app iy to this. 

To the Secretary of State : 

I have taken considerable pains the year past, that the Law might be carried 
out, by distributing the necessary blanks, &c., yet it appears there has been but 
Tery little attention to making Returns of Deaths and Births. 1 have heard re- 
marks from some Physicians, like this : That when they are present at the birth 
of a child, the child has no name, and perhaps does not have a name ^r a long 
time, and they are not prepared, widioat extra pains to make returns. I hear 
but little about it in other towns, but here it appears to drag. 

(Signed,) Yours, &c. C. C. LEWIS. 

irOBTH Km08T0WN« 

Births. No Returns ; and no reason given. 

Marriages. Returns for the Tear ending May 1st, 1858< Clerk's Certificate 
dttted May 2d, 1853. There are 41 Marriages recorded, of which but 8 took place 
within the Year ; viz. 2 in Jtdy, and 1 each, in August, September, October, No« 
vember, December, and February^ Three of the entries are in the form of Certif- 
oates ; one of them dated July 12th, certifies to a matrimonial alliance taking place 
eight days subsequently. There were 3 couples Natives of N* Kingstown ; of the re- 
mainiBg Grooms, 1 was bom in North Kingstown, and 4 elsewhere in Rhode Isl* 
and ; dfthe remaining Brides, 4 were bom in North Kingstown, and 1 in New 
Hampshire ; 4 couples resided in North Kingstown ; 1 6room in North Kingstown, 
and 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island ; 3 Brides in North Kingstown, and 1 in £^t 
Greenwidi. What Marriage <^ 5 couples, not stated ; 2d Marriage of 1 Groom \ 
all of the others 1st Marriages. One couple supposed to be colored. Two of the- 
Certificate cases omit Age, Parentage, and Occupation. Of the Grooms, 2 were 
Farmers, 2 Manufacturers, and 1 each, a Stone Mason, and a Laborer. The Ages 
of the couples were, 25 and 21, 21 and 19, 32 and 18, 30 and l9, 22 and 19, 35 and 
30. Clergymen officiated in all the eases* 

Deaths. NoRetmtw. 

BOTTTH XIKaSTOWK* 

Births. No Returns ; no reason |^ven« 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. 

Clerk's Certificate not dated. Of the 19 Marriages which took place within the 
Year, 3 were in June, 2 in August, 1 each, in September, and October, 5 in Novem- 
ber, 3 in December, 1 each, in January, and February, and 2 in unknown month. 
Ofth^so 7 oouples were Natives of South Kingstown; 4 couplei of parte unknown; 
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of the remaining 8 G-rooms, 1 was born in South Kingstown, 6 elsewhere in Hhode 
Island, and 1 in Illinois ; of the remaining 8 Brides, 3 were bom in South Kings- 
town ; 2 in North Kingstown, 1 each in New York, Pennsylvania, and unknown ; 
12 couples resided in South Kingstown ; of the other 7 Grooms, 2 were residents of 
South Kingstown, and 5 of other parts of Bhode Island ; 4 Brides remded in Soutii 
Kingstown, and 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island. There were 2d Marriages of 2 con* 
pies, and 1 Bride ; 2 couples,.and 1 Bride not stated ; the rest of both parties 1st 
Marriages. The Ages of 2 couples, and 1 Bride not given ; the others were, 24 and 
20, 22 and 22, 23 and 16, 52 and 39, 22 and 16, 22 and 24, 21 and 23, 21 and 24, 
19andl7,37and 28, 31 and 19,60 and 50,24 and 23, 21 and26,19andl9,21 and 
— , 21 and 25. Of the Grooms, 9 were Farmers, 3 Mechanics, 2 Manufacturers, 1 
Operative, and 4 unknown. An Elder officiated in one case. Clergymen in all of 
the others. 

Deaths, Returns for the Year ending May Ist, 1853. The Clerk's Certificate 
not dated. 

There are 6 Deaths registered, of which but 2 occurred within the Year ; viz. 
that of 1 nameless Native male, who died March 15th, of Pneumonia, set 3 years; 
and 1 nameless colored male, without Birth-place, or Parentage, who died March 
6th, of a Bum, at the age of 8 years. 

A question may arise in the minds of some, as to the value of such blank registra-- 
tions ! 

RICHMOND. 

Births, Returns for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Certificate 
not dated. There are registered 30 Births, extending back as far as 1793 ; but 1 
Birth occurred within the year ; viz. that of a male, July 18th ; Color and Condi- 
tion not stated ; Parents residents in Richmond ; Father, a Native of Connecticnt, 
Mother of Richmond ; the Occupation of the Father, a Farmer. 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's Certifi- 
cate not dated. There are 16 Marriages registered, of which 6 belong to the pres- 
ent year ; viz. 1 each, in June, September, October, and December, and 2 in Jan- 
uary ; of 1 couple the Age, Nativity, Parentage, Occupation, and what Marriage, 
omitted ; 1 couple Natives of Richmond, 2 Grooms of Richmond, and 2 of other 
parts of Rhode Island, 1 Bride of Richmond, and 3 of other parts of Rhode Island ; 
5 couples resided in Richmond, 1 Groom in Stonington, Ct, and 1 Bride in iUcli- 
mond. Of 5 couples the Ist Marriage ; their Ages were, 22 and 24, 23 and 16, 23 
and 20, 21 and 18, 23 and 23. Of the Grooms, 4 were Farmers, and 1 a Dresser 
Tender. An Elder officiated in 3, and Clergymen in 3 cases. 

Deaths, Clerk's Certificate not dated. There appear to have been 36 Deaths 
registered within the Year, of which but 5 occurred during the Year ; viz. 2 in 
July, and 1 each, in November, December, and January ; of these, 3 were Na- 
tives of Richmond, 2 males, 1 female ; 1 was bom in South Kingstown, and 1 
in Ireland. The youngest male was 53 years, 1 month, the eldest male 83 years, 
5 months, the only female 59 years, 3 months, 7 days old. Of the males 3 were 
Farmers, and 1 a Dresser Tender; of the deceased, 2 died oi Consumption, (1 
male and 1 female) ; 1 of Cancer ; 1 of Old Age. 

WESTERLY. 

Births. Returns for the Year ending May 31st, 1853. The Clerk's Certificate 
not dated. There are 127 Births registered, of which 41 occurred within the Year ; 
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viz. 3 males in June, 2 males and 1 female in Julj*", 3 females in August, 3 males 
and 4 females in September, 3 males in October, 2 males and 1 female in Novem- 
ber, 1 female and 1 unknown in December, 2 males and 2 females in January, 2 
males, 1 female and 1 unknown in February, 1 male, 1 female, and 2 unknown in 
March, 1 male, 1 female and 1 unknown in April. The Names of but 6 children 
given ; the Condition of none ; in 32 cases, under Sex, nothing but Color given ; all 
by us entered as unknown are those where both Name and Sex have been omitted. 
In 12 instances, the Mother's Name omitted. All of the Parents resided in 
Westerly. Of the Fathers, 10 were born in Westerly, 7 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 
4 in Connecticut, 1 in New York, 2 in England, 2 in Ireland, 1 in Switzerland, and 
14 Unknown ; of the Mothers, 4 were born in Westerly, 8 elsewhere in Rhode Isl- 
and, 4 in Connecticut, 1 in New York, 2 each in England, and Ireland, and 20 Un- 
known. All of the Unknown were reported by two individuals, probably Phy- 
sicians ; showing the importance of Parents faithfully discharging the duties in- 
cumbent on them by law. In hut a single instance was the Parent the Injorm- 
ant ; the remaining Births were reported by three persons. Of the Fathers, 7 
were Merchants, 7 Mechanics, 4 Manufacturers, 3 Yeomen, 2 Mariners, 2 Fish- 
ermen, 1 Operative, 1 Livery Man, 14 Unknown. 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending May 31st, 1853. Clerk's Certificate not 
dated. There were 32 Marriages registered, of which one was solemnized Aug. 10th, 
1779 ; if now living, the individuals are a venerable couple of 94 and 92 years of 
age. There were 27 Marriages within the Year; viz. 2 in June, 1 in July, 3 in 
September, 2 in October, 3 in November, 5 in December, 3 in January, 3 in Feb., 
i in March, 1 in April, and 3 in May. Of these, 1 couple were Natives of Charles- 
town, R. I., 2 of Connecticut ; of the 24 remaining Grooms, 5 were born in West- 
erly, 11 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, 5 in Connecticut, and 2 in 
New York; of the remaining Brides 4 were born in Westerly, 11 elsewhere in 
Rhode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, 7 in Connecticut, and 1 in Georgia, S. C, There 
were resident in Westerly, 7 couples, 4 elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 3 in Con- 
necticut ; 3 Grooms resided in Westerly, 5 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 2 in Con- 
necticut, 2 in New York, and 1 in California ; of the remaining Brides, 8 resided 
in Westerly, 2 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, and 2 in Connecti- 
cut. Of 5 Grooms, it was the second, and of one Groom the third Marriage, all 
to first Marriage of Brides ; and second Marriage of one Bride (colored,) to first 
Marriage of Groom ; one Bride the Marriage not stated ; all of the other individu- 
als, first Marriages. The Ages were, 26 and 21, 26 and 21, 28 and 27, 30 and 26, 
21 and 19, 40 and 21, 22 and 20, 20 and 19, 21 and 19, 24 and 22, 25 and 19, 37 
and 29, 32 and 21, 23 and 18, 65 and 49, 33 and 23, 17 and 16, 18 and 18,26 and 
20, 27 and 22, 26 and 22, 21 and 20, 24 and 23, 21 and 23, 25 and 27, 40 and 23. 
Of the Grooms, 10 were Mechanics, 7 Farmers, 5 Manufacturers, 2 Merchants, 2 
Operatives, and 1 a Mariner. An Elder officiated in one case ; Clergymen in the 
remaining cases. 

Deaths, Returns for the Year ending May 31st, 1853. Clerk's Certificate not 
dated. There were 16 Deaths within the year; viz. 1 in June, 6 in August, 1 in 
September, 3 in October, 1 in November, 2 in December, 1 in January, and 1 in 
March ; no Deaths occurred in July, February, April, nor May. Of the deceased, 
11 were Natives of Westerly, viz. 7 white males, 3 white females, and 1 unknown ; 
2 (both females,) of Charlestown, R. L, 2 males of Connecticut, and 1 female of 
New York. 

24 
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The Date, Condition, Occupation, and Place of Birth, stated as required ; the Col- 
or, and Parentage of all but 2; the Cause of Death of all but 3 ; (2 not known 
and 1 not named ;) the Age of all but one. The earliest recorded Death is June 
28th, a white married female, of unknown age, who died of Suffocation ; the latest 
Death, March 18th, a white married female, aged 24 years, disease not mentioned- 
The eldest male, (white, married, a Farmer, who died of Old Age,) was 88 years, e 
months, 25 days old ; the youngest male, (who died of Dysentery,) 3 months ; tbe 
eldest female, (white, single, who died of Consumption,) was 60 years old ; the young- 
est female, 2 years, 2 months, 1 7 days, disease Hydrocephalus. Of the remaining 
Deaths, 1 was occasioned by Old Age, complicated with Erysipelas, 1 Chagres Fe- 
ver, 2 Typhus Fever, 1 Scarlet Fever, 1 Dysentery, 1 Dropsy, 1 Laryngitis and 2 
by Causes not known. Of the males, 4 vetc Faimers, and 1 a Laborer. 



THE REGISTRATION ACT, 

As engrossed and amended, and proposed for the consideration of the General 

Assembly. 
AN ACT to provide for a Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 

Whereas, in the adminbtration of justice, or upon the important subject of State 
pauperism, (and even in the pursuits of private life,) it has often been found diffi* 
cult, from the death of witnesses, as well as from other causes, to prove the birth, 
marriage, or death of persons, whereby the rights of many have been sacrificed, 
and great wrongs have been inflicted upon individuals and the community ; and 
whereas, important truths deeply affecting the physical welfare of mankind, are to 
be drawn from a knowledge of the number of births, deaths, or marriages, that, dur- 
ing a term of years, may occur, or may be contracted within the limits of a State : 
Therefore, 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The clerks of the several towns and cities in this State, are hereby 
authorized and required to obtain, chronologically record, and index, as required 
by the forms prescribed by the third section of this act, all information concerning 
birtl^s, marriages, and deaths, occurring amongst the inhabitants of their respective 
towns and cities, and on or before the first day of February, annually, to make du- 
ly certified returns thereof, to the Secretary of State, for each year, ending on the 
thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same, with a list of those individu- 
als required by law to make returns to him, who have neglected the same, and with 
such remarks relating to the object of the law, as he may deem important to com- 
municate. 

Sec, 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as 
shall be rendered by any authorized Conunittee of the Rhode Island Medical Soci- 
ety, to make and publish, (not exceeding seven hundred and fifly copies,) a general 
Abstract and Report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this act .He 
shall also cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the 
names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient size volumes, and careful* 
ly preserved in his office. 
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Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carr^- out the provisions of this act, shall, 
on application, be furnished bj the Secretary of State, to clergymen, physicians, un- 
dertakers, town and city clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons 
requiring them, substantially after the following forms, viz. : The record of a birthj 
shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or 
still-born ; also, the nanfe and surname, color, occupation, residence, and birth- 
place of the parents, and time of recording, as far as the same can be ascertained. 
The record of a marriage, shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, resi- 
dence, and official station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of 
the parties, color, occupation, and residence of each^ condition, (whether single or 
widowed ;) what marriage, if secoud, third, &c. ; the occupation, birth-place, and 
name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascer- 
tained. The record of deaths, shall state the date of death, name and surname of 
the deceased, the sex, color, and condition, (single or married,) age, occupation, 
place of death, place of birth, names and birth-place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

Sec. 4. Of Marriages. Every Society of Friends, clergyman, and all others 
authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such 
rite performed by them, (in manner and form aforesaid,) and return the same on 
or before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the 
city or town clerks, and no marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall have 
furnished to the authority about solemnizing it, the information hereinbefore re- 
quired. 

Sec. 5. Of Births, As a large number of births annually take place without the 
assistance or intervention of strictly professional aid, it shall be the duty of each 
and every parent to make returns to said city or town clerk, of the birth of each 
of his or her children, in manner and form aforesaid, at least within ten days after 
the same shall have occurred. 

Sec. 6. Of Deaths, It shall be the duty of each and every practising physician, 
or surgeon, of whatever character, to keep a faithful record, and to make returns 
as aforesaid, on or before the second Monday of each month, of every death occur- 
ring in his or her professional practice, within the State, during the last preceding 
month. If without attendance of physician, the coroner shall make returns as 
above. 

Sec. 7. Of Undertakers, There may be appointed by the city and town au- 
thorities, a sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the 
pleasure of said authorities, whose duty it shall be to keep a faithful record of all 
interments by them made, stating where the individuals died, and where they were 
buried, and to make returns on or before the second Monday of every month, as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. Any city or town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to obtain 
the objects herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conffict with the main and 
specific object of this act, viz., to procure the most perfect registration. 

Sec. 9. Of Fees, The city and town clerks shall receive for each record of a 
birth, marriage, or death, made and returned, as required by law, ten cents, to be 
paid to them out of their respective city and town treasuries : Provided, that the 
yearly compensation to any one town clerk, who shall £gdthfully perform the duties 
prescribed by this act, shall not be less than five ddUars. 

Sec. 10. Of Penalties, If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town or city 
clerk, clerk of any meeting of the society of Friends, or other person, shall wilfully 
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neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties iroposed on, or required of him or 
her, by this act, or should any one not legally authorized, assume to discharge any 
of said duties, he or she shall, at the discretion of the court or j-ustice trying the 
cause, on conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each and 
every offence, to be recovered by complaint and warrant, one half thereof to the 
use of the town or city, in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the per- 
son who shall prosecute for the same. 

Sec. 11. No letters of administration, or letters testamentary, shall be granted 
by any court of probate, upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of 
such person, or the focts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, 
as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly register- 
ed according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 12. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town 
clerk and authenticated by his seal of office, as containing a full copy of the record 
of any marriage, birth, or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this 
State as prima facie proof of any marriage, birth, or death. 

Sec. 13. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distinguished 
from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. The Secre- 
tary of State may, from time to time, vary the forms of returns, and require such 
additional information as he may consider necessary, to effect the object of this act. 

Sec. 14. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergj-man. 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, neglects making 
the returns specified in this act, each and every one shall cause his or her name and 
residence, to be recorded in the clerk's office of the town or city, where he or she 
resides. 

Sec. 15. This act shall go into effect from and after the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and from and after that time, all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent herewith, shall be deemed and taken to be repealed. 



^' The Author of the preceding Report, residing at a distance from the Print- 
er, has had an opportunity of examining but one Proof, during its passage through 
the Press ; consequently should the reader, as he unquestionably will, detect errors, 
he must make a just allowance for the same. In the language of Cotton Mather, I 
would say, 

" Reader, Carihagena was of the mind, that unto those Three Things which the 
Ancients held Impossible, there should be added this Fourth^ to find a Book printed 
without EiTata^s" 

I may be allowed to add, if, in penning this short sentence, so learned a man could 
not avoid an error, or the Compositor, in setting it up, forces him ostensibly to 
make one, it will certainly be venial, in more humble individuals to err in the like 
manner, or from a similar cause. 
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Total 46 687 41513 31,7§3 >V 

We copi a paragraph which appeared Id ihe^ 
Journal in connection with the above returns ? 
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